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Editorial
It was 30 years ago this month, on 9th November 1989 that the fall of the Berlin Wall began.
Over two million people from East Berlin visited the West in a celebration described as ‘the
greatest street party in the history of the world.’ However, we are still living with walls, thinking
of those dividing Gaza and Palestine from Israel. It’s a strong human instinct to build walls to
separate us from those we view as different and threatening.
Paul writes of how the death of Jesus has broken down the barrier between Jew and Gentile:
‘His purpose was to create in Himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and
in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which He put to death their
hostility.’ (Ephesians 2:15-16).
Jesus is still in the business of breaking down the barriers between people of different gender,
age, race and language, to bring them together in His church: ‘There is neither Jew nor Gentile,
neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.’
We can easily put up barriers with others, when we make assumptions about them, forgetting
that they may be thinking the same things about us. We may want to avoid making ourselves
vulnerable or appear needy. Yet Jesus can break down our defences and enable us to live openly
and honestly with others. As His church, He invites us to be a community of risk takers, i.e. those
who trust each other, handle our weaknesses and fears, and who encourage one another.
‘A person who thinks only about building walls, wherever they may be, and not building bridges,
is not Christian.’ (Pope Francis).
If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!!
The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the
Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, for editorial
purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have any comments
to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 2771 or talk to a
member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made .
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The Parish Prayer
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow in faith and
share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work together to build your
kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches, and be relevant to those around us,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
www.goodshepherdashton.org

Registered Charity Number 1134826
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Remembrance
It is the time of year once again
when our hearts and minds focus
on Remembering.

valour
and
bravery. And for
those
who
served,
remembering
will also bring
back to the
front of the
mind stories of those who did not
return. Remembering brings to the
surface the naked fear of conflict,
the pain of loss and a real sense of
comradeship.

On Sunday 27th October there will
be an opportunity at St. Michael’s
to remember loved ones who have
died. A simple straightforward
service with space to remember
alongside others who have lost
those they love.
On Sunday 10th November, all our
churches will be full of people
remembering, along with millions
around our world, the many men
and women who have given their
lives in the different conflicts of the
past 100 and more years. People
who either by choice, or through
compulsion, risked their lives in the
pursuit of peace and justice. We
owe our freedom to many such
people who have stood up against
tyranny and oppression - to people
who risked everything, laying
themselves on the line. Perhaps the
numbers will be a little higher this
year as we mark 75 years since the
D-Day landings on 6th June 1944.

But remembering is so very
important to us all, not just today,
but in all areas of our lives.
Remembering leads to the telling
of our own stories. Both as
individuals and communities. And
as we tell our story, we reaffirm our
roots, and we define who we are.
We put our own lives in context.
These days, where we define
ourselves not so much by where we
come from as by our networks of
friends and acquaintances, Today’s
World can so easily become a
rootless place where we do not
know who we really are.

We will all remember.

Our shared memories are our key
to understanding ourselves. And
our collective memory needs to be
sustained by hearing the stories of
our past. By hearing from those

Those who have served on the
battlefield or in conflict zones
around our world will no doubt
justifiably tell and re-tell stories of
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who went out from us here to serve
in different arenas in our world.
These stories, these people are so
much a part of who we are here in
Ashton today. They contribute to
our history, they strengthen our
community spirit.

arise. To look to overcome the
barriers which so easily arise
between people and, if necessary,
to risk our reputations, to be willing
to take knocks, sometimes to be
misunderstood. Even to face
persecution.

Our stories are important.
Remembering is vital. Nowhere is
this more true than in relation to
the conflicts with which we have
been involved as a nation. Failure to
engage with and learn from our
past is the height of modern
arrogance. We have to hear again
the stories of conflict, of bravery,
of pain and loss. And we need to
allow those stories, remembering,
to change us now. It must inform
our thinking about the future, it
must be allowed to change our
wills and our actions.

Where do we find the courage to
do this? As Christians we have the
promise of God in Christ. “Go,” says
Jesus, >”into all the world, work for
the coming of my kingdom of
justice and peace and I will be with
you always.” God does not leave us
alone to face new challenges, to
risk our lives in the cause of his
Kingdom. He promises always to be
with us.
Real peace is enjoyed when people
of different races, ages, interests
and appearances, where those
with different views all choose to
live together in harmony.

For in today’s world, we are all
called to take new and different
risks. To act for justice, for peace in
society, in the world around us. To
work for racial justice, to fight
discrimination, to engage with
injustice in whatever form it might

So let us covenant again, on the
basis of what we remember, to
work in whatever way we can for
peace with justice in our world.

They shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks:
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.
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– Isaiah 2.4

Meet Hurst Knoll St James CE School’s
New Headteacher - Jonathon Hobday
I began teaching in September 2003. My first School was a two-form
community primary in Rochdale and I spent six happy years there. During
that time, I gained an internal promotion to become an upper Key Stage
leader. My next post was in another Rochdale school where I was given the
role as Key Stage 2 Leader. In the three years at my second school I also
spent time as Key Stage 1 Leader, a real eye-opener having only had Key
Stage 2 experience prior to this.
I moved to Tameside in September 2012 to take up a deputy post at
Micklehurst All Saints CE Primary. The seven years spent there were
extremely rewarding as the school grew and developed and I am very proud
to have played my part in the school’s journey. This is my first headship
post and I have received a warm and friendly welcome from the staff,
children and families of the school. I am extremely proud to be the
headteacher of Hurst Knoll St James and I am looking forward to working
with all stakeholders to make the school the best that it can be.
Outside of my professional life, my wife will tell you that I watch far too
much sport. My passion for football, cricket, golf and American football
seems to be rubbing off on my three children too, so there is always some
sort of sport on TV, or a
sporting conversation taking
place in our house. As a keen
golfer, I spend as much time
as I can at Saddleworth Golf
Club, where I am a member.
My middle son has recently
taken up the sport so we get
to spend quality time
together learning the lessons
that golf teaches us.
Jonathon is standing to Bishop Mark’s left

We wish Jonathon every happiness in his new role
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY - 10TH NOVEMBER 2019

St Michael’s Church

St Gabriel’s Church

Service begins 9.45am
Led by Archdeacon Cherry
followed by
11.00pm Civic Wreath Laying
Ceremony at
Ashton War Memorial

Service begins at 10.50am
followed by
12.30pm Civic Wreath Laying
Ceremony at
Cockbrook War Memorial

St Peter’s Church

Service begins at 10.30am
followed by
procession to the War Memorial
to join in the Act of Remembrance

St James’ Church
Service begins 10.45am
followed by
11.00pm Act of Remembrance
with The Last Post by members of
the Brigade and a cascade of
Poppy Petals to commence our
one minute silence

4.00pm St James on Sunday
Afternoon
including an Act of Remembrance

On Thursday 7th November at 4.00pm there will be a Eucharist
and Act of Remembrance at Holy Trinity Church

If there is anything in which earth, more than any other, resembles hell,
it is its wars.
–Albert Barnes
Mankind must put an end to war, or war will put an end to mankind.
– John F Kennedy
.
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What’s On?
St Peter’s Church
Designated Red Cross
Drop-in Centre

Café Church at
St James’ Church

For Refugees and Asylum Seekers
Thursdays 10.00am – 2.00pm

Wednesday 13th November
1.45pm
Informal worship with
tea, coffee and a chat.
Everyone is welcome

The Red Cross will be providing
grants to Refugees and Asylum
Seekers who meet eligibility
requirements. Also providing ESOL
classes; a hub for other organisation
such as NHS, Action Together etc;
and a signposting service to
other organisations.
Refreshments available
All are welcome!

A Place of Welcome
St Gabriel's Church open their
doors every Monday morning from
9.30 till 12.00 to invite people from
the community in to our building to
enjoy a free drink and refreshments.
This is not just for church members
but
for
everybody
in
the
neighbourhood who would like to
come along.
We hope that people will come along
to socialise and just enjoy each
other's company. During the morning
we aim to provide simple
entertainment such as a quiz sheet,
some armchair aerobics, bingo, craft
activities etc. We are sure that some
of you may even have your own skills
to share!
However, none of these are
obligatory - you may prefer to just sit
and chat - and that is perfectly fine!
There is no charge for anything – all
welcome

Scouts Please!
3rd Ashton Scout Group are looking
for new members
101/2yrs to 14yrs.
We meet every Tuesday
at 7.15pm to 9.00pm
at St James Church.
For more information contact Tina
Group Scout Leader - 07411773336
or tina@dah.co.uk
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The Mindful Bunny
Children's Yoga for 3-9 yr olds at St Gabriel’s
This is a children's yoga class starting with breathing
techniques and taking your child on a story-themed yoga
journey as they go from pose to pose, with fun but
relaxing games or mindful colouring to end the session.
Children may come in their pyjamas ready for bed if they
wish as this relaxing class is guaranteed to calm them
and prepare them for a good night's sleep.
£5 per session (parents may also take part for just £1)
Contact Caron on 07748 541588 to book your place

Rainbows at St Gabriel’s Church
16th Ashton Brownies, based at St Gabriel's Church,
will return from their summer break on Monday 9th
September from 6.30pm until 8.00pm.
Our exciting news is that from Monday 7th October a new Rainbows group
will also be starting and will run alongside the Brownies from 6.30pm until
7.30pm.
Rainbows is for girls from the age of 5yrs to 7yrs and Brownies is for those
from 7yrs to 10yrs.
Anyone who may be interested in joining either of the groups, should please
contact Sharon Oldham on 07795 957114.

Hold on!
While out in the town, I saw an elderly couple holding
hands while they were walking. As they approached, I
commented on how romantic it was.
The man replied, “We have been holding hands when we
go out in public for years. I have to. If I let go, she shops.”
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Father God

I put on the belt of truth around my waist. Help me
listen to and act upon your truth alone.
I put on the breastplate of righeousness. Thank you
that because of the cross I can be righteous in your
sight.
I put on the shoes of the gospel of peace. Lord help me
walk with you today and leave footprints of peace
wherever I go.
I stand behind the shield of faith, trusting in you to proect me.
I place the helmet of salvation on my head. Jesus you are my salvation.
I take up the sword of the Spirit. Holy Spirit, help me hear your voice
bringing a Scripture or instruction at my moment of need.
Amen
(submitted by Barry Bowden)

Tapestry
Manchester Cathedral remembers Peterloo 1819
It’s happening again, every day. Peterloo was Manchester’s Tiananmen Square
(1989).
If we are not together, we are nothing.
Let a great assembly be of the fearless and the free, on some spot of English
ground, where the plains stretch around, this mask of anarchy.
Henry Hunt, radical orator, addressed an assembly of about 60,000 people,
pro-democracy reformers, men, women and children.
Their subsequent dispersal by the military is remembered as Peterloo, and
resulted in 15 deaths and over 600 injuries.
P.S. Will we ever learn?
Love, peace, equality, unity – it’s not exactly rocket science.
God bless us all - Amen
Barry Bowden

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Wisdom from the pews:
During a visit to another Church this was in the pew sheet

"The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a
good ending; and to have the two as close together as possible."
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Ministry statistics published
The number of female clergy in the
Church of England continues to rise
with more women than men entering
training for ordained ministry for the
second year running, according to
recently published statistics.

The figures have been released as the
Church of England seeks to fulfil a key
target of a 50% increase in the
number of candidates for ordination
as part of its programme of Renewal
and Reform.

More women, 54%, than men began
training for ordained ministry in 2018,
for the second year running. Just
under a third, or 30%, of the
estimated 20,000 active clergy in the
Church of England were female
compared to 27% in 2014, according
to Ministry Statistics for 2018.

Mandy Ford, Interim Director of the
Ministry Division of the Church of
England, said: “I am thankful for the
hard work and prayers of the parishes
and dioceses in helping us to increase
the numbers of people coming
forward for ordained ministry, a key
aim of the Renewal and Reform
programme.”

The report also shows the proportion
of senior posts such as dean or
bishop occupied by women rose from
23 per cent to 25 per cent over the
last year. The figures do not take into
account six new appointments of
female bishops this year, bringing the
total so far to 24.

Put your garden
nets away!
Don’t leave
netting out in your garden over
the winter – it is killing our
hedgehogs. So warns the RSPCA,
after reports of dozens of
hedgehogs getting entangled in
football, badminton and pond nets.
Evie Button, a wildlife scientific
officer, warns: “Netting can be a
particular hazard for wild animals,
as they can easily become
entangled. As they thrash around
trying to escape, the netting can
tighten round them and cause
terrible suffering.”
Since the 1950s, the number of
hedgehogs in England has shrunk
from 30 million to one million.

The proportion of people identifying
as from black, Asian and minority
ethnic backgrounds starting training
for ordained ministry in the Church of
England rose to 8% in 2018,
compared to 4% in 2016.
Around a third, or 33%, of people
beginning their training last year
were under 35 years old and more
than half, or 53%, were under 45.
Meanwhile the number of men and
women ordained as deacon rose from
485 in 2016 to 535 in 2019.
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PARISH
CHRISTMAS FAIRS

Our hospitals are full of
lonely people
Two in five hospital patients
never have any visitors,
according to a recent survey.
And a recent poll of 200 hospital
nurses by the Royal Voluntary
Service found that many nurses
believe that the lack of social
contact hampered patient
recovery.
People with no visitors are less
likely to be stimulated by
conversation, or move away from
their beds, or even to follow the
medical advice given to them.
As one doctor explained:
“Human contact is a crucial part
of recovery and that’s why we’re
so passionate about ensuring
everyone has the option of being
supported by volunteers.”
The Royal Voluntary Service runs
several hospital services,
including assistance with meals,
patient transport, trolley services
and volunteer-run cafes and
shops. More details
at: https://www.royalvoluntaryse
rvice.org.uk/

St Gabriel’s Christmas Fair
12noon – 2.30pm
Sunday 1st December
Great variety of Christmas stalls,
Father Christmas Grotto,
dance, music and songs.
Hot and cold food and drinks
Everyone Welcome!

St James’ Christmas Fair
Saturday 16th November
10.30am – 2.00pm
Lots of stalls, prizes,
festive food and fun!

St Peter’s Christmas Fair
Saturday 23rd November
11.00am – 3.00pm
Enjoy browsing our stalls, support
your local crafters and uniformed
groups, plus enjoy our
hot and cold refreshments.
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The destitute and despised Christian widows in Pakistan
Her front door is a piece of dirty
cloth. An open sewer is close by. Her
window has been bricked up but still
the rain comes in. Her ceiling leaks,
too, and looks ready to collapse. A
massive crack snakes up one wall.
This is home for Rehana and her
three children.

earnings. Their in-laws do not want
them. Even their own parents are
often reluctant to take them back – a
woman, probably with dependent
children, to be fed and supported is a
burden. They are despised and
rejected, along with their little ones.
Widows in Bible times were in the
same plight. Mourning, desolation
and poverty – this was the fate of
women when they lost their
husband, their main economic
support.

Rehana’s husband died of a heart
attack and now she must support
their children alone. She works in a
vegetable field and earns about £1 a
day. It is not enough to feed the
family, let alone pay school fees for
the children, who were therefore
expelled. With nothing but a piece of
sheeting across the entrance, people
keep burgling her home, taking her
kitchen utensils and other meagre
possessions.

Small wonder that the Bible tells us
over and over again to care for the
widows.

Barnabas Fund is supporting
300 destitute Christian widows in
Pakistan. Rehana and the others
receive a monthly food parcel and
Widows in Pakistan are very
help with other needs as they arise,
vulnerable. They have lost the
such as medical care if there is
respected place in society of a
sickness in the family or rent if they
married woman. They have lost their cannot pay it.
husband’s protection and his
“I am thankful to Jesus Christ. He is
providing food for my family,” says
Rehana. “Ever since I have been
receiving this food package my
children no longer have to sleep with
an empty stomach.” Her children are
doubly happy because they have
been readmitted to school, as Rehana
can now pay their fees.
To help a widow, go to:
barnabasfund.org/en/projects
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Fall of the Berlin Wall – 30 years ago
The Berlin Wall fell 30 years ago this month,
on 9th November 1989. East Germany
reopened its border with West Germany,
allowing its citizens to pass freely through the
checkpoints. Workers began demolishing the
28-year-old wall the next day.
Earlier that year serious unrest in Eastern Bloc countries such as Poland
and Hungary had put pressure on the East German government, which
had also been dealing with demands from its own citizens, led by a
determined ‘swords into ploughshares’ church movement for peace.
The wall was relatively low but heavily fortified, separating the
democratic Western countries and the Communist countries of Eastern
Europe throughout the Cold War. East German border guards were
authorised to shoot anyone attempting to escape into West Berlin. More
than 100 people died in that way, but hundreds more were killed trying
to cross at other border points.
German reunification took place formally on 3rd October 1990.
One of the casualties of the building of the wall in 1961 was the Church
of Reconciliation, which was separated from most of its parishioners and
eventually demolished to make it easier for guards to shoot potential
escapees. The same site now houses the clay-built Chapel of
Reconciliation, consecrated in November 2000.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Good Shepherd Crosses
These beautiful wooden crosses
– handmade in Ecuador –
are available at £5 each.
2.5”x 1.75” and very light
Please order with Roger
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Book Reviews
The Man You’re Made to Be
By Martin Saunders, SPCK, £9.99
What makes a man? The answer
used to be easy. You chopped wood,
you wrestled bears, and never
showed an ounce of emotion.

The Insomniac Owl
We owls, we work at night
And sleep throughout the day,
Our sleep is only light
Because of others’ ways!

Today, thankfully, we’ve started
leaving some of those ill-fitting gender
stereotypes behind. But what
replaces them? How do you make
sense of masculinity in a world of
mixed messages?

Our hearing is acute
We hear a mouse’s rustle
What really does not suit
Is all this rush and bustle.

If you’re a young man growing up in
this world, then you’re invited on an
adventure (well, more of a ramble).
You’ll explore the issues that
confront us as guys – from
conducting relationships and
processing emotions, to handling
money and behaving online. There
may be footnotes.

The cars that roar and beep
The neighbour’s motor mower
We poor old owls can’t sleep
It sounds like Krakatoa!
You’ll often hear us call
In our characteristic way,
We don’t sound glad at all
Especially at midday!

Drawing on personal stories – mainly
about the sorts of mistakes you don’t
have to make – and pointing at a role
model who provides a much better
blueprint for growing up
well as a man, this is an
entertaining, easy-toread way to ask the
biggest questions: ‘who
am I,’ and ‘why on earth
am I here?’

We know your lives are fraught
With all those roars and growls,
But kindly spare a thought
For us poor sleepless owls!
By Nigel Beeton

Pause for Thought:
Laugh every day, it’s like inner jogging!
Growing old is inevitable … growing UP is optional.
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Find us

Elite Care Services (UK) Ltd is dedicated to providing home care support and
palliative care services within the client’s own home – Promoting independence
and choice always. Our dedicated team is available to meet your care needs 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.
Our Services
 End of Life Care
 Personal Care Support
 Meal preparation
 Medication reminders
 Sitting and Support Service
 Cleans and Domestic Support
 Laundry Support
 Shopping
 Grave Guardians
 Appointment attendance
 Rest & Recuperation Support

Elite Care Services (UK) Ltd is different
Our home visits are one hour in duration, no less. Our services are client centred
to provide home help for people who need daily assistance and support. It is our
aim to enable you or your loved one to live both comfortably, safely and
independently within your own home.
Elite Care Services (UK) Ltd recognise that having the very best Community Care
Workers is central to our success. Passionate, enthusiastic and full of a ‘can do’
positivity, our Community Care Workers consistently deliver quality care, all
tailored to the specific needs of our clients.
Contact us today to discuss your care requirements.

Registered Manager – Hayley Penkett
0161 850 3306
45 Knowl Street, Stalybridge, Cheshire SK15 3AW
hayley@elitecarecheshire.co.uk

www.elitecarecheshire.co.uk
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November 2019 - Parish Sunday Services
4th before Advent
Sunday 3rd November
All Saints Day

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

3rd before Advent
Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 10th November
**See page 6

10.30am St James
10.50am St. Gabriel
9.45am St Michael

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael

10.45am St Peter
4.00pm St James

Holy Communion + Baptism
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Baptism & Service of the Word
Holy Communion + Baptism
Service of Remembrance
Service of Remembrance
Service of Remembrance with
Archdeacon Cherry
Service of Remembrance
St James on Sunday Afternoon
with Act of Remembrance

2nd before Advent
Sunday 17th November

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St. James
St Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael

Family Communion
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer

Sunday before Advent
Sunday 24th November
Christ the King

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

On Thursday 7th November at 4.00pm there will be a Eucharist
and Act of Remembrance at Holy Trinity Church.

Regular Weekday Services
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

12.15pm St Peter’s
Morning Prayer/Holy Communion
(followed by optional bring and share lunch)
1.30pm St. James
Holy Communion
(except 2nd Wed of the month, which is Café Church at 1.45pm)
11.00am St. Michael Holy Communion
4.00pm Holy Trinity Evening Prayer * see above
* (This will be a Eucharist Service on the 1st Thursday of the month)
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Parish Notices
From the October registers:

Baptisms:
We give thanks with the family of:
Raye Naomi Vost
There were no weddings or funerals in October
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Lead us not…
I had been teaching my three-year old daughter the Lord’s
Prayer. For several evenings at bedtime, she would repeat after me the
lines from the prayer. Finally, she decided to go solo. I listened with pride
as she carefully enunciated each word, right up to the end of the prayer:
“Lead us not into temptation,” she prayed, “but deliver us some e-mail.
Amen”

Church Council
Regardless of how many items there are on the church council
agenda, a meeting will take the same amount of time
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Great, local, reliable and hard-working
Domestic Cleaners. £12.95 per hour.
Tel Angela Robbins
Christ Church, Oldham Rd, Choir Member
07713 921676

Well Polished Tameside
covering Tameside, Oldham, Glossop and Stockport

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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CONTACT DETAILS
CLERGY:

(*usual day off)

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)
The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL

330 2771

Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate (*Fri)

400 1556

Items for the Magazine: Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the
15th November for inclusion in the next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18.
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210 Stamford Street

ashton@minutemanpress.com

The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne
is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor
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