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Editorial 
The words of one of those crucified with Jesus reflected the crowd’s taunts: ‘Aren’t you the 
Christ? Save yourself and us.’ He highlights the question of Jesus’ identity: how can He save 
others, when He cannot save Himself from death? And yet, unlike his companion, he failed 
to see that the cross itself is the means of salvation.   
The other criminal’s response in his last moments is a moving expression of faith. When 
challenging the other man, he spoke of the utter injustice of the crucifixion: ‘this man has 
done nothing wrong.’ He perceived the truth that Jesus’ death was on behalf of all people. 
In a wonderful picture of grace, ‘remember me’, he confessed his guilt and secured Jesus’ 
forgiveness and mercy.     
In reply, Jesus promised the man life from the moment of death; ‘Today you will be with me 
in paradise.’ Jesus used the picture of a walled garden to help the man understand His 
promise of protection and security in God’s love and acceptance eternally.  
 

In other words, at the darkest time there was light,  
a Light which blazed out on Easter morning. 

 

Happy Easter to you all! 
 

If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!! 
The views expressed in articles in the magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the 
Parish of The Good Shepherd. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you 
have any comments to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 

2771 or talk to a member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made. 
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 The Parish Prayer 
 

Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow 
in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work 

together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches, and be 
relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.      Amen. 

 

www.goodshepherdashton.org                                Registered Charity Number 1134826 

http://www.goodshepherdashton.org/
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Holy Week and Easter are 

perhaps the most special time in 

the church year for me. Much of 

what we do in our services over 

the Easter period holds me, 

holds us, true to the heart, the 

core of our faith. We give 

ourselves time to focus in the 

last week before Jesus’ death, 

we try to enter into something 

of what was going on in his life and in the lives of his followers.  We 

begin, perhaps, to understand something of the devastation felt by Jesus 

friends. And as we do this, we become more able to engage with the joy 

of Easter Sunday and the amazing truth of the resurrection of Jesus.  

Jesus’ death and resurrection secured our salvation. The cross and the 

resurrection open the door into the loving presence of God. We are 

redeemed! We are an Easter people! 
 

For some of us, the journey through the days of Holy Week is something 

to do corporately, with others. For some, perhaps because of work 

commitments or for other reasons, Holy Week is spent quietly with our 

families or on our own. As usual this year we will provide a booklet for 

Holy Week with readings and prayers as well as details of the different 

services. We don’t want anyone to feel pressure to attend any service or 

services. Rather, we want to give everyone the opportunity to engage 

with the story of that last week of Jesus’ earthly life in the way that is 

best for them. 
 

We are seeking this year to be just a little closer, in these special days of 

the year, to our immediate Anglican neighbours. Rather than the Parish 

of the Good Shepherd having events on every evening of Holy Week, we 

will be joining with St. John, Hurst on the Monday night and Christ 

Church, Ashton on the Tuesday night. You can find details elsewhere in 

the magazine. 
 

As time goes by our relationships with St. John, Hurst and Christ Church 

will need to grow and deepen. This is just one little step in that direction.  

During the rest of the week, we will have our own events and services. 
 

Revd Roger Farnworth 
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 Ask, Seek and Knock 

 

            "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you."  (Luke 11:9) 

 

Please choose one focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the 
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer.  There is a prayer at 
the end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your 
prayers. 
 

This month: 
 

 Please pray for our parish as we start to enter another period of 

transition. Pray for Rachel as she prepares to leave us and for 

George as he prepares to move on to Levenshulme. As we begin the 

process of recruitment pray for God to make clear his plans for us 

in the knowledge that he will never let go of us.  
 

 As we approach Easter, pray that God reveals himself afresh to us, 

showing his love and amazing Grace through the events of the cross. 
  

 Please continue to pray for 5 family or friends who don't know the 

love of God in their lives. This Easter time, pray that God gives you 

the opportunity to share some of his love with them.  
 

 Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill or 

in need of God's healing touch at this time. Please pray for God to 

heal them, take away pain, get rid of any illness and to bring them 

comfort.  
 

Lord, we offer you our prayers.  Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and 
help us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.      
    

                                                                                                                            Amen 
***************************************************** 

Smile lines………     
 

I was standing in line at the bank when there was a commotion at the counter. A 

woman was very distressed, exclaiming, ‘Where will I put my money?! What will 

happen to my mortgage?! You can’t do this to us!’ 

It turned out that she had misunderstood a small sign on the counter.  

The sign read: WE WILL BE CLOSED FOR GOOD FRIDAY. 
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BLAST!   
Events to commemorate 100 years since the 

munitions explosion that occurred on June 

13th 1917 in Ashton-under-Lyne  
  

Tuesday 13th June 2017 at 4:20pm 

St Peter’s children will be performing a song cycle in Ashton Town centre to 

mark exactly 100 years since the tragic event 
  

Thursday 22nd June at 6:30pm 

St Peter’s Church will be hosting an evening where the children from St 

Peter’s school will perform the song cycle - with all donations given to The 

Royal British Legion  
  

Wednesday 19th July & Thursday 20th July at 6:00pm 

St Peter’s Year 6 children’s end-of-year production ‘BLAST!’ (a musical 

written by the children) to be held at St Peter’s CE Primary School —tickets 

available from the school -£3.00 each 
 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

A message from Samaritan’s Purse 
       Your Shoebox went to …….. 

Thank you for bringing Good News and Great Joy to a child in 
Albania.  Your kindness means that one more precious child experienced the joy 
of opening a very special gift and the hope that comes from knowing that 
someone, somewhere, cred enough to pack it especially for them.  Thanks to 
the generosity of individuals like you, all over the UK, 882,647 children in 17 
countries, received a gift to remember. 

 

Your shoebox gift was one of 39,388 that have been delivered to children in 
Albania.  We thank God for the thousands of children that have received shoeboxes 
here since Operation Christmas Child began distributions. 
But a shoebox is just the beginning. After receiving a shoebox gift, children have 
the opportunity to enrol in The Greatest Journey – 12 fun and interactive Bible 
lessons, where they get the chance to discover who Jesus is and how to begin 
their own journey of faith.  At the end of the course they get to experience a 
graduation ceremony where they receive a New Testament in their own 
language. 

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/the-greatest-journey/
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Radical Inclusion  
    by Revd Roger Farnworth 

 

You might just have heard some people 
talking about the phrase ‘Radical 
Inclusion’. It is a phrase used recently by 
Archbishop Justin and by Bishop David. 
There is an article later in this magazine 
from Bishop David about ‘Radical 
Inclusion’. 
 
General Synod met in February and, 
among other things, considered a 
report from the House of Bishops about 
same-sex relationships and Same-Sex 
Marriage. You can find the report online 
at 
www.churchofengland.org/media/3863
472/gs-2055-marriage-and-same-sex-
relationships-after-the-shared-
conversations-report-from-the-house-
of-bishops.pdf. General Synod was 
asked to consider the report and note it. 
The report took a relatively traditional 
position on the issue of Same-Sex 
Marriage. 
 
In the end, after a long debate, one 
house in General Synod was not 
prepared to note the report. Effectively, 
the bishops have been asked to think 
again. Since the debate, Bishop David 
has tweeted the following: “God is still 
speaking. And the task for individuals 
and Synods is to keep listening to the 
Eternal who continues to reveal himself 
anew” (February 22nd) 
 
Revd Dr Nick Bundock who is Team 
Rector of St James and Emmanuel, 
Didsbury spoke very movingly on the 
“Sunday” programme on Sunday 19th 
February about the painful journey his  

 
Parish 
has been on since a coroner’s report 
into the suicide of a teenager pointed to 
her struggle to reconcile her sexuality 
with her faith. You can listen to the 
interview at 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04
thxfm. 
 
Archbishop Justin Welby, writing after 
the debate at Synod said: "No person is 
a problem, or an issue. People are made 
in the image of God. All of us, without 
exception, are loved and called in Christ. 
There are no ‘problems’, there are 
simply people. …. We need a radical 
new Christian inclusion in the Church. 
This must be founded in scripture, in 
reason, in tradition, in theology; it must 
be based on good, healthy, flourishing 
relationships, and in a proper 21st 
century understanding of being human 
and of being sexual. … The way 
forward needs to be about love, joy and 
celebration of our humanity; of our 
creation in the image of God, of our 
belonging to Christ - all of us, without 
exception, without exclusion." 
 
Writing after the General Synod debate, 
Bishop David highlights, later in this 
magazine, the generous way in which 
views were expressed in Synod and the 
desire to learn together which appeared 
evident in the debate. 
I hope that the comments which follow 
are helpful in thinking through issues 
around human sexuality. They reflect 

http://www.churchofengland.org/media/3863472/gs-2055-marriage-and-same-sex-relationships-after-the-shared-conversations-report-from-the-house-of-bishops.pdf
http://www.churchofengland.org/media/3863472/gs-2055-marriage-and-same-sex-relationships-after-the-shared-conversations-report-from-the-house-of-bishops.pdf
http://www.churchofengland.org/media/3863472/gs-2055-marriage-and-same-sex-relationships-after-the-shared-conversations-report-from-the-house-of-bishops.pdf
http://www.churchofengland.org/media/3863472/gs-2055-marriage-and-same-sex-relationships-after-the-shared-conversations-report-from-the-house-of-bishops.pdf
http://www.churchofengland.org/media/3863472/gs-2055-marriage-and-same-sex-relationships-after-the-shared-conversations-report-from-the-house-of-bishops.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04thxfm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04thxfm
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my own views rather than, necessarily, 
the views of the whole clergy team. 
There are verses in the bible which 
seem to be very clear in their 
condemnation of homosexual acts. You 
can check on them, if you wish (Genesis 
19:1-13; Leviticus 18:21-22; 20:13; Judges 
19:22; Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9-
10; and 1 Timothy 1:8-10) It is to these 
verses that traditionalists turn to 
establish what Scripture says. Some 
then argue that those who disagree 
with them cannot be being faithful to 
the Gospel or to scripture. In Nick 
Bundock’s interview he talked about 
the place of scripture in our ongoing 
discussions about human sexuality. He 
said: “We are … moving away from a 
form of biblical literalism and looking at 
the bigger arc, the bigger story we read 
in scripture. The bible does not speak 
with one unanimous voice. We have had 
to go back and re-evaluate, re-interpret 
sexuality … and come to a different 
understanding.” 
 

Nick asserts that “scripture does not 
speak with one unanimous voice.” It is 
also true that our scriptures can only 
speak directly, without careful 
interpretation, to the issues of the days 
in which they were written. Proof texts 
are not enough to determine God’s will. 

We need to look at the full breadth of 
the scriptures and try to understand 
what is being said to our own culture. 
The debate is often characterised as 
being polarised between those who 
want to emphasise God’s open 
welcoming inclusive love, and those 
who want to remain faithful to 
scripture. However, scripture balances 
those proof texts with a whole range of 
passages which talk about inclusion. 
Paul in Galatians 3:28 encourages me 
not to see my identity first as a man 
who is heterosexual, but to see first my 
essential humanity which I share with all 
people, even those who are different 
from me. God seeks out the lost sheep, 
the lost coin and the lost son in Luke 15 
and dashes towards the penitent with 
abandon.  The overwhelming message 
of the New Testament is that all of us 
are sinners and all of us are included in 
God’s love. It is entirely possible that 
people on both sides of the debate are 
seeking to be faithful to scripture.  
 

I still have a lot further to travel on this 
journey of understanding, as does the 
church to which I belong! If you’d like 
the opportunity to talk with others 
about these issues, then please give me 
a call and we arrange a time for people 
to get together. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cash Box Credit Union is a community savings and loan 
cooperative, where members pool their savings to lend to one 
another and help run the credit union. 
  

You can join Cash Box if you live or work in Tameside; this is our 
‘common bond’. Cash Box offers a safe place to save your money 
and somewhere to borrow at low rates of interest. 
 

Find us at www.cashbox.org.uk 
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Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my 
hand 

My favourite TV programme at the moment 
is The Great Pottery Throw Down on BBC2. 
It's basically the Great British Bake Off, but 
with clay. I love watching the clay turn into 
such amazing and imaginative pots. The 
people competing have made giant clocks, 
flower pots, vases, sake sets, so many great 
things that have been transformed from 
the lump of dull clay on their wheels. 
 

There are many different stages to make a 
pot (that I've observed) there are long gaps 
between each stage. Every time I watch the 
show I am drawn into the creative process, 
the slight extra pressure in one hand can 
completely change the shape and 

formation of the final product.  

I can't watch the show without thinking 
about this passage in Jeremiah 18:1-6, 
 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the 
Lord: “Come, go down to the potter’s 
house, and there I will let you hear my 
words.” So I went down to the potter’s 
house, and there he was working at his 
wheel. The vessel he was making of clay 
was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he 
reworked it into another vessel, as seemed 
good to him.  Then the word of the Lord 
came to me: Can I not do with you, O house 
of Israel, just as this potter has done? says 
the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s 
hand, so are you in my hand, O house of 
Israel. 
 

I think about us being delicately moulded in 
God's hands. I wonder how we twirl around 
the wheel, do we dance together? I imagine 
us hand in hand as the wheel turns, times 
where he sits back and admires his work in 
us, smiling with joy. But I imagine there are 
times where we wrestle with him and he 
wrestles with us. There are times where we 

try to be the potter and 
start to take over the 
wheel and mould ourselves with our own 
agendas. Moulding ourselves starves us 
from the intimate dance we have with God, 
there is no interaction, we twist wildly on 
the wheel until our fragile form comes 
undone and we are once again a lump of 
raw clay. 
 

But clay is very versatile and can be 
reworked, so our patient Heavenly Father 
pops us back on the wheel and waits for us 
to become re-centred again. Slowly we 
begin to dance, changing, whirling, 
transformed by his love. This process is a 
lifelong dance, I don't think we will ever be 
the finished pot until we are raised at the 
end.  
 

I'm spending this lent making sure I'm as 
centred on the wheel as possible through 
prayer and making space for quiet times. 
According to the judges on the The Great 
Pottery Throw Down, having well centred 
clay allows the potter to create lots of 
different forms.  
 

I want to dance around that wheel with 
God, to mould and transform me every day 
that I walk this journey with him. I have 
faith in him to stop the wheel when I'm 
trying to take over. I have faith in him that 
he will listen to me too when we wrestle as 
we spin. 
 

Our God is faithful and he delights in us. We 
need to remember that if we try to be the 
potter, we miss out on that intimate dance 
with God, but if we come back and stay 
centred on his wheel, our faithful God turns 
us, reworks us, and the opportunities for 
transformation are endless. 

                  Amy Sheridan
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Schools News 

Report by the Church of England 
Education Office 

 
‘Unlocking Gifts’, made available through the Church of England’s Education 
Office, offered schools the opportunity to generate ideas on how to focus 
resources on relatively simple programmes to make a difference to the most 
disadvantaged groups. 
Funds were made available and Dioceses and schools were invited to bid for some 
of the funding by identifying these specific groups among their pupils, and design 
projects that would most likely meet their needs.  
St James’ School, Hurst Knoll St James School and Holy Trinity School were 
successful in their bids and have now published results of this initiative. 
 

The Project  
Staff at the schools had become increasingly concerned about the numbers of 
children with extremely low levels of communication skills. 
A Speech and Language Therapist was appointed using these funds.  Within each 
school, 8 reception-age children were selected for speech and language therapy 
with her.  The key focus was on attention and listening, vocabulary building, 
comprehension skills and expressive skills.  
All the schools had astonishing results, with the children involved making 
significant progress in the area of Listening and Attention and gaining confidence - 
now accessing the curriculum more fully and building positive relationships with 
their peers.  One group reported that 50% of the children have already attained 
Early Learning Goal in this area, compared to 0% last year. 
School Staff working alongside the Speech and Language Therapist hold pre-
groups with parents, enabling them to play their fullest role in the children’s 
education, so that they don’t see learning as the sole responsibility of the school.  
 

What Next? 
The schools have decided to continue with the speech and language tuition, but 
will now have to self-fund the project.  They said: 
“It has worked; it’s had a sustained impact on the children.  It’s also had an impact 
on the staff and their general practice within the school.  The strength of it is that 
the intervention cost was quite small – so it is do-able for us, from our own funds; 
three or four schools working together and learning as a group and for each other.  
Our budget is down next year but we are still able to do this project.  It’s a case of 
‘little investment but massive impact’.  
 

“Unlocking Gifts” helped us to try it out. ……it worked; it made a difference.” 
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News from Holy Trinity School 
 

Fair trade fortnight started 

Monday 27th February and 

ended Sunday 12th March.  The 

aim of these two weeks was to 

talk about fair trade and make 

people aware of the products 

they buy.  

 

Buying fair trade products means you are helping farmers, workers, 

and the environment.  
 

Before the half term holidays we held a 

competition looking at where the 

ingredients for our favourite foods 

come from; the aim of the competition 

was to understand how we rely on so 

many different parts of the world.  

  

We also had a tea party; children enjoyed jam sandwiches, biscuits, 

and drinks.  The tea party coincided with world book day which 

added to the fun or as the teachers would say craziness.  

 

Global Gang also visited local shops 

asking them to think about selling fair 

trade products.  
By Farzana Miah  

(Year 6 and Global Gang) 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Why do people who know the least, always know it the loudest?                   – Anon 

Most people want to serve God, but only in an advisory position.                   – Anon 

The refusal to forgive and be forgiven lies at the root of a great deal of sickness.                                                                                           

                                                                                                   – Philip Pare 
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Being Radical about 

Radical Inclusion  
by Bishop David 
 

Recently [General] Synod has again 
had to contend with another subject 
on which feelings run high, same sex 
relationships. It could have been 
dreadful, but in fact it was one of the 
best debates I have attended in 
nearly twelve years as a Synod 
member. 
I think it helped that members had 
time and space to prepare 
themselves for the debate rather 
than rushing into it straight from 
other business. Many of us took part 
in small groups where we were able 
to look both at examples of situations 
where conflict over matters of 
sexuality arises in parishes and also to 
reflect on what we felt about the 
House of Bishops’ Report. Others, 
who did not feel it appropriate to 
participate in the groups, met in a 
nearby parish conference centre, 
where the Archbishop of Canterbury 
spent time with them. We were also 
helped by a variety of fringe meetings 
over the previous forty-eight hours. 
 
Then, for something over two hours, 
and with around forty members 
speaking, Synod was passionate but 
courteous. Divergent views were 
listened to and speakers applauded. 
A sketch writer, released from his 
normal duties because Parliament  
 

 
was in recess, commented on how 
much higher was the standard of  
behaviour on the church side of 
Abingdon Street. Above all, the Synod 
managed to correct what had been so 
badly lacking in the report that I and 
my colleagues in the House of 
Bishops had laid before them. The 
debate set a new and positive tone 
and provided a much needed 
momentum for the task of revisiting 
the ways in which the Church affirms 
and celebrates the lives, loves and 
ministries of those among it who 
identify as LGBT+. Voting not to “take 
note” of the bishops’ document may 
be a somewhat arcane piece of 
procedure, but for many it served the 
task of projecting that desire for a 
new start beyond our Westminster 
debating chamber and into the world 
outside. 
 

So how might we go forward from 
last week’s debate? I suspect that the 
clue lies in the term “radical 
inclusion” that was used so 
powerfully by Archbishop Justin in 
the final speech of the debate. But 
that on its own will not be enough. 
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Alongside it we need a Church that is 
prepared to be “purposefully 
paradoxical”. 
 

Few, if any, present at last week’s 
Synod expect that body to be voting 
through a change in the Church of 
England’s canon on marriage by two 
thirds majorities in all three houses 
any time soon. But what can be 
challenged without further delay is 
the argument that begins from that 
premise and then extrapolates it 
almost to infinity.  Such an argument 
asserts that until the law and the 
canons change, wider teaching is 
fixed. Once that is conceded the 
argument then runs that until 
teaching changes, the discipline 
cannot be modified. Accept that and 
we are pressed to agree that as long 
as the discipline remains untouched, 
the prayers of the church cannot 
change very much either. It may be a 
logical argument but it is the logic of 
logjam. 
 

Times of change are by their nature 
times of paradox. To be purposefully 
paradoxical is to recognise that whilst 
consistency may be a feature of the 
endpoints of a journey it is rarely 
present all along the way. What 
nineteenth century physics found to 
be true for the trajectories of 
photons passing through a pair of 
narrow slits, twenty-first century 
theology must allow to be the case 
for a church traversing through a 
time of challenge and change. Some 

aspects of change will get ahead of 
others. Some parts of the church may 
move faster, further, or at a different 
angle than their neighbours. Messy 
Church won’t just describe a brand of 
work with children. In many ways we 
will be more like the pluriform Church 
of the New Testament, marvelously 
malleable under the hand of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Such an embracing of paradox with a 
purpose provides the context for an 
exploration of the Archbishop’s 
radical inclusion that is much, much 
more than the maximum freedom 
which one Synod member tellingly 
remarked may mean little beyond 
“the prisoner being allowed to walk 
around their entire cell”. It opens up 
the possibility of exploring our 
prayers, our discipline, our outreach, 
our ministry and our teaching, and 
doing so with the expectation that 
things are going to look significantly 
different afterwards. Moreover, 
radical inclusion requires that we 
should no longer be reflecting about 
sexuality issues without LGBT+ 
members being present, nor doing so 
in a context where they feel 
marginalised or unsafe. “Talking 
about us, without us” must never 
again be a charge that can justifiably 
be levelled against us. 
 

We are, after Synod, very much at the 
beginning of a journey, but it is both a 
better journey than we might have 
expected and a journey with God. 
That is what matters the most. 
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Friends of Ashton Parish Church  
  

Why not become a Friend of Grade 1 listed Ashton 

Parish Church, and be part of this beautiful Church? 
 

Join us on our summer outings and other places of 

interest. We have an annual lunch, and you are 

welcome to join in the Friends actives during Heritage Weekend, if you so 

wish. You would receive three newsletters during the year informing you of 

our news and also what is happening in the Church. There is an annual 

subscription of £5.00.  

For further details please contact: 

Elaine Gaskell (Secretary) on 330 5176 
 

**********************************************************

Rob Parsons – Care for the Family 

Coming to Manchester 

Thursday 23
rd
 March at 7.30pm 

Kings House Conference Centre 

King's Church, Sidney Street, Manchester M1 7HB 
 

His “Wisdom House – Live” tour will unpack some of life’s lessons he has 

learned over the years, from young and old and from hard times himself!  

He will share how to fulfil and live your dreams, deal with people in difficult 

circumstances. Inspiring stories to touch your heart and make you laugh. 

He is always worth listening to 

Tickets are £6 each – or £5 each for groups of 5 or more, so bring friends 

and neighbours! 

Please speak to Beryl Carroon or Rachel if you are interested. 

 

**********************************************************

 
 

Fashion Show 
Once again St Gabriel’s Church will be hosting a 

 Lucy Cobb Fashion Show  
on Friday 5th May 7.30pm 

Be sure and get your tickets early – this is a very popular event! 
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Holy Week Services 
 

Palm Sunday    9:30 am St. James’ Holy Communion 

9th April     9.30 am St. Gabriel’s Holy Communion 

   11:00 am St. Peter’s Holy Communion 

   11:00 am St. Michael’s Holy Communion 

      
Monday 10th April 10.30 am Cathedral Chrism Eucharist 

    6:30 pm St John’s Hurst Passover Meal 

 
Tuesday 11th April 12:15 pm St. Peter’s Holy Communion  

     Followed by Bring and Share Lunch 

     6:00 pm Christ Church  Taizé Service  

   
Wednesday 12th April   1:30 pm St. James’ Holy Communion  

                                                                                  and Stations of the Cross 

     7:30 pm St. Gabriel’s Compline 

  
Maundy Thursday  11:00 am St. Michael’s Holy Communion  

13th April                                                                   and Stations of The Cross 

                 4:00 pm Holy Trinity Holy Communion 

     7:30 pm St. Peter’s Holy Communion  

                                                            with Washing Feet & Vigil until 11.00pm 

 
Good Friday  10:00 am St. James’ Family Worship 

14th April  12:00 noon St. Michael’s Liturgy of the Passion  

                                                                                   –  At the Foot of the Cross 

 
Holy Saturday  Easter Eve 

Saturday 15th April   7.30 pm St. James’ The Easter Liturgy 

 
Easter Day      

Sunday 16th April       8.00am    Breakfast at St James’ Church 

          Bacon and Sausage Rolls 

                                                                       followed by Holy Communion  

Services in other churches at usual times 
 

There will be no midweek services between 16th and 23rd April 
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Dates for Your Diary 

 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Easter Eggs  
Though a great success commercially 

We ask (if maybe controversially) 

Are the lessons of the lectionary 

Really found in such confectionary? 
 

                                       By Nigel Beeton 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

 

Coffee Mornings 
          Saturday 15th April 
        and every 3rd Saturday 
           10.30am – 12.30pm 
        at St Michael’s Church 
           with Bring and Buy 
                     Do join us! 

 
 

Café Church at 
 St James’ Church 

Weds 12th April at 1.45pm 
     Everyone is welcome! 

 

    Café Church at  
    Costa Coffee Ashton 

   Sunday 16th April 3pm – 4pm 
     All Welcome!! 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

     Vernon Shipley 
    Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons  

          Fairways Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
               24 Hour Personal Service 

 

          87 Penny Meadow, Ashton-u-Lyne, OL6 6EP 
                     Tel: 0161-339-0696 • Fax: 0161-339-0599                            

                                    Email: frlvshipley@funeralservicesltd 
                                       A member of the 
                    National Association of Funeral Directors 

Sunday   2nd April  DCC Meeting after morning service for  
St Gabriel’s, St Michael’s & St Peter’s 
 

Wednesday 12th April   1.45pm  Café Church at St James’ Church 

Saturday 15th April 10.30am Coffee Morning at St Michael’s Church 

Sunday 16th April   3.00pm Café Church at Costa Coffee, Ashton 



16 

 

Parish Notices 
 

Baptisms: 
We give thanks with the family of 

Dincer Yurtluk 
 

Weddings: 
There were no weddings in March 
 

Wedding Blessing: 
Ron and Jean Fletcher – celebrating their 60th (Diamond) Wedding Anniversary 
 

Funerals: 
We pray with the family and friends of: 

Rosemary Andrew  

 
”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” 

What can I eat for Easter?   
 

Can't eat beef......mad cow. 

Can't eat chicken...... bird flu. 

Can't eat eggs..... Salmonellla. 

Can't eat pork.....fears that bird flu will infect piggies. Also trichinosis. 

Can't eat fish....... heavy metals in the waters. 

Can't eat fruits and veggies....... insecticides and herbicides. 

Can't eat potatoes, pasta, bread, rice.......nasty carbs . 

Hmmmmmmmm! I believe that leaves.......chocolate!! 
 
 
 

”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” 

Great, local, reliable and hard-working 
Domestic Cleaners. £11.95 per hour.  
Tel Angela Robbins 
07713 921676 
  

    Well Polished AUL 
     http://www.well-polished.com/F039 

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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April 2017 - Parish Sunday Services 
For details of Holy Week Services, see page 14 

 

5th Sunday of Lent     9.30am St James   Holy Communion + Baptism 
Sunday 2nd April    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church 
  11.00am St Peter   Morning Prayer + Baptism    
  11.00am St Michael   Holy Communion + Baptism 
  
Palm Sunday     9.30am St James   Holy Communion 
Sunday 9th April    9.30am St. Gabriel     All Age Service of The Word 
  11.00am  St Michael   Holy Communion      
  11.00am St Peter   Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James   St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 
Easter Day    9.30am St. James    Family Communion 
Sunday 16th April    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church
  11.00am St. Peter   Holy Communion   
  11.00am St. Michael   Holy Communion  
  
2nd Sunday of Easter    9.30am St James  Holy Communion 
Sunday 23rd April     9.30am St Gabriel    All Age Service of The Word 
  11.00am St Peter  Holy Communion 
  11.00am St Michael  Holy Communion  
    4.00pm St James St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 
3rd Sunday of Easter     9.30am St James   Holy Communion 
Sunday 30th April    9.30am St. Gabriel     All Age Service of The Word 
  11.00am  St Michael   Holy Communion      
  11.00am St Peter   Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James   St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 

 Regular Weekday Services 
NO MIDWEEK SERVICES BETWEEN 16TH AND 23RD APRIL 

 

Tuesday: 12.15pm    St Peter’s        Morning Prayer/Holy Communion 
                     (followed by optional bring and share lunch)                            
Wednesday:    1.30pm St. James        Holy Communion 
                                (except 2nd Wed of the month, which is Café Church) 
 

Thursday:       11.00am     St. Michael     Holy Communion 
              4.00pm     Holy Trinity    Evening Prayer * 
                          * (This will be a Eucharist Service on the 1st Thursday of the month) 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 
 

CLERGY: (*usual day off) 
 

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)        
 The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL  330 2771 
Revd Rachel Battershell, Team Vicar (*Mon)     
 2a Hutton Avenue, Ashton   OL6 6QY                  292 3224 
Revd George Reeves, Team Curate (*Fri) 
   1 Windmill Lane, Denton  M34 3RN      336 1850 
Fr Jules Mambu  Team Curate (*Mon) 
                          35 Palace Road, Ashton                                                  07897697503 

 
 

 
 

Items for the Magazine:  
Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the 15th April for inclusion in the 
next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18. 
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The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne 
 is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only  

Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor 


