
1 

 

 

   
 
              
 
                  Holy Trinity                   

  

St.     

Gabriel 

The Parish of 
The Good 
Shepherd,            St. James   

Ashton-under-Lyne   
 
  
 
 
 
            

             St. Peter  

                                                                                 St. Michael and All Angels 
            

          

MAY 2019 

                                                               Price 50p 



2 

 

Editorial 
The Ascension is a hugely neglected festival, which deserves to have a bigger place in 
our church life. How do we understand it? 
The Ascension tells us that Jesus is in control: ‘Jesus has gone into heaven and is at 
God’s right hand’ (1 Peter 3:22). Jesus occupies the top spot in the universe; the 
control of our world is in the safe, scarred hands of Jesus. We can offer Him our 
worship and allegiance, knowing that His plans are better than those of any Prime 
Minister or President. 
The Ascension tells us that God is committed to His world: ‘And God raised us up with 
Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus’ (Ephesians 2:6). 
Jesus did not leave His humanity behind when He ascended, for we are raised with 
Christ to heaven. Therefore, God is bound to His world and we can trust Him to fulfil 
His purpose for our lives and world. 
The Ascension gives us a job to do: ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations’ (Matthew 28:18,19). God’s 
primary means of working in the world is now through us. He commissions for this task 
at Ascension and equips us at Pentecost. We are called to make disciples, starting in 
our workplace, family and community. 

 

If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!! 
 
 

The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the 
Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, for editorial 
purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have any comments 
to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 2771 or talk to a 

member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made. 
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 The Parish Prayer 
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow in 
faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work together 

to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches, and be relevant to 
those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.      Amen. 
 

www.goodshepherdashton.org            Registered Charity Number 1134826 

http://www.goodshepherdashton.org/
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Mary, Martha and Lazarus 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During this Lent period I was really 
struck by the lectionary reading with 
Mary, Martha and Lazarus. The 
passage is taken from John 12 (get 
your bible out and have a read!). 
This is the passage I want to reflect 
on.  
 
I have also been reading about 
Ignatian Spirituality. One area of 
Ignatius that has interested me, is to 
read a bible story and imagine 
yourself into it. Imagine the sights, 
the sounds, the smells and feel the 
emotions flying around. Do you 
resonate with a particular character 
or are you in the crowd? What 
would you say to Jesus? Is there 
anything you would ask him? I find 
engaging with the Bible in this way 
very immersive and exciting. I 
believe our imagination is a gift from 
God to be used creatively and to 
draw us closer to him. 
 

We first hear of Mary and Martha 
when Jesus goes to visit them.  The 
Luke 10:38 passage speaks of how 
Mary was sat at the feet of Jesus, 
listening to him.  Meanwhile, a 
rather resentful Martha feels that it 
is unfair that she was making 
preparations for Jesus being with 
them without the help of Mary.  
Martha asks Jesus to tell Mary to 
help her.  Jesus tells Martha that she 
is worrying about many things when 
really she should have been sat with 
him like Mary. 
 
We next meet Mary and Martha in 
John 11, where Jesus brings Lazarus 
back from the dead. Mary and 
Martha are sisters to Lazarus. Here 
we read how Jesus raises Lazarus 
from the dead to the glory of God. 
The mourning had been going on for 
some time. Martha warns Jesus that 
since Lazarus has been dead for four 
days, he is starting to stink. But 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjE2eah6eXhAhUwyIUKHdU9CdwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://requestreduce.org/categories/mary-annointing-jesus-feet-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw0psNsT9UohKgFZClbZjWfN&ust=1556095394055565
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Jesus still opens the tomb and raises 
Lazarus from death to life. 
 
Now onto the following chapter, 
John 12. Here we read Jesus is 
staying with Lazarus, Mary and 
Martha before he enters Jerusalem 
for the Passover. What strikes me is 
what each one of the three were 
doing. Lazarus, who was dead but is 
now alive, is sat with Jesus having a 
meal. It says the meal was in Jesus’ 
honour.  I guess I would cook a 
fancy meal for someone who 
brought me back from the dead! 
Martha is serving.  Martha who 
previously, in Luke’s gospel, 
complained about serving, appears 
to be content. Mary is pouring 
expensive perfume on Jesus’ feet 
and wiping them with her hair in 
worship. 

- Lazarus is speaking, listening and 
sitting with Jesus.  

- Martha is contently serving Jesus. 

- Mary is worshipping Jesus. 
 

All three of them working in 
harmony, centred around Jesus. 
 
So in this month of May, where we 
celebrate Jesus ascending to 
Heaven, who are you? Which part of 
you needs nurturing? 

- Spending more time with Jesus 
like Lazarus? 

- Serving others like you were 
serving Jesus? 

- Or worshipping Jesus, as the 
Christ, like Mary? 
 

 

Revd Ben 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Patronal Festival 

Please note that we shall be celebrating our Patronal Festival with a  
United Parish Service at St James’ Church 

At 10.30am on Sunday 19th May 2019 
There will be no other services in the parish that day 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjc9qPc6srhAhVOD2MBHfi6BkQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.123rf.com/clipart-vector/good_shepherd.html&psig=AOvVaw08Dt5jwVLDYAvyZfdkWL6b&ust=1555168076903711
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   Ask, Seek and Knock 

 

                "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; 
                 knock, and it will be opened to you."  (Luke 11:9) 
 

Please choose a focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the 
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer.  There is a prayer at 
the end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your 
prayers. 
 

This month: 
 

     Please pray for our town centre here in Ashton.  Pray that the 

businesses prosper and that people can find work to support 

their families.  Pray also that the decision makers in the town 

make wise decisions with compassion for all.   

 

     As we believe that our Lord Jesus Christ ascended into heaven, 

pray for God’s help to seek and serve Him so we in heart and mind 

may also ascend and with Him continually dwell. 

 

    Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill 

or in need of God’s healing touch at this time.  Please pray for 

God to heal them, take away pain, get rid of any illness and to 

bring them comfort.  

 
Lord, we offer you our prayers.  Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and 
help us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.              
                                                                                                                             Amen 
  
                                                                                                                         

***************************************************** 

                                   Scouts Please!  
 

3rd Ashton Scout Group are looking for 

new members ages 101/2yrs to 14yrs. 

We meet every Tuesday at 7.15pm to 9.00pm 

at St James Church. 
     

                                For more information contact Tina 

               Group Scout Leader  -   07411773336 or tina@dah.co.uk 

 

mailto:tina@dah.co.uk
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Holy Trinity pupils are helping to protect our planet 
 

Following their campaign against the overuse of plastic packaging 

last term, Global Gang have been organising activities to support the 

World Land Trust (WLT). 

The WLT is a charity that aims to ensure the conservation of plants, 

animals and natural communities in areas at risk. With the help of 

year five and six children, Global Gang organised a mini tea party and 

a non-uniform day for the whole school. They also helped to explain 

to everyone why forests around the globe are in danger and what we 

can do to help. 

The events were very successful and they managed to raise enough 

money to buy two whole acres of the Yungas forest in Argentina! 

The Yungas forest is at risk from agriculture, with cleared land 

being mainly used for the growing of soya beans and sugar cane. 

Over 90% of the lower areas of the forest have already been 

cleared so it is really important that we act now to ensure that 

there is still a home for the jaguars, pumas and the other animals 

that call the forest their home. 

 
You can do your bit to help save habitats around the world by making 

sure you buy sustainable products and by reducing waste. 

Global Gang 
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What’s On? 
 

 

 

 

 

Café Church at 

 St James’ Church 

Wednesday 8
TH

 May 1.45pm 

Informal worship with  

tea, coffee and a chat. 

Everyone is welcome 

 

 

 
Sunday Evening Service 

St Michael’s Church 
Contemporary worship with prayer 

for Tameside and Ashton, 
 with other churches in Tameside 

6.30pm on the 1st Sunday 
 of each month  

The next will be 5th May.  

 

 

WEA 

Art Exhibition 
Friday 21st and Saturday 22nd June 

10.00am – 4.00pm 

At St James’ Church 

Refreshments available 

 

 

 

 
 

16th Ashton Brownies 
16th Ashton Brownies meet at 

St Gabriel's Church on Mondays 

from 6.30 till 8.00 pm. 

They have new leaders and have 

some places available  for girls 

between the ages of 7 and 10 years. 

Please contact  

Sharon Oldham  07795957114 

Chloe Hammond 07450572303 

if your child is interested in joining. 

 

 

 

Hurst Fest 
Saturday 11th May at 

Ashton United Football 

Ground, Hurst Cross 

Lots of stalls and activities 

St James’ Church has a stall 

 selling £1 parcels 

 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

He who sees a need and waits to be asked for help 

is as unkind as if he had refused it.  Dante 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj6o6fX2ODgAhVQDGMBHfMYB6QQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.chimeworks.com/blog/ringing-contemporary-worship/&psig=AOvVaw1FIR05l85LAYrSwEngwuRU&ust=1551521040846653
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj24Kjol5bhAhUHx4UKHVP4BScQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://worldartsme.com/church-festival-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw1SuoXqNYHqUBW8ZMJYCLWM&ust=1553359108720522
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjdzP2Mv_ffAhWvAGMBHRMrCF0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/krisw0908/girl-scout-clip-art-brownie/&psig=AOvVaw1ADZmTX3cmnCZm2vu61R2Z&ust=1547905538501262
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwig-Nyr9dbhAhXcTxUIHbv0CFkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/441845413412076406/&psig=AOvVaw3auPPvXqeECi3-EbppOhUF&ust=1555583239462050
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A Place of Welcome 

St Gabriel's Church open their doors 
every Monday morning from 9.30 till 
12.00 to invite people from the community 
in to our building to enjoy a free drink and 
refreshments. This is not just for church 
members but for everybody in the 
neighbourhood who would like to come 
along. 
We hope that people will come along to 
socialise and just enjoy each other's 
company. During the morning we aim to 
provide simple entertainment such as a 
quiz sheet, some armchair aerobics, bingo, 
craft activities etc. We are sure that some 
of you may even have your own skills to 
share! 
However, none of these are obligatory - 
you may prefer to just sit and chat - and 
that is perfectly fine!   There is no charge 
for anything – all welcome! 

 

 
 

St Peter’s Church 
Designated Red Cross 

Drop-in Centre   
For Refugees and Asylum Seekers 

Thursdays 10.00am – 2.00pm 
The Red Cross will be providing 
grants to Refugees and Asylum 

Seekers who meet eligibility 
requirements.  Also providing 

ESOL classes; 
a hub for other organisation such 

as NHS, Action Together etc;  
and a signposting service to 

 other organisations. 
Refreshments available    

  All are welcome! 
 
 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Book Review:  

Resilience in Life and Faith – finding your strength in God 
By Tony Horsfall, Debbie Hawker, BRF, £9.99 

This book encourages us to find our strength in God and to prepare ourselves for 
the challenges that life throws at us in an increasingly difficult world. 

Through biblical wisdom and psychological insight, it introduces us to the five key 
areas on which resilience is built – the spiritual, physical, emotional, cognitive and 
social domains. This is then illustrated from the lives of biblical characters and 
contemporary people. 

This book will be a great resource for anyone coping with the pressures of modern 
living. It will provide a great resource for counsellors, and those in leadership or 
working overseas. Uniquely, it will also help parents to develop resilience in their 
children.  Read this book if you want not only to survive, but to thrive. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://openclipart.org/download/276068/Open-Book-Remixed.svg&imgrefurl=https://openclipart.org/tags/open book&docid=MazIMtAHiVShzM&tbnid=n3I8xbOvI3gyYM:&vet=10ahUKEwjHs7DF9tbhAhW_SRUIHRehD-QQMwhuKAUwBQ..i&w=1116&h=629&safe=strict&bih=715&biw=1536&q=book clipart&ved=0ahUKEwjHs7DF9tbhAhW_SRUIHRehD-QQMwhuKAUwBQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwigipSPyvzeAhUmxoUKHVlgDDAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.services4.me.uk/kb5/nelincs/asch/service.page?id%3DFV8tSg07aiU&psig=AOvVaw3S9n2tUF6kIm8_mheAxEmV&ust=1543683168866123
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Canon David Winter ponders the new buzz word. 
 

The Way I See It:     Why are we all so challenged? 
 

I was listening to the ‘Today’ programme on the radio and decided on a 
sudden whim to turn it off the next time someone used the pseudo-
adjective ‘challenging’.   Within five seconds my finger hit the off button and 
yet another interminable discussion was replaced by silence.  
 

In the last decade words like ‘difficult’, ‘impossible’, ‘awkward’ and even 
‘wrong’ have been replaced by the all-purpose assertion of trust in human 
resources. We can rise to the challenge! To imply we can’t would be an 
admission of failure. 
 

So, the behaviour of a student of 15 who burns down the school bike sheds 
is described as ‘challenging’. But what does that mean? Who is being 
challenged? The student’s actions were stupid, selfish and wrong, but the 
subtle inference of ‘challenging’ is that others are in some way responsible. 
Of course, being challenged is part of responsible living. If we care about 
people, we want to see them flourish, not end up lost souls. But the 
challenge is not one-sided. 
 

In a different way this word is often on the lips of business leaders and 
executives faced with set-backs. Yes, the position is challenging, but we will 
try to rise to the challenge.  
 

The truth, which we all know, is that sometimes things are difficult, even 
overwhelming. At that point, we need help, not desperate 
determination to win a ‘challenge’. We certainly don’t 
need to be made to feel guilty for other people’s errors.  
The answer is not usually to arm ourselves for battle and 
‘face the challenge’, but to know where to turn for help. 
Human or divine. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Out of the mouths ………………. 
 

A little girl was walking with her father one night under the starry sky, 

gazing intently up at the glories of heaven. At last she said: “If the wrong 

side of heaven is so beautiful, what will the right side be like?” 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjzgazE_r3gAhVKxxoKHTOMC2IQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/343821752793110178/&psig=AOvVaw2yOBE-bNB7N80yEcXnoSgH&ust=1550328679769050
https://www.123rf.com/photo_79268032_stock-vector-person-helping-someone-icon-vector-illustration-graphic-design.html
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God in the Sciences 
by Dr. Ruth Bancewicz, who is based at The Faraday Institute for 
Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive 
relationship between Science and Christian faith.  
 

Love Me to the Moon? 
 

Do you know the story of little nutbrown hare? His father cared for him so much 
that the only thing big enough to describe his love was the enormous distance 
between the Earth and the Moon - and back again. It’s a wonderful story, but it 
pales into insignificance compared to the love that the Creator of the entire 
universe has for each one of us.  
 

When Paul wrote to the Ephesians, he said that he prayed they would be able “to 
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this 
love that surpasses knowledge”. So, what sort of scale could you use to capture the 
size of a love like that? 
 

I have heard professional astronomers say it is impossible to keep the enormous 
scales of our universe in mind all the time and keep functioning normally. But every 
now and again it is worth trying to wrap our heads around these distances and feel 
a sense of awe at our smallness compared to the vast distances of space.  
 

One way to connect more personally with astronomical scales is to consider the 
total amount of DNA in our bodies. This long thin chemical carries all the 
instructions needed for building and maintaining each cell – every tiny building 
block – in your body. A human cell contains two metres of DNA, coiled up very 
tightly. If it were possible to take this long thin molecule out of every cell, unroll it, 
and line up every piece end to end, how far would it reach? 
 

The average adult has about 3 trillion (3,000,000,000,000) DNA-containing cells in 
his or her body. Multiplied by two metres, that makes around 6 billion kilometres of 
DNA, which is immense compared to the distance to the moon. The sun is around 
150 million kilometres from earth, so our DNA could take us there and back many 
times. Pluto is, on average, around 6 billion kilometres away from Earth, so with our 
string of DNA we could take a one-way trip to the very edge of the solar system.  
 

God is the Creator of the vast spaces of the universe, but when Jesus described how 
God cares for us, He said that ‘even the very hairs on your head are numbered’. You 
could also say that He knows every molecule of DNA in your body. Jesus’ death on 
the cross showed that His love for each one of us is more unbreakable than the love 
of a parent for a child. So, what might He say in today’s language - I love you to 
Pluto and back? 

 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiW5oLggdXhAhUjxIUKHesRAWAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.etsy.com/nz/listing/521496404/love-you-to-the-moon-and-back-svg-png&psig=AOvVaw1WeA3epOcEl3-AMlSDvDJf&ust=1555517812139860
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Christian Aid Week (12 – 18 May): ‘All mums should live’ 

Sierra Leone is the world’s most dangerous 
place to become a mum. Every day 10 
women die from giving birth. In Sawula 
district, the community struggle with a clinic 
which has no electricity and only two delivery 
beds. 

Jebbeh is heavily pregnant but as her baby 
grows, it’s not joy that fills her heart, but 
fear. When Jebbeh’s sister Fatmata went in 
to labour, there were so few ambulances 
that Fatmata had no choice but to walk for 
three hours under the baking sun, to the 

nearest hospital. The journey was long and with every step Fatmata 
struggled to keep walking. 

Jebbeh told us: ‘My sister was crying out with hunger. She died on the side 
of the road. She never gave birth.’ 

This Christian Aid Week, together, we can make childbirth safe for mums 
and babies. Through our gifts and prayers, we can help give the world’s 
poorest mums a chance to live. 

This Christian Aid Week, 12-18 May, our church is [Add details of what you’re 
doing for Christian Aid Week and how others can get involved].  If our 
church raised £300, it could help provide a new delivery bed so more mums 
like Jebbeh can deliver their babies safely. 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

The Inexperienced Gardener 

A vicar, from Manchester way, 

Permitted his rose to decay. 

His wife, with more vigour 

Bought a hose with a trigger 

And said to her spouse, “let us spray!” 

By Nigel Beeton 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjzgazE_r3gAhVKxxoKHTOMC2IQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/343821752793110178/&psig=AOvVaw2yOBE-bNB7N80yEcXnoSgH&ust=1550328679769050
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Leonardo da Vinci is arguably the most famous Christian 
artist of all time, and so as we reach the 500th 
anniversary of his death, Michael Burgess looks back 
on his achievements. 

In praise of Leonardo da Vinci – 1451-1519 

Back in the 1960s, C P Snow’s lecture on the two 
cultures dominated the academic world:  science 
and art faced each other in the arena of 
knowledge like two mighty opposites. But journey 
back to Italy in the 15th century and you find no 
such division. The two worlds of science and the humanities were 
interwoven, inspiring each other to create works of beauty and wonder, 
and witnessed by the brilliance and gifts of Leonardo da Vinci.  

Here was an artist who painted The Last Supper and Mona Lisa. But 
also a scientist who in 7,000 pages of notebooks devised war engines, 
water mills, spinning machines, and even helicopters. He was the first to 
depict accurately the human embryo. Walter Isaacson in his biography 
wrote that da Vinci showed how ‘the ability to make connections across 
disciplines ….is a key to innovation, imagination and genius.’ 

Leonardo came from an insignificant background: he was the illegitimate 
son of a lawyer and a peasant girl in Tuscany. His father paid for his 
training, and so he entered the workshop of Verrocchio, excelling as 
both an artist and a fine mechanical scientist. Exploring the play of 
shadows and darkness, he created The Virgin of the Rocks; analyzing 
light, he created the chiaroscuro of the Mona Lisa; and penning a 
treatise on movement, he created the battle frenzy of Anghiari. 
Commissioned to cast a bronze horse as a monument to the Duke of 
Milan, he became so engrossed by investigating the muscles and 
tendons of horses and even by how to keep stables clean, that he forgot 
about the original work. 

On his deathbed in the monastery of Amboise in May 1519, he said that 
he had two regrets: that he was never able to fly and that he never 
finished that horse. But what he did create endures 500 years later as a 
testimony to the way in which science and art can together create 
beauty, and beauty can lead us both to the beauty of the soul and the 
beauty of God. 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

A politician thinks of the next election; 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjW6q2V-tbhAhUWSRUIHZDYAFoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.stickpng.com/img/celebrities/science/leonardo-da-vinci/leonardo-da-vinci-portrait&psig=AOvVaw2MAl2rhKHPnsRUPqy8p3DG&ust=1555584475942756
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The Rectory                                            

St James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 

So, your bishop is dropping hints that 

you should begin to consider a move to 

having your own parish – ‘not forever in 

green pastures’ comes to mind. Do not 

be too hasty to leave; remember that a 

curate can do no wrong, but a vicar can 

do no right.  That means that as soon as 

you get your own parish, you will be held 

accountable not only for everything that 

goes on inside the church, but also for 

the goal average of the local football 

team and the state of the economy. And 

if it rains for your first Summer Fete, 

you will be told reproachfully that this 

never used to happen when ‘the former 

vicar was here’. 

As you begin to ponder this momentous 

decision, allow me to give you a few 

pieces of advice. It will be assumed in 

the parish that every new incumbent is 

bound to be worse than his predecessor. 

The greatest compliment I ever 

received when leaving a parish came 

from an elderly parishioner: “I’ve known 

six Rectors of this parish; you weren’t 

the worst.” 

Naturally the church you go to will have 

asked for a married man between 30 

and 35 with a wife who will not have her 

own job but who wants to devote her 

entire life working for the parish – and 

it will be a definite advantage if she is a 

brilliant organist, professional caterer 

and fully computer literate. They will 

expect you to have two children, one of 

whom should be of primary school age, 

so he can attend the local Church 

school, where you will naturally wish to 

be chairman of governors and coach of 

the football team. 

They will want you to have exceptional 

talents for attracting young people – 

but for young people who enjoy the 

sorts of Services that the present 

congregation prefer – and you should 

have the ability to stop a baby crying 

during Matins with the briefest of 

glances. They will want you to bring ‘a 

breath of fresh air’ into parish life 

without changing anything. They will 

hope you will shun holidays, preach 

short sermons and be able to run a tight 

jumble sale. 

Your CV is a little thin. If you could 

acquire a wife and family within the 

next six months, become an expert 

flower arranger and qualify as a football 

referee, chartered accountant and 

trained electrician and plumber, it would 

prove very helpful. If in addition, you 

learned how to service photocopiers, 

your choice of parishes would be 

endless. 

On the other hand, my advice would be 

to stop attending all meetings where you 

know the bishop may be present; out of 

sight, out of mind. Have your phone 

disconnected, your letterbox sealed and 

only appear in public wearing dark 

glasses and a false beard. Keep your 

head down, lay low, hold on to the 

charmed life of being a curate for as 

long as possible. Life will never be 

better.               Your loving uncle, 

                                 Eustace 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjzgazE_r3gAhVKxxoKHTOMC2IQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/343821752793110178/&psig=AOvVaw2yOBE-bNB7N80yEcXnoSgH&ust=1550328679769050
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May 2019 - Parish Sunday Services 
 

 

 
Easter 3    9.30am St James   Holy Communion + Baptism 
Sunday 5th May    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church 
 11.00am St Peter   Baptism & Service of the Word 
 11.00am St Michael   Holy Communion + Baptism 
 
 
 

Easter 4    9.30am St James   Holy Communion 
Sunday 12th May    9.30am St. Gabriel     All Age Service of The Word 
   11.00am  St Michael   Holy Communion 
   11.00am St Peter   Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James   St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 
Easter 5    10.30am St. James    United Parish Service 
Sunday 19th May   No other services in the parish   
Patronal Festival    
   

  
 
Easter 6       9.30am    St James       Holy Communion 
Sunday 26th May      9.30am    St Gabriel     All Age Service of The Word 
     11.00am    St Peter        Holy Communion   
  11.00am St Michael  Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James  St James on Sunday Afternoon 
  
 

    Regular Weekday Services 
 

 

Tuesday: 12.15pm    St Peter’s        Morning Prayer/Holy Communion 
                     (followed by optional bring and share lunch)                            
Wednesday:    1.30pm St. James        Holy Communion 
                                (except 2nd Wed of the month, which is Café Church) 
 

Thursday:       11.00am     St. Michael     Holy Communion 
              4.00pm     Holy Trinity    Evening Prayer * 
 
                          * (This will be a Eucharist Service on the 1st Thursday of the month) 
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Parish Notices 
From the April registers: 
 

Baptisms: 
We give thanks with the families of: 

Teddie Arnold Litchfield Dennis Edward Litchfield 
Louie Richard Ormerod  

 

Weddings: 
We celebrate with the families of: 
Chevair Simone Trueman and Zachary James Hyde 
 

Funerals: 
There were no funerals in April 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

 

  Silliest Questions asked on a Cruise Ship!     
 

1. Do these steps go up or down? 

2. What do you do with the beautiful ice carvings after they melt? 

3. Does the crew sleep on the ship? 

4. Does the ship make its own electricity? 

5. Is it salt water in the toilets? 

6. What elevation are we at? 

7. What time is the Midnight Buffet being served? 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

Great, local, reliable and hard-working 
Domestic Cleaners. £13.45 per hour.  
Tel Angela Robbins 
Christ Church, Oldham Rd, Choir Member  
07713 921676 

 

                                         Well Polished Tameside 

covering Tameside, Oldham, Glossop and Stockport 
 

http://www.well-polished.com/F039 

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjzgazE_r3gAhVKxxoKHTOMC2IQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/343821752793110178/&psig=AOvVaw2yOBE-bNB7N80yEcXnoSgH&ust=1550328679769050
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 
 

CLERGY: (*usual day off) 
 

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)        
 The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL  330 2771 
 
Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate  (*Fri)            400 1556 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Items for the Magazine: Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the 
15th May for inclusion in the next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18. 
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The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne 
 is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only  

Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor 
 

 

210 Stamford Street 
 

 
 

ashton@minutemanpress.com 

mailto:ashton@minutemanpress.com

