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Editorial
Happy New Year to you all!! At the beginning of January we all tend to look back at the events
of the previous year and make promises to ourselves, and sometimes others, to do things
differently, better, and not repeat the mistakes we feel we made over the previous twelve
months. However, we perhaps spend too much time regretting the past, instead of putting it
behind us and moving positively on. We have several articles and hints about staying positive
and how to do things this year that will help us to bring glory and honour to God. We hope
that they provide some inspiration!
Also this month, the gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh are explained and news from
Potter’s Village in Uganda reminds us of the vital, life-saving work that is being done in that
community. Plus there are some wonderful stories and news from two of our schools and
we congratulate staff and pupils on their achievements and hard work.
If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!!
The views expressed in articles in the magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the
Parish of The Good Shepherd. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you
have any comments to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330
2771 or talk to a member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made .
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The Parish Prayer
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow
in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work
together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches,
and be relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Registered Charity Number 1134826

www.goodshepherdashton.co.uk
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Staying positive!
Here’s a test! Who said, “I dare not marry; the future is so unsettled.” Was it
Olympic multi-medallist Katherine Grainger? Wrong - it was William Wilberforce in
1801. Who said, “There is scarcely anything about us but ruin and depression.”
Maggie Smith? No – it was William Pitt in 1805. Who said, “In industry, commerce
and agriculture there is no hope.” Gordon Brown perhaps? No – it was Benjamin
Disraeli in 1844.
Life can always seem difficult. But let the Bible help! Deuteronomy 33:25 serves as
a golden Bible promise for believers facing the unknown: ‘As your days,’ declared
Moses, ‘so shall your strength be.’ Here’s a promise for New Year: More days more strength!’
Think now of the terrain that would test God’s ancient people, there on the
borders of the Promised Land. First, they would face:
THE ENDURING HIGHWAY
Before the ancient people of God, there lay many scary adventures - but they were
to see the way ahead as God’s appointed path. For us today, ‘the highway’ is a
portrayal of the lifelong discipleship of the Christian believer. Think prayerfully
about 2017! Then there was also:
THE ACCOMPANYING ROCK
In Deuteronomy 32, Moses had described the Lord as ‘the Rock of salvation’ contrasting Israel’s faith with the empty rituals of the godless society: ‘For their
rock is not as our Rock, as even as our enemies concede.’
Against the surrounding rocks of idolatry and superstition stood Israel’s Rock of
Creation, the rock face of the Ten Commandments - and the abiding love by which
God was pledged to His people. Later, Paul declared that the Rock accompanying
God’s people - is Christ himself (1 Corinthians 10: 4).
Here’s a third piece of terrain awaiting us!
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THE BECKONING LAND
Moses could see it from afar – the Land of Promise. For the Christian of today ‘The
Land’ stands for salvation itself – with sins covered, the promise of a new inner
power, the presence every day of Jesus - and assurance of life in the hereafter. In
the words of hymn-writer, Isaac Watts:
If we could climb where Moses stood, and fear that view no more;
Nor Jordan’s stream nor death’s cold flood would keep us from that shore.
Stay with the pace, then; More days, more strength!
Preb Richard Bewes

///////////////////////////////////////////////////

New Year, New Beginnings
The month of January is named after the Roman god Janus, who is depicted with
two faces. We may look back to the old year with sadness or regret, but how can
we make a fresh start at the beginning of 2017? The apostle Paul writes ‘But one
thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining towards what is ahead, I press
on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenwards in
Christ Jesus.’ (Philippians 3:13,14).
Firstly, if you want a new start, you need to forget the
things which are behind. Paul pictures himself as an athlete
running for Christ, yet not looking back. He refused to allow
his past sins and failures to define who he was. By God’s
grace, he no longer saw him that way. The same can be true
of ourselves, as we confess our sins and receive God’s
forgiveness and new life.
Secondly, we need to focus on the things that lie ahead. The athlete is entirely
focused on winning the race and gaining the prize. Like Paul, we have to be singleminded in making Jesus the focus of everything we do. How can we go deeper in
our prayer life and Bible reading this year? What will it mean to better serve Christ
in our workplace and career, or family and children?
As we stand at the beginning of this New Year, let’s ask ourselves, ‘What can I do
this year that will help me bring glory and honour to God?’
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Ask, Seek and Knock
"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it will be opened to you." (Luke 11:9)
Please choose one focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer. There is a prayer at
the end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your
prayers.
This month:


Please pray for this New Year, a time of new starts, a time of
setting resolutions for change. Pray that we can seek Jesus afresh
this new year, not just the baby in the manger, but the man
destined for the cross.



Please pray for a country of your choice in the world that is in need
of God's peace this new year. Pray for world leaders to come
together to make peace not war.



Please pray for those in our community that are struggling with
financial problems or with homelessness. Pray that 2017 may be a
time of blessing with the right people coming alongside them to
help.



Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill or
in need of God's healing touch at this time. Please pray for God to
heal them, take away pain and get rid of any illness and to bring
them comfort.

Lord, we offer you our prayers. Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and
help us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.
Amen
*****************************************************
Some tips for your relationships in the year ahead...
It is what we do with our solitude that makes us fit for company.
Friendship flourishes at the fountain of forgiveness.
There is nothing stronger than gentleness.
Love your neighbour, yet pull not down your hedge.
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St. James School – Pupil Survey 2016

What Pupils say about St. James’ School!

Key Points
 At St James’, children are safe, happy and enjoy learning.
 Children have good friendships and relationships with other children
and adults.
 School deals with bullying well and incidences of bullying are
reducing.
 Children feel that they are listened to.
 Children know how to improve their work and where to get help.
 Children feel that they are healthy and active and enjoy all the
different spaces in school.
 Although lots of our children have other commitments after school,
over ¾ of them join in after school clubs and competitions.
In Years 4 to 6 everyone reports enjoying learning! If you want to know
more about what children at St. James say about their school, ask Roger!
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Between the Years
Our Lord and our God. We joy in Thee. Without Thy help we could not face unafraid the year
before us.
I stand between the years. The Light of My Presence is flung across the year to come and
the radiance of the Sun of Righteousness. Backward, over the past year, is My Shadow
thrown, hiding trouble and sorrow and disappointment.
Dwell not on the past – only on the present. Only use the past as the trees use My
Sunlight to absorb it, to make from it in after days the warming fire-rays. So store only the
blessings from Me, the Light of the World. Encourage yourselves by the thought of these.
Bury every fear of the future, of poverty for those dear to you, of suffering, of loss. Bury all
thought of unkindness and bitterness, all your dislikes, your resentments, your sense of
failure, your disappointment in others and in yourselves, your gloom, your despondency,
and let us leave them all, buried, and go forward to a new and risen life.
Remember that you must not see as the world sees. I hold the year in My Hands – in trust
for you. But I shall guide you one day at a time.
Leave the rest with Me. You must not anticipate the gift by fears or thoughts of the days
ahead.
And for each day I shall supply the wisdom and the strength.
Submitted by Barry Bowden, St Peter’s
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

Quotes
Endurance and perseverance are qualities we would all like to possess,
but we are loath to go through the process that produces them.
- Jerry Bridges
In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. –
Proverbs 3:6

Extract from Tameside Reporter

Ashton school among best in country for maths
7

Friday 2nd December 2016 18:17 Ashton News Posted by Adam Higgins
St Peter’s Primary School in Ashton
have certainly got their sums right
after they achieved provisional Key
Stage 2 results, which have placed it
in the top one per cent in the
country for pupil progress in maths.

“It’s a partnership between home and
school,” he revealed.
“We can do so much at school but it’s
something the parents have to
continue at home and we have really
effective working relationships with
parents.”

The school has made great strides
over the last few years and the latest
recognition emphasises the progress
the school continues to make.
This has been a collective effort and
head teacher John Wilson was eager
to praise everyone involved: “It’s
down to the hard work of the staff,
the pupils and also the support from
parents,” he said.

The success has also received acclaim
from council members with Executive
Member for Lifelong Learning Cllr
Lynn Travis saying: “Being placed as
one of the top schools in the country
for progress in both maths and
reading is a fantastic achievement
and a real testament to the hard
work and commitment of pupils,
teachers, governors and parents. The
school is clearly helping the pupils
achieve their very best and is
preparing them well for future
success.”

“We’ve worked really hard over the
last couple of years and we’ve got
some really consistent systems in
place which means we can intervene
when children need support.”
Mr Wilson also explained how the
support from parents is vital to the
pupils’ learning.

By Matt Hewitt

Congratulations St Peter’s!!

The gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh
The story of the coming of the Magi grew in
the telling. By the 6th century they had
acquired names: Gaspar, Melchior, and
Balthasar. By medieval times they were
considered to be kings. Whoever they were,
we do know from Matthew that they brought
three gifts to Jesus.

explanation as to the significance of their gifts.
He was the Rev John Henry Hopkins, an
American Episcopalian minister, who in 1857
wrote his much-loved Christmas carol: ‘We
Three Kings of Orient Are’.
Gold, said John Henry Hopkins, was a gift that
would have been given to a king. Frankincense
had traditionally been brought by priests as
their worshipped God in the Temple. Myrrh
was a spice that the ancients used in preparing
bodies for burial.

What about their gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrrh? While we cannot know for sure
what was in the minds of first century Magi,
one Victorian scholar has offered a possible
8

If that is true, then you could say that the
Wise Men, in choosing their gifts for this
infant, honoured Jesus with gold because he
was King of the Jews, with frankincense
because he was to be worshipped as divine;
and with myrrh, because he would also
become a sacrifice and die for his people.

promises about him. Isaiah foresaw this
response to Jesus: ‘Nations will come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your
dawn.’ The Magi’s eyes of faith saw clearly and
far into the future.
Compare that with the High Priest and
religious leaders whom the Wise Men saw in
Jerusalem when they first arrived. These head
priests knew all about the prophecies of their
own coming Messiah, but NOT ONE Jewish
religious leader travelled to look for him in
Bethlehem. And it is only six miles down the
road!

The Wise Men were the very first gentiles
ever to worship Jesus. What faith they had!
They travelled for months over difficult
terrain, they never saw any evidence of Jesus’
kingship, his divinity or his sacrificial death.
They worshipped him through faith in God’s

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Err….
A thought for all church councils as the New Year begins: “To err
is human, but to really foul things up requires a committee.”

News from
St. James’ Church of
England Primary School
During the autumn term our year 6 children studied conflict and war. As
part of this topic they found out about events in the First World War.
They were asked to write a descriptive passage from an alternative
perspective – we hope it doesn’t make you cry too much.
I have been stuck here for hours and hours helplessly listening to
the racket and the sound of death. But suddenly, it all stopped: the
clatter of the machine guns, rifles being aimed down to the floor and
everything else began to fall silent.
In agony, I watched in amazement as the gas began to clear away.
Still, the suffering and the pain went on as I danced around the
barbed wire. As it stabbed into my skin, I watched a giant creep
closer and closer with every step. I was terrified, the figure was
huge and daunting.
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He stretched his giant-like hands and tenderly lifted me from the
metal murder. It left marks from its twisting vine-like clutch.
Terrified, I stood up and flew away but I was feeble. My week legs
and wings just couldn’t make it. He lifted me once more and as I left
his hands and flew into the open air his gentle voice whispered,”
Merry Christmas little robin.”

Faye (year 6)
********************************************************

Kind Words….
Speak your kind words soon, for you never know how soon it will be too late.

New Arrivals at Potters Village, Uganda
Joseph was born on 21st Sept 2016. He was brought in the Village
when his mother died immediately after delivery. Recently, it was
found that he has a cleft in his soft palate. The Doctors are trying their best to
teach him how to bottle feed and he is now doing well.
Angello was an abandoned child who was found buried alive. By the time
someone found him, he had already swallowed a lot of the soil and had been
starved of oxygen. Unfortunately he died. We tried to look for the mother or
any other related relative but all was in vain. May his soul rest in peace.
Mariasumputa is another lovely child whom we received. She was born on
15th Aug 2016. She has got a problem with her breathing. She is now 2 months
old and we hope that she will settle in the village very well.
Hope and Moses are twins whom we received in the Village. They
were born on 10th July 2016 and they were brought here
immediately after the death of their mother. They are two lovely
twins. Moses had a few problems at first but they are both
thriving now.
If you would like to become a Potter's Village Child Sponsor, please visit their
website for more details http://www.pottersvillage.org.uk
10

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Café Church at
St James’ Church
Wednesday 11th January at 1.45pm
Everyone is welcome to join us for
informal worship, coffee, cake & a chat

Café Church at
Costa Coffee Ashton
Sunday 15th January 3pm – 4pm
All Welcome!!

Saint for the month:

21 January St Agnes–
child martyr of Rome, 304AD
Agnes should be the patron saint of all the young
Christian girls alive today who live in areas of the world where they
face kidnap, rape, forced marriage, persecution and even death –
simply because they are Christian.
Agnes, born c 291, probably came from a noble Roman family. She
converted to Christianity at the age of 10, and took a vow of chastity.
When she was only 13, the son of a high-ranking Roman official
wanted to marry her. But Agnes refused, declaring herself given
totally to Christ.
This was not a safe thing to say in 304. It was the time of the Roman
Empire’s last great wave of violence against Christians – the so-called
Persecution of Diocletian. Christians were hated. So Agnes was
condemned to death. Some accounts say she was burned at the
stake, while Ambrose claims her death came by sword. She may have
been sentenced to serve as a virgin sacrifice to pagan deities.
Beheading has also been mentioned.
In any event, Agnes became a virgin-martyr, and thus became patron
saint of chastity, girls, virgins, engaged couples and rape survivors.
In the decades after her death her tomb became a place of
11

pilgrimage, as other Christians sought courage for themselves by
remembering her fearless witness.

Cash Box Credit Union is a community savings and loan
cooperative, where members pool their savings to lend to one
another and help run the credit union.
You can join Cash Box if you live or work in Tameside; this is our
‘common bond’. Cash Box offers a safe place to save your money
and somewhere to borrow at low rates of interest.
Find us at www.cashbox.org.uk

A tale from Orkney
In calm weather the Orkney island of
Egilsay, with its distinctive round
church tower, is a picture of
tranquility, yet it was the setting for
one of the most famed martyrdoms of
the Middle Ages.

Hakon however came in force with
eight warships filled with armed men.
Magnus was seized, but instead of
resisting, he spoke calmly to Hakon,
much concerned for his cousin’s soul.
He suggested Hakon go on pilgrimage
to the Holy Land to atone for his
treachery. This was refused. He
suggested Hakon exile himself to
mainland Scotland - another idea that
found no favour.

Two brothers ruled as Earls of Orkney.
When they died their two sons,
cousins Hakon and Magnus, inherited
jointly. Magnus had been educated by
the monks of Birsay in Orkney and
was thoughtful and holy. Once he was
taken on a Viking raid and instead of
fighting he chose to sit in the boat
reading psalms. Hakon was however
ambitious and violent. He wanted
Orkney all for himself.

Some of Hakon’s party said that the
dispute would never be resolved if
there were two Earls living. One of the
cousins would have to die. Magnus
agreed to be put to death for the sake
of peace for his people. But none of
Hakon’s men were willing to do the
deed and so the cook was ordered to
carry out the execution. Magnus
comforted him and said he would be

One day in 1116, the cousins arranged
to meet on Egilsay and discuss the
future of the earldom. As agreed,
Magnus arrived with two small ships.
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first to be willing to cross lines of
violence.’

blameless. Not wishing to be
beheaded like a common criminal,
Magnus asked that the cook strike
him a fatal blow on the head.

Local Anglican Alliance facilitator,
Tagolyn Kabekabe, says in the
matriarchal society of the Pacific
Islands women command respect and
their maternal instincts make them
seek and negotiate peace, whatever
the cost. On one occasion her own
mother helped to resolve a family
dispute about land by inviting all the
interested parties plus church and
community leaders to a huge feast
she had prepared.

His body was taken to Birsay. Miracles
were reported and a cult of St
Magnus grew. A cathedral was raised
in his honour on the main island of
Orkney at Kirkwall. It stands to this
day as a monument to the saint. One
hundred years ago during restoration
the bones of a man were found inside
a pillar. The skull had a great gash in
the side.

The women making
peace - worldwide

Mothers’ Union Regional
Development Manager, Johanna
Fadipe, says the MU can bring peace
about because of its respected
position. ‘The MU president in DR
Congo, Marthe Balesima, is married
to the local MP,’ she explains. ‘They
have both been influential in seeking
peace in their area after terrible
violence.’

Who solves the arguments in your
home? Around the world the Church
is playing a key role in peacemaking
and reconciliation. But recent
research suggests if women are
involved in the process it is more likely
to work, and stay working.
The Archbishop of Canterbury’s
reconciliation adviser, Canon Sarah
Snyder, has seen this first hand. In her
former role at Religions for Peace she
was involved in training women in the
church as peace builders in Nigeria,
Indonesia, India, Pakistan and Kenya.
She says, ‘Women are often seen as
the victims of violence, which they
are, but they are also on the front line
of peace building. They are often the
first to notice changes of behaviour in
their families and community and the

Recently Sarah Snyder saw women
actively involved in peace building in
a Jordanian refugee camp. ‘They have
been raped, beaten and lost their
families and yet they are telling their
children not to resort to violence.
These women are peacemakers in the
face of violence.’
This article is from Anglican World, a
quarterly magazine produced by the
Anglican Communion. To read the full
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story, plus other news of the Anglican
Church around the world, why not
subscribe?
Visit http://www.anglicancommunion
.org/media/anglican-worldmagazine.aspx
………………………………………………………….

Friends of
Ashton Parish Church
Why not become a Friend of Grade 1 listed
Ashton Parish Church, and be part of this
beautiful Church? Join us on our summer outings and other places of
interest. We have an annual lunch, and you are welcome to join in the
Friends actives during Heritage Weekend, if you so wish. You would
receive three newsletters during the year informing you of our news and
also what is happening in the Church. There is an annual subscription of
£5.00.
For further details please contact:
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Elaine Gaskell (Secretary) on 330 5176
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Dates for your Diary
Thursday

5th January

Wednesday 11th January
Sunday

15th January

Thursday

19th January

Wednesday 25th January

St Michael’s DCC
1.45pm Café Church at St James.’ Church
3.00pm Café Church at Costa Coffee, Ashton
St Peter’s DCC
7.30pm St Gabriel’s DCC at 2A Hutton Avenue

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Vernon Shipley
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons
Fairways Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
24 Hour Personal Service
87 Penny Meadow, Ashton-u-Lyne, OL6 6EP
Tel: 0161-339-0696 • Fax: 0161-339-0599
Email: frlvshipley@funeralservicesltd
A member of the
National Association of Funeral Directors
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Parish Notices
Baptisms:
We give thanks with the family and friends of:
Willow Amelie Hughes
Joseph James Barton Monoghan

Weddings:
There were no weddings in December

Funerals:
We pray with the family and friends of:
Christopher Collings
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Muesli
My friend drowned in a bowl of muesli. A strong currant pulled him
in.

IT picnic
Looking over the log-book kept by the computer support staff at my office, I
noticed several entries stating the problem was PICNIC. I asked one of the
technicians what PICNIC meant.
He laughed as he told me it meant "Problem In Chair, Not In Computer."
””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””

Great, local, reliable and hard-working
domestic Cleaners. £11.95 per hour.
Tel Angela Robbins
07713 921676
Well Polished AUL
http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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January 2017 - Parish Sunday Services
2nd Sunday of Christmas
Sunday 1st January

10.30am St James

United Parish Service

Epiphany
Sunday 8th January

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St. Gabriel
St Michael
St Peter
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Sunday 15th January

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St. James
St Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael

Family Communion
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Sunday 22nd January

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

Presentation of Christ
in the Temple
Sunday 29th January

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael
St James

Holy Communion
Family Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

Regular Weekday Services
Tuesday:

12.15pm St Peter’s
Morning Prayer/Holy Communion
(followed by optional bring and share lunch)
Wednesday:
1.30pm St. James
Holy Communion
(except 2nd Wed of the month, which is Café Church)
Thursday:

11.00am
4.00pm

St. Michael Holy Communion
Holy Trinity Evening Prayer
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CONTACT DETAILS
CLERGY: (*usual day off)

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)
The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL
Revd Rachel Battershell, Team Vicar (*Mon)
2a Hutton Avenue, Ashton OL6 6QY
Revd George Reeves, Team Curate (*Fri)
1 Windmill Lane, Denton M34 3RN
Fr Jules Mambu Team Curate (*Mon)
35 Palace Road, Ashton

330 2771
292 3224
336 1850
07897697503

Items for the Magazine:
Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the 15th January for inclusion in
the next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18.
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The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne
is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor
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