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Editorial 
The heatwave this summer was a powerful reminder that our planet is not disposable! The 
evidence that carbon dioxide is heating the planet is seen in melting polar ice caps, rising sea levels 
and extreme weather. In the church September and early October is designated Creationtide, a 
time to reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer of all life. God loves the world (‘cosmos’) so much 
(John 3:16), referring to the entire universe. Do we share such love for God’s world, in our care for 
it? 
Despite the environmental crisis, God has not given up on His world. We live in a broken world 
where our present experience is marked by suffering: ‘For the creation was subjected to 
frustration’ (Romans 8:20). With us, the creation groans in pain: ‘We know that the whole creation 
has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.’ (22). However, these 
are not groans of despair, as God promises the hope of a new heaven and earth for all creation: 
‘the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and 
glory of the children of God.’ (v 21). At the end of time, God will not simply start again, but renew 
the created order according to His glorious eternal purpose. 
What does this say to us? We cannot simply write off this world, but work with God for that day of 
transformation. We demonstrate the importance of this world to God by our lifestyle, by living 
simply and generously and not harming the environment by the wrong use of resources. What 
practical steps can we employ? 
 

If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!! 
 

The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the 
Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, for editorial 
purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have any comments to 
make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 2771 or talk to a member 

of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made. 
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 The Parish Prayer 
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow in faith 
and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work together to build 
your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches, and be relevant to those 
around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.      Amen. 

www.goodshepherdashton.org            Registered Charity Number 1134826 

http://www.goodshepherdashton.org/
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Being Successful?  -  How do you measure success?  
 

Is it climbing to the top of the social 
ladder? Keeping up with the Jones’s? 
Getting promotion at work? Moving to 
live in the better area of town? Being 
liked by everyone? 
 

How have you gone about achieving 
success? ... The Suffering Servant in 
Isaiah uses an interesting phrase, “I have 
set my face like a flint.” (Isaiah 50:7) At 
first glance it seems to suggest a rigid 
determination to do something, no 
matter what is happening round-about. I 
wonder how we might phrase that in 
today’s language?   
 

“Go for it, no matter the cost;” “The end 
justifies the means;” “Climbing over 
dead men’s bodies?”  
 

Ambition, determination, whole-hearted 
commitment to our goals are quite good 
things in themselves. Often, however, 
when our hopes for ourselves conflict 
with the interests of others we can 
produce all sorts of justifications for less 
than generous attitudes and actions. 
 

In Mark 8:27-38, Peter confesses that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ. 
Immediately Jesus turns to his disciples 
and explains his deepest commitments. 
For the disciples, this is a turning point in 
the Gospel of Mark. It is almost as 
though a dark cloud blots out the sun. 
Everything seems wonderful in the story 
until we reach the second half of chapter 
8 of Mark’s Gospel. For the disciples, it 
has been wonderful following Jesus. 
Now, darkness and danger looms. Jesus 
speaks about his death and, just like the 
Suffering Servant in Isaiah 50, he sets his 
face like a flint towards Jerusalem.  

 
Nothing is going to stop him fulfilling 
God’s will - nothing will deflect him from 
the path of the Cross.  
 

And, in that passage in Mark’s Gospel, 
Jesus calls his followers to the same kind 
of self-sacrifice, “If anyone wants to 
follow me, they must deny themselves, 
take up their cross and follow me.” 
 

In a complete negation of all that the 
world says, success for Jesus is 
measured in terms of apparent personal 
failure. It is in the journey to and through 
the cross that success is achieved! In 
Jesus’ weakness, God’s purposes are 
fulfilled. ...  
 

The apostle James, (in his letter, James 
3:1-120) highlights how easily our 
tongues lead us into hypocrisy. We say 
one thing and do another, or we say one 
thing in church and something 
completely different in another context. 
James challenges us to be consistent in 
our commitments: to walk the walk as 
well as talk the talk; to be those who live 
out their Sunday faith on Monday, and 
Tuesday, and every day of the week. 
  
The Suffering Servant, set his face like a 
flint into the suffering that is coming his 
way - confident of God’s help to endure. 
There’s no disgrace, no shame, in the 
torture he faces because he knows that 
he can trust God for his future, for his 
ultimate vindication. How strange and 
different these attitudes are. How 
different to our own attitudes?  
 

We strive to protect ourselves. We’ve 
taught ourselves to be self-reliant. “Look 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgoayu_d3dAhWQzoUKHX5FDiEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://frdoug.typepad.com/blog/2013/03/palm-sundaypassion-sunday-cycle-c.html&psig=AOvVaw0gDvz84x5Zh6UR3TR9uRzO&ust=1538233652676092
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after number one - no one else will!” 
We’ve learnt to see weakness as 
shameful. Success is so important to our 
sense of self-worth. We don’t like all this 
talk about denying ourselves and about 
taking up our own cross. We cannot be 
seen to fail, even if that means that we 
need to put others down. 
 

Success, for Jesus, was all about failure 
and shame. Somehow, in some way that 
we find very difficult to explain, evil 
spends itself like waves crashing on a 
beach, when it meets Jesus at the Cross.  
 

The message of the Cross is that evil is 
ultimately defeated in our world, not 
through aggression but through 
suffering and death. And we don’t like to 
hear it, we don’t want to hear it. I want 
my revenge if I am hurt, I want those 
who hurt me to suffer; and to the extent 
that I give in to my desires, I feed the 
cycle of unease and distrust. 
 

Jesus calls us take up our cross, to bear 
shame for the sake of the kingdom, not 
to retaliate. We are called to set aside 
self-protection and look to the interests 
of others – to deny ourselves. We are 
called to walk with Jesus on the way of 
the Cross - most often in the smaller 
things of life - the petty disagreements, 
the small misunderstandings. 
 

We are called to use our tongues to build 
and not destroy. How? Let’s return to 
that passage in Isaiah. Isaiah 50:4-5 gives 
us a clue: 
 

“The Lord God has given me the 
tongue of a teacher that I may know 
how to sustain the weary with a word. 

Morning by morning he wakens - 
wakens my ear to listen as those who 
are taught.” 
 

Says Isaiah - we need the “tongue of a 
teacher” - the openness that doesn’t 
hoard knowledge (because knowledge 
is power) but shares it with others. 
Openness that shares ourselves with 
others. Openness which allows us to 
share the glory and praise with others. 
Openness that makes ourselves 
vulnerable so as to lift others from their 
weariness. Our speech is to be full of 
words of encouragement rather than 
gossip; words which build up not words 
which destroy. 
 

And, says Isaiah, we also need to be 
willing to listen. We can’t close our minds 
in some sort of self-righteous crusade. 
(We know what’s best and we’re going 
to do it. Blow everyone else!) 
 

No. ... It was because Christ was open to 
others, vulnerably sharing himself with 
them listening to their needs, that he set 
his face like a flint to the Cross. Because 
he was aware of others, Christ chose 
suffering and death. The challenge for us 
is to be so open with others that we are 
prepared, ultimately, if necessary, to set 
aside our well-being, our comfort, so as 
to meet their needs. 
 

So, how do we succeed?  
 

Jesus answer would be, “By becoming 
vulnerable. By being willing to die, by 
being willing to embrace failure.” 
 
A very different measure of success! 

Revd Roger Farnworth 
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   Ask, Seek and Knock 

 

                "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; 
                 knock, and it will be opened to you."  (Luke 11:9) 
 

Please choose a focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the 
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer.  There is a prayer at 
the end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your 
prayers. 
 
 

This month: 
 

     Please pray for our town centre here in Ashton.  Pray that the 

businesses prosper and that people can find work to support 

their families.  Pray also that the decision makers in the town 

make wise decisions with compassion for all.   

     Please pray for world leaders - enlighten those who possess 

power and money that they may avoid the sin of indifference, 

that they may love the common good, advance the weak, 

and care for this world in which we live.   

  Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill 

or in need of God’s healing touch at this time.  Please pray for 

God to heal them, take away pain, get rid of any illness and to 

bring them comfort.  

 

Lord, we offer you our prayers.  Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and 
help us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.              
                                                                                                                             Amen  
                                                                                                                         

 

***************************************************** 

                                   Scouts Please!  
 

3rd Ashton Scout Group are looking for 

new members ages 101/2yrs to 14yrs. 

We meet every Tuesday at 7.15pm to 9.00pm 

at St James Church. 
     

                                For more information contact Tina 

               Group Scout Leader  -   07411773336 or tina@dah.co.uk 

mailto:tina@dah.co.uk


6 

 

A Wedding at St Gabriel’s! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Sunday 2nd September 2018, two members of the St Gabriel’s congregation 
were married in our beautiful church. 
 

Martyn Moorhouse and Joyce Mahon met at St Gabriel’s and therefore felt it 
was only appropriate to marry here – and what a beautiful ceremony it was! 
The happy couple were married by Rev Pat Lodge, who came out of retirement 
to conduct the service, accompanied by Rev Ben Brady. 
 

Joyce was accompanied to the church by her granddaughters Courtney and 
Rosie and by Martyn’s granddaughter Eris, who made beautiful flower girls. 
Martyn’s son, Will, was honoured to act as Best Man to his Dad.  
 

St Gabriel’s Church looked beautiful as the 
couple made their vows, exchanged rings and 
signed the register, beaming with joy, in front 
of all their guests.  
 

Now the proud parents of a blended family of 4 
daughters, a son, 3 granddaughters and 5 
grandsons, all the family were delighted to 
witness the marriage. Many members of the St 
Gabriel’s congregation were also there to 
support the happy couple as they made their 
vows in front of over 120 people. 
 

All of us at St Gabriel’s Church wish Martyn and 
Joyce a blissfully long marriage full of love and 
happiness.  
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What’s On? 
 

 

Café Church at 

 St James’ Church 
 

Wednesday 10
th

 October 

1.45pm 

Informal worship with  

tea, coffee and a chat. 

Everyone is welcome 

 

 

 

Pick 'n' Mix Prayer  
Pick ‘n’ Mix prayer finishes on  

Wednesday 3rd October 7.30pm - 

8.30pm at St Gabriel's Church,  
 exploring a variety of ways 

 of prayer from a treasure trove 
 of traditions, led by  

Rev'd Liz Devall from St John's Hurst.  
Please do not arrive before 7.15pm.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St Gabriel’s Church 
Ladies Pamper Evening 
Various treatments available 

including massage, reflexology,  
facials, eyebrow shaping and tinting, 

nails, make up etc. 
Refreshments available including 
wine - have a fun girls night out! 
Friday 12th October at 7.30pm 

Tickets £4  
Contact Sandra Kiy 07740 766687 

 

Race Night 
7.00pm Saturday 13th October            

Ashton Rugby Club 
£5 Adults  - £3 Children 

Includes supper 
Tickets from Tina 

07411 773336 
Fundraising for 

3rd Ashton Scout Group 

 
School Harvest Services 

Parochial School 9.30am Wednesday   3rd October 
Hurst Knoll St James’ School 1.45pm Monday    8th October 
St James’ School 1.45pm Thursday 11th October 
St Peter’s School 9.30am Friday 12th October 
Holy Trinity School 9.30am Friday 26th October 

 

St. Michael’s  
Open Days 

 

St. Michael’s is open every 
Thursday 10.30am to 3.00pm  
The Eucharist will take place 

as usual at 11.00am  
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTktbMv63cAhVF16QKHatAAHYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://realclipart.today/free-prayer-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw1cb9RJmqG2q4E7S3z73XOR&ust=1532169833705639
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REQUEST FOR HELP! 
St Michael’s Church needs both a Treasurer and a Secretary for its DCC. 

 Please could people from the other churches in our Parish consider whether 

they could offer their help to take on these roles for us - we would be 

extremely grateful.  If you think you could help please could you contact 

Father Jules as soon as possible or, if Father Jules has already moved to his 

new Parish by the time that you have decided, please could you tell Roger.   

We are praying hard that someone can help us. Thank you! 
 

 

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

Barry Bowden has been inspired by 

The Manchester Bees 
 
Bee unique 
Lord Beeden-Powell (Scouts) 
Crossacres Acadabee  (Academy) 

Bee the best 
Beecon of light 
Bee happy 
Bee universal 
The bees knees 
Beelieve 

Bee diverse 
Peace bee with you 
Proud to bee 

Bee mindful 
Bee inspired 
Rubee 
Mr Been 
Bee quiet 
Beehave yourself 

 
100 large bees and 115 small ones, so I’m told – extremely colourful and very 
imaginative! 

 

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

 
Book Review 
 

Toxic People – dealing with dysfunctional relationships  
By Tim Cantopher, SPCK, £9.99 
 

Jeremy Vine of BBC Radio 2 has called this a ‘brilliant book about how we identify 
the often-charming people - who only spread misery.' Some people are so 
stressful, they can actually make us ill. Gameplayers, bullies, users and abusers – 
all can become a risk to our health and welfare if we don’t take some action. 
  

This book presents the tools we need to deal with the toxic people in our lives, 
who drain our energy. It explains how to make healthy relationship choices, set 
proper boundaries and recognise the red flags that should alert us to avoid certain 
people. Topics range from: toxic types and how to identify them;  understanding 
why others behave as they do; toxic places, including where you work ; and how to 
protect yourself.  
 

If you’re surrounded by the takers of this world, read this book and gain the 
freedom to make your own choices and live your own life.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj3iaCZ793dAhUSyoUKHaTFD80QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.womenworking.com/5-types-disloyal-people-dont-want-life/&psig=AOvVaw3iH6QxY9LTpiiMlJOq-0gP&ust=1538229817335239
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 Tim Peake speculates on 
intelligent design 

 
The astronaut Tim Peake, on a recent visit to 
Peterborough Cathedral, has said that although he is 
not religious, his time in space made him consider 
the possibility that the universe is not an accident, 
but the result of intelligent design.   
 

Tim Peake spoke about his journey back to Earth in 
2016.  According to The Times, he said: ‘Although I say I'm not religious it 
doesn't necessarily mean that I don't seriously consider that the universe could 
have been created from intelligent design. There are many things in science that 
lead us towards that conclusion. 
 

‘From a point of view of seeing how magnificent the Earth is from space and 
seeing the cosmos from different perspective, it helps you to relate to that.’ 
 

Peake added that, as well as the scale of the universe being impressive, looking 
at the minute details also made him think: ‘When you look at the smaller scale, 
the micro level, and you understand quantum mechanics and quantum physics, 
there are many things that lead us... towards intelligent design of the universe.’ 
 

The Astronaut's Soyuz landing module and spacesuit is on display in 
Peterborough Cathedral until 5th November 
 

******************************************** 

Laughter is the best medicine! 
 

Apples 

The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic primary school for 

lunch.  At the head of the table was a large pile of apples.  A nun had 

posted a note on the apple tray, ‘Take only ONE.  God is watching.’ 

At the other end of the table was a large pile of chocolate chip cakes, next 

to which, in a child’s handwriting, was a sign, ‘Take all you want.  God is 

watching the apples.’ 
 

Way to go! 

My young grandson called the other day to wish me Happy Birthday.  He 

asked me how old I was, and I told him, 62.  My grandson was quiet for a 

moment, and then he ventured: ‘Did you start at 1 ?’ 
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News from St Peter’s School! 
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Saint of the month 
 

Edward the Confessor 
 
 
 
 
 
If you approve of giving money to help cathedrals survive, then Edward 

the Confessor (1003 – 66) is the saint for you! 
 

This early King of England was the virtual founder of Westminster 

Abbey.  And never mind entrance charges –   at one point in his life, 

Edward was giving a full tenth of his income to Westminster Abbey. 

Edward was the son of King Ethelred the Unready and his second, 
Norman wife, Emma.  After various ups and downs which included a 

brief exile in Normandy, Edward was made King of England in 1042. 

 

As King, Edward had a tricky time of it – trying to keep the peace for 

over 20 years while various Danish and Norman magnates struggled for 

power (which eventually led to the Norman Conquest). Scholars have 
argued over how much of a success he was as a king. 

 

As a Christian, there is no doubt:  Edward’s holiness was evident to 

all.  He made himself accessible to his people, he was generous to the 

poor, and chaste.  He was also reputed to have seen visions and even 
achieved miraculous cures for people through prayer. 

 

Edward did much to help the Church in many ways.  His lasting 

contribution was the original Westminster Abbey – a huge Romanesque 

church, 300 feet long, with a nave of 12 bays.   

 
Westminster Abbey became the place of 

coronation and burial of kings and queens of 

England.  It was finished and consecrated just 

before his death.  Edward was buried there, and 

his relics are undisturbed to this day. 

 
During the Middle Ages, Edward was a very 

popular saint: along with Edmund of East 

Anglia, he was widely considered to be England’s 

patron saint for a time. 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjb_ufv6brdAhWrxoUKHZJtDcoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/20400/20422/edwardi_20422.htm&psig=AOvVaw29iRv9VRyJPQgUO2PekkpG&ust=1537025909916251
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwidtJuH993dAhVP6RoKHVFaDA0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.fotosearch.com/UNY062/u10345806/&psig=AOvVaw2kHbzS_VE56YAVA7wu6VL6&ust=1538232014047509
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Harvest 2018 
 
Harvest is a time of thanksgiving to God for 
all His provision for us. It is good to cultivate 
a grateful heart, and studies have shown that 
people who practise thankfulness tend to 
have a more positive outlook on life, be 
more optimistic about the future, and are 
generally healthier than those who do a lot 
of grumbling and complaining. 
 
On one occasion Jesus met a group of ten 
lepers (Luke 17:11-19). They called out to 
Him in a loud voice, asking for Him to have 
pity of them, which He did. He sent them to 
the priest, and on the way they were healed. 
However, only one of them returned to give 
thanks to Jesus, and he was a Samaritan. He 
threw himself at the feet of Jesus and 
thanked Him, giving praise to God in a loud 
voice. 
 
It occurs to me that most of us make a loud 
noise when we are in need of help, but we 
are much quieter about giving thanks. We 
are not inhibited when making our needs 
known to God, but how many of us make a point of giving Him thanks when we 
have received His help? Do we sing His praises loudly? Do we give clear testimony 
to what the Lord has done? 
 
Why not try and cultivate the discipline of gratitude in your life? Make it a rule to 
thank anyone who helps you in some way, or who encourages you. Let them know 
you appreciate them. Review each day before you sleep, reminding yourself of 
every good thing that happened, and offering your thoughts to God as a prayer. 
Introduce a short time of giving thanks in your church service. In your home group 
have a time of praying short, sentence prayers of gratitude to God. Keep a 
gratitude diary. 
 
Rather than focus of what you don’t have, or what has gone wrong, train your 
mind to focus on what you do have, and what has gone right. You will be surprised 
at the difference it can make. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwilurSN67rdAhVBzRoKHTJNBoUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://worldartsme.com/fall-harvest-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw0Ie4kDL5FQpE6V_ZNUlRFh&ust=1537026204045568


13 

 

Our favourite bear is 60! 
 

Paddington Bear made his first appearance 
60 years ago, on 13th Oct 1958, when the 
book A Bear Called Paddington, by Michael 
Bond, was published. 

Paddington is of course a fictional, 
anthropomorphised bear who has featured 
in more than 20 books that have been 
translated into 30 languages and have sold 
more than 30 million copies. He has also 
starred in two major films and has been 
described as a worthy successor to Winnie 
the Pooh. 

Though he comes from darkest Peru, and 
not heaven, he possesses many of the 
characteristics of Jesus, though falling short 
in some areas: he has a tendency, for 

instance, to get the wrong end of the stick. Nevertheless, he is always polite, 
kind-hearted, hospitable, generous and loving. One can even imagine Jesus 
giving some people the Paddington “hard stare”, though it does not appear to 
be mentioned in the New Testament. 

Paddington Brown – to give him the name of his adopted family – also has the 
gift of transforming other people’s lives through his own goodness. 

A Paddington Bear soft toy was the first item passed through the Channel 
Tunnel by British tunnellers to their French counterparts when the link was 
made in 1994. 

 
Worst 
A bishop was quite concerned about a decision he had just made, so 

much so that he went to his archdeacon to ask his opinion of it. 

‘Yes, I’d say it’s your worst decision yet,’ the plain-talking 

archdeacon replied. 

Confused, the bishop ventured, ‘Yet?’ 

To which the archdeacon replied, ‘Well, it’s not so bad that I think you’re 

incapable of making a worse decision.’ 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjR1fXq7brdAhUryIUKHWTWDz4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-441241.html&psig=AOvVaw0mMFxyRgAO0-HT3ISPu4LM&ust=1537026911706498
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjR1fXq7brdAhUryIUKHWTWDz4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-441241.html&psig=AOvVaw0mMFxyRgAO0-HT3ISPu4LM&ust=1537026911706498
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjR1fXq7brdAhUryIUKHWTWDz4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-441241.html&psig=AOvVaw0mMFxyRgAO0-HT3ISPu4LM&ust=1537026911706498
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjR1fXq7brdAhUryIUKHWTWDz4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-441241.html&psig=AOvVaw0mMFxyRgAO0-HT3ISPu4LM&ust=1537026911706498
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjR1fXq7brdAhUryIUKHWTWDz4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-441241.html&psig=AOvVaw0mMFxyRgAO0-HT3ISPu4LM&ust=1537026911706498
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjR1fXq7brdAhUryIUKHWTWDz4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-441241.html&psig=AOvVaw0mMFxyRgAO0-HT3ISPu4LM&ust=1537026911706498
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjR1fXq7brdAhUryIUKHWTWDz4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-441241.html&psig=AOvVaw0mMFxyRgAO0-HT3ISPu4LM&ust=1537026911706498
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjR1fXq7brdAhUryIUKHWTWDz4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-441241.html&psig=AOvVaw0mMFxyRgAO0-HT3ISPu4LM&ust=1537026911706498
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Christian Aid appeal for Kerala flood victims 
 

Christian Aid has launched an emergency appeal for those 
impacted by Kerala’s recent deadly floods, having already responded with life-
saving assistance for around 20,000 people who have lost their homes. 
The appeal will help the charity target some of the southern Indian state’s poorest 
and most vulnerable villages. Households will receive assistance with safe drinking 
water, sanitation supplies, hygiene essentials such as soap, and shelter materials 
including tarpaulin, rope and blankets. 
The shocking devastation has forced hundreds of thousands to flee their homes. As 
Ram Kishan, Christian Aid’s Regional Emergency Manager, said: “What I have seen 
and been hearing here is on a scale not seen for a hundred years. Christian Aid’s 
appeal for support is needed to help us provide clean water, shelter and emergency 
food supplies and more important livelihood support for people who have been 
forced to flee their homes.” 
Christian Aid’s relief work in Kerala has been kick-started with a £77,000 grant from 
the UK government-backed Start Fund, which releases money quickly after 
disasters.  People can donate to the Christian Aid Kerala Floods Appeal by 
visiting www.caid.org.uk/kerala. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Hospital Choir Carol Concerts 
 

Each year, over two nights, the Manchester & Districts Hospital Choir holds a Carol 
Concert at the Bridgewater Hall in aid of CLIC Sargent, the UK’s leading cancer 
charity for children, young people and their families. 
Over a number of years these Concerts have raised many thousands of pounds for 
this most worthy Charity and, as the newly installed Committee Chairman, I plan to 
ensure that this continues to happen. 
 

The guest Conductor at the Concerts is Clark Rundell and he will be joined by 
Jonathan Scott on the Organ and the Greater Manchester Police 
Trumpeters.  There will also be guest appearances of Primary school choirs from 
Failsworth, Bolton, Bury and Sale. 
 

The Concerts will take place this year on Monday 3rd December and Tuesday 4th 
December.  Tickets, which range in price from £17.50 to £22.50, are available now 
from the Bridgewater Hall Booking Office, either by visiting in person (no fee) or 
alternatively via the internet/phone which will incur a booking fee. 
 

Why not help to raise money for this wonderful Charity whilst experiencing a 
thoroughly enjoyable evening where you can join in with singing traditional carols 
for all the family to enjoy.  It’s time to shed any thoughts of ‘Bah Humbug!’ 
I very much hope that you are able to attend on one of the evenings. 

Sharman Birtles JP DL 

http://www.caid.org.uk/kerala
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjpn5vg6t3dAhUMuRoKHUnLCfEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Aid&psig=AOvVaw0Y-koIR-clwvJuLRjNSIeR&ust=1538228720871649


15 

 

A Cautionary Tale! 
 
Most Anglican churches are historic 
buildings and the Church of England 
has a duty to ensure that maintenance, 
repairs and improvements are carried 
out using appropriate materials and 
methods in keeping with the buildings’ 
origins. 
   
Unlike housing and industry, churches 
do not have to apply for planning 
permission to their local council for 
improvements and alterations, but they 
do need to liaise closely with the 
Diocesan Advisory Council (DAC) to 
ensure that standards are maintained 
and that the correct materials are used. 
Repairs and changes to the fabric of the  
building, (roof, ceilings, walls, floors 
etc) however minor, usually require a 
Faculty – the equivalent of planning 
permission from the Diocese.  Changes 
inside or outside the church must also 
have approval.  The best advice is 
always consult with your Archdeacon!  
Even if you just want to put a notice 
board on the community room wall! 
 
An article in a recent Church Times 
publication told how one church in the 
Leicester diocese, during an 
interregnum, had lead from their roof 
stolen, resulting in damage from leaks, 
and consequently made insurance 
claims of £7,500 for the theft and 
£7500 for consequently damage to the 
organ. 
 

 
 
The PCC emailed the DAC saying that 
reroofing in lead would cost £12,840 
plus architect’s fees, whereas roofing in 
an alternative “composite material” 
would cost only £7750 plus architect’s 
fees. 
 
They asked if it were necessary to use 
lead and the DAC replied that ideally 
lead should be replaced by lead and 
that they would be reluctant to 
approve the use of an alternative 
material.  The PCC were informed that 
the work could not be undertaken 
without a faculty being granted. 
A member of the PCC later wrote to the 
Archdeacon and several others to 
inform them that the repairs had been 
completed in the “composite material.” 
 
The Chancellor consequently ordered a 
hearing and, although he said that he 
would not order the materials to be 
removed and replaced with lead, he 
ordered that the individual PCC 
member who was apparently the 
driving force behind the decision pay 
the costs of the hearing without any 
contribution from PCC or any other 
church funds. The amount is not 
known, but the Chancellor did say that 
if the Churchwardens and PCC 
members supported his decision, they 
were at liberty to make their own 
voluntary contributions towards his 
debt. 
 
A cautionary tale to all PCC members! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiY_qjL_N3dAhWnxIUKHQ8wC84QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.canstockphoto.com/illustration/stopped.html&psig=AOvVaw3kW1P3iMzZRRXoGVZQ8LL5&ust=1538233502046318
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October 2018 - Parish Sunday Services 
 
 

 

19th Sunday after Trinity    9.30am St James   Holy Communion + Baptism 
Sunday 7th October    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church 
  11.00am St Peter   Baptism & Service of the Word 
  11.00am St Michael   Holy Communion + Baptism 
 
 

20th Sunday after Trinity    9.30am St James   Holy Communion 
Harvest Festival    9.30am St. Gabriel     All Age Service of The Word 
Sunday 14th October  11.00am  St Michael   Holy Communion  
  11.00am St Peter   Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James   St James on Sunday Afternoon 

 
21st Sunday after Trinity    9.30am St. James    Family Communion 
Sunday 21st October    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church
  11.00am St. Peter   Holy Communion   
  11.00am St. Michael   Holy Communion 

  
Last Sunday after Trinity     9.30am    St James       Holy Comm 
Sunday 28th October             9.30am    St Gabriel     All Age Service of The Word 
  11.00am St Peter  Holy Communion 
  11.00am St Michael  Holy Communion  
    4.00pm St James  St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 

 
 

Regular Weekday Services 
 
 

Tuesday: 12.15pm    St Peter’s        Morning Prayer/Holy Communion 
                     (followed by optional bring and share lunch)                            
Wednesday:    1.30pm St. James        Holy Communion 
                                (except 2nd Wed of the month, which is Café Church) 
 

Thursday:       11.00am     St. Michael     Holy Communion 
              4.00pm     Holy Trinity    Evening Prayer * 
                          * (This will be a Eucharist Service on the 1st Thursday of the month) 
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Parish Notices 
From the September registers: 

 

Baptisms: 
There were no baptisms in September 
 

Weddings: 
We rejoice with the families of: 
Martyn Moorhouse and Joyce Mahon 
 

Blessing of Marriage: 
We celebrate with the families of: 
Roy Patten and Linda Patten-Smith 

 
Funerals: 
There were no funerals in September 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Pause for Thought 
 

 There are two kinds of friends: those who are around when you need 

them, and those who are around when they need you. 
 

 You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving. 
 

 The sole purpose of a child’s middle name is so he can tell when he’s 

really in trouble. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Great, local, reliable and hard-working 
Domestic Cleaners. £12.95 per hour.  
Tel Angela Robbins 
Christ Church, Oldham Rd, Choir Member  
07713 921676 

 
 

                                         Well Polished Tameside 

covering Tameside, Oldham, Glossop and Stockport 
 

http://www.well-polished.com/F039 

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 
 

CLERGY: (*usual day off) 
 

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)        
 The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL  330 2771 
 
Fr Jules Mambu,  Team Curate (*Mon) 
                          35 Palace Road, Ashton OL6 8HJ                                07897 697503 
 
Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate  (*Fri)            285 1382 
             
 
 
 

 
Items for the Magazine:  
Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the 15th October for inclusion in 
the next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

210 Stamford Street 

 

 
ashton@minutemanpress.com 

mailto:ashton@minutemanpress.com
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The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne 

 is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only  
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor 


