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Editorial
What exactly is the Trinity? How can God be three people at once? Which one should I pray
to?
The Bible is clear that God is three-in-one: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit (see Matthew 28:18-20). The three parts are separate personalities. And yet together,
they form one being: God.
We can try to explain the Trinity with analogies and illustrations, but even these come up
short, because God is so great, no illustration really does him justice.
For instance, look at an egg, and its three separate but equal parts—yolk, white and shell.
Each has its own identity and purpose, and yet all three make up something more. Take
away one of the three parts, and it's no longer an egg.
Now look at yourself. You probably have three names: a first name, a middle name and a
last name. Standing alone, each of those three names represents you, but none of the
three names alone represents your whole name. Only all three names together can do that.
Who do you pray to? God the Father. In Matthew 6:6, Jesus says, "But when you pray, …
pray to your Father, who is unseen." Then Jesus went on to tell us how to pray, starting out
with the words, "Our Father in heaven … "
If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!!
The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the
Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, for editorial
purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have any comments
to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 2771 or talk to a
member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made .
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The Parish Prayer
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow
in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work
together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches,
and be relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
www.goodshepherdashton.org

Registered Charity Number 1134826
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Praying The Lord’s Prayer
We are globally united across the world with Christians when
we say The Lord’s Prayer. But over-familiarity with it can blind
us from the opportunity for intimacy and space to meditate
on the words we are saying and to whom we are addressing.
I hope you have a moment to go through the prayer in your own time and
find my personal reflections a helpful guide on how we can use and expand
on it in our prayer life.
Our Father in Heaven
The prayer starts with the plural ‘our’ and the personal ‘Father’. It tells us we
are all part of a huge family with a loving parent in God. But is this how we
really feel? Are we this close to God? Maybe we think of God as a nurturing
presence with whom we talk and share meals, or perhaps we hold on to a
pagan model who is distant, judgmental, and in the clouds like Zeus. Do we
have a God who must be constantly appeased in case he throws lightning
bolts at us? Take a moment to consider your experience
of God as a parent and part of a family.
Hallowed be your name
This line acknowledges the holiness and power of the
one whom we are addressing. Holiness is intense and attractive. In Genesis
when Moses sees the burning bush, he removes his sandals. He removes
them because he is in the presence of something and someone so special
and different from everyday life that he wants to be connected to same
ground. Have you ever experienced something so amazing that you want to
be close to it?
YOUR Kingdom come, YOUR will be done, on earth as in heaven
This line looks to the future and how it belongs to God. It focuses, not on
our intentions and personal plans, but how we are a part of something
much bigger. Jesus tells us to clothe the naked, feed the hungry, and serve
the poor. By doing this we get a glimpse of God’s kingdom, a place of
liberation from oppression. How can we be moving parts in the coming of
God’s kingdom?
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Give us today our daily bread
What does ‘bread’ conjure up in your mind?
Is it just an everyday staple? Does it symbolise God providing for us
physically? Communion in church? Mana provided in the desert? Sharing
food in company?
I think all of these can point us towards nourishment both spiritually and
physically. We can freely ask God, without any guilt or bargaining, to provide
what we need to live.
This line also invites us into community. Not just being
alone but sharing daily life. Eating together, sharing
together, being together. Often in the Old Testament
world, when people had an extraordinary experience,
they either piled up some rocks or dug a well. These
physical objects guided others and provided resource.
In our own lives major events can also leave a mark.
And they can both be a guide or a resource for others.
The beauty of community is that whenever tragedy hits, we are not on our
own and we don’t have to start back at the beginning with our faith. We can
go to other people who may have had the same or similar experiences. Talk,
share, feel together. Drink from their well.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
I think unconditional forgiveness is probably the most amazing and counter
cultural part of Christianity. We are born ready to love God and there is
nothing we can do to push Him away. I find it helpful to think of sin as when
we, ourselves, veer away from God and his direction. When we put all our
energies into things that don’t bring us life or we fail to raise up those
around us. When we think only of ourselves, when we judge, and we
turn a blind eye. By praying this line we re-align ourselves to
the God who has been there all along.
When Jesus appears to his disciples after his crucifixion he
greets them with ‘Peace’. The same people who followed his ministry and
followed him in on Palm Sunday, betrayed him or ran away from Jerusalem
after his arrest. Despite this, he returns to them with peace, love, and
without judgment.
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The hardest part of this line is learning to forgive others in the same way
that God forgives us. We waste so much energy in holding onto
resentments and anger, standing still in the hurt and frustration instead of
tackling it. By doing this we cannot truly be free, the person who has done
us wrong still has us in their grasp! Forgiveness is often a process and does
not happen overnight. But it can start with a decision. A decision to pray for
the strength to move forward. If each day, week, or month we wake up and
feel a little less resentment, anger, or whatever else we may call it, we are a
little further along the path to forgiveness and freedom.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
What is it that gets in the way of you living your most lovefilled, God-filled life? Be honest with yourself- what are you
struggling with? Nothing is off limits. If it is hard to find the
words for this, Psalm 139 can be lifeline:
“Oh Lord you have searched me out and known me! You know when I sit
down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. You search out
my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. Even
before a word is on my tongue, behold O Lord, you know it altogether. You
hem me in behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.”
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever
This last part can be seen to gather everything we have thought
about, no matter how scattered, and give it back to God. We
acknowledge that over all the kingdoms and powers of this
world, Jesus is Lord.
Amen
We close with Amen. It means truly. We lift all our prayers saying Yes! Truly!
I agree! Amen!

Ben

Confirmations
The Confirmation Service will be on Thursday 28th June 2018
7.30pm at St George’s Mossley
Please pray for those who will be confirmed on that evening
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Ask, Seek and Knock
"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it will be opened to you." (Luke 11:9)
Please choose one focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer. There is a prayer at the
end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your prayers.
This month:


Please pray for our town centre here in Ashton. Pray that the
businesses are prosperous and that people can find work to
support their families. Pray also that the decision makers in the
town make wise decisions with compassion for all.



Please pray for all those who are experiencing hatred and

intolerance because of their faith - that those who are
oppressing our Christian brothers and sisters are graced with
compassion and mercy and let all who are suffering know God’s
love in all the struggles through which they are going. May they
be sustained by The Holy Spirit – and may their hearts be filled
with hope and their tormentors’ hearts with justice and love.


Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill
or in need of God’s healing touch at this time. Please pray for
God to heal them, take away pain, get rid of any illness and to
bring them comfort.

Lord, we offer you our prayers. Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and help
us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.
Amen

*****************************************************

Scouts Please!
3rd Ashton Scout Group are looking for
new members ages 101/2yrs to 14yrs.
We meet every Tuesday at 7.15pm to 9.00pm
at St James Church.
For more information contact Tina
Group Scout Leader - 07411773336 or tina@dah.co.uk
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People, Place and Presence transforms lives in Ashton
by tackling deep-seated poverty and bringing different ethnic groups
together by providing a range of affordable community services.
The project aims to develop a safe, welcoming space at the Holy Trinity
Community Centre that is a symbol of hope, cohesion and opportunity. It
offers activities seven days a week where people are welcomed whatever their
culture, and trains people to build on their strengths and replace dependency
with resilience.
Many local residents have poor physical and mental health or a disability. The
Centre seeks to support them by running healthy living and self-help events,
including lunch clubs and weight watchers. In an area where hate crime is
common, events are organised to bring the community together. A high
proportion of residents are lone parents living in social housing, without any
support networks. The Centre tackles social isolation and works with women
to help them prepare their children for school.
Team Rector, Revd Roger Farnworth said, “Ashton has felt keenly the cuts to
local services. Our project is funded by the Big Lottery which provides £366k
over three years. Our projects are empowering local, isolated women to
become more active citizens; improving self-esteem and life chances for local
people; and promoting a more cohesive community by connecting people to
tackle their own problems.”
Holy Trinity Community Centre hosts a range of groups including youth clubs,
martial arts, lunch clubs, exercise classes, ESOL café, and IT training.
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The Diocese will hold a

Safeguarding Training event
at 7pm on Thursday 21st June 2018
at St Peter’s Church
All Wardens, PCC members and those working with children
and/or adults at risk are requested to attend.
Please book by emailing bookings@manchester.anglican.org
or see a member of clergy or a warden.
When booking, please give your name, church, the role you
have and a contact number in case they need to get in touch.

===============================================

The Bill
Some years ago, an artist was commissioned to
restore a mural in a Yorkshire Church. He did the
work and submitted a bill, but the authorities refused
to pay until they had specific details of the work
done, so another bill was submitted, and this is it:To:
Washing High Priest’s Servants - 10 shillings and sixpence
Cleaning out St. David’s ears - 2 shillings
Polishing up Pontius Pilate and putting new ribbons in his hat - 8
shillings
Renewing Heaven, adjusting the stars and cleaning the moon - 7
shillings
Brightening up the flames of hell, putting a new tail on the devil
and doing odd jobs for the damned - £1 11shillings and one
penny
Touching up purgatory and restoring four lost souls - 7 shillings
Improving appearance of Pharaoh’s daughter - 2 shillings
Mending shirt of Prodigal Son - 2 shillings
The bill was paid without comment!
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St Peter’s CE Primary School – Bee in the city
After the successful involvement of
the school in the National Literacy
Trust’s Bookbench project, St
Peter’s was invited by Wild in Art to
take part in Manchester’s Bee in the
city trail. Large Bee sculptures will
appear all over Manchester as part
of a trail to promote the city and
celebrate its industrial history
among other things. Schools and
community groups acquired smaller
versions of the bee sculpture which
will be displayed inside venues
across the city.

part of and a flame in the bee’s eye
to symbolise the light of the world
that will never go out.

‘Thrive with the Hive’ incorporates
the designs of the children from all
year groups and was created by the
artist Gillian Parish. The blue
gingham is for the cotton industry
and the school’s colours. The bricks
of the mills and the foundations of
learning sit alongside the cogs of
industry and our curious minds.

To enhance the project further,
Manchester Beekeeping Association
worked with a class of children to
develop their understanding of bees
and their importance in our
environment. The children in all year
groups have been learning about
bees and key stage 2 children will
receive a bee book from the
National Literacy Trust’s young
reader’s programme.

Handprints of the children
symbolises our community spirit and
working together. Manchester is
known for his music but so is St
Peter’s especially after our ‘Blast’
production which is why we
incorporated piano keys. Despite
the rain, the colourful umbrellas sit
over our school emblem of a boat
with fish. The bee sits on
protecting the world that we are all

This programme aims to provide
children with their very own book to
keep and enjoy for the future. The
children have enjoyed immensely all
the activities relating to the
project and Mrs Reynold has
created with a group of children
their very own bee mosaic.
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What is triggering the violence?
The first four months of this year were
full of news reports of stabbings, and
even killings, among young people in
north London. Almost all of the victims
and perpetrators were teen-agers,
some as young as thirteen.
I am told by a young person that she
and her colleagues are convinced that a
major factor in this tragic situation is
what we now call the ‘social media’ –
Facebook, Twitter and the rest. They
are the constant diet of almost all
children from primary school age to
secondary, and the teachers believe
that online taunts, insults and
challenges to respond to them are a
major trigger of this violence.

Manchester Bee keeping
Association activities
Mrs Reynolds and the mosaic bee.
The next venture will be to dress in
yellow and black for a Bee –inspired
day as well as a visit to King George
V playing fields apiary in Ashton.
The trail begins in Manchester on
23rd July and runs until 23rd
September when the bee will then
be returned to the school for
everyone to enjoy.

No increase in police numbers could
possibly monitor every street spat that
ends with a knife being drawn – a spat
usually about nothing significant at all.
pathetic that young boys, and a few
girls, are prepared to risk their lives over
such insults. But when they are put
online, for all to see, the insult becomes
a public humiliation, and no teen-ager
wants that.
Sadly, there’s no way we can dis-invent
the social media. But somehow this
menace must be tackled. Apparently,
half the children aged six have access to
this world of confusion. Which suggests
parents might be more alert to the
dangers. The truth is, insults and threats
can’t hurt you if you don’t
read them. But try telling
that to the addicted! This
looks like a long, slow
battle for civilisation.
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What’s On?

Café Church at
St James’ Church

A Picnic in the Park

Wednesday 13th June
1.45pm
Informal worship with
tea, coffee and a chat.
Everyone is welcome!

St James' Church are organising
A Picnic in the Park and Rounders
Match on the afternoon
of Sunday 1st July
at King George V Playing Fields
All churches in the Ashton Cluster
are warmly invited to come along
plus each enter a team to play
against the other churches.
Teams to be a mix of age groups
and genders - apparently the rules
are that teams should have a
minimum of 9 players. It would be
great if churches had supporters,
with cheer leaders! Bring your own
picnic, seating, blankets etc.

W.E.A. 9th Annual Art
Exhibition
St James’ Church
Saturday 16th June 2017
10.00am till 3.00pm
Admission £1.00
Refreshments available all day
Hot lunches available from 11.30am

St. Michael’s
Open Days
St. Michael’s is open every
Thursday 10.30am to 3.00pm
The Eucharist will take place
as usual at 11.00am

Drop-In Board Game Café
Thursday 5th July 6pm-9pm
St James’ Church
Come and join us for a brew and eat
cake whilst playing a board game.
Please bring a board game with you or
share one of ours.
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What about Facebook after you die?
What happens to their Facebook
page when they die is probably the
last thing on most peoples’ minds.

Google encourages
people to think about
these issues and they have
something called an Inactive
Account Manager to let them know
who should have access to your
information, and whether you want
your account to be deleted.
They recognise that many people
pass away without leaving clear
instructions about how to manage
their online accounts. They work
with immediate family members and
representatives to close the account
of a deceased person where
appropriate. In certain
circumstances they may provide
content from a deceased user's
account.

However, many people have an
“online presence” such as Facebook
pages, Linked-in, email accounts,
Instagram and all sorts of bank
accounts and website pages. Who
can get access to that information?
Depending on the type of account, a
relative or friend might want to
close it, retrieve information or
images or preserve it in some way.
Making a will is an opportunity to
make a clear decision about what
happens to things you own and this
includes something electronic and
who carries out your wishes.
According to Facebook, you can
choose to either appoint a legacy
contact to look after your account,
or have your account permanently
deleted from Facebook. If you do
not choose to have your account
permanently deleted, it will be
memorialised if Facebook are told
about the death. Memorialised
accounts are a place for friends and
family to gather and share
memories after a person has passed
away.

The best advice is to think carefully
and make choices about what
happens in the event of your
passing and carefully select
someone you trust to do this. As
ever this is a light-hearted
introduction and if in any doubt get
proper advice. Different companies
have different policies and
procedures so always check
carefully.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
When you make a commitment you build hope.
When you keep it, you build trust.
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Project Peace Bell 2018
The Scout Leaders and Scouts of the 3rd Ashton-under-Lyne Scout Group
have taken their first steps in their Peace Bell 2018 project.
The scouts of the group under the supervision of their leaders have created
a Remembrance Plot in the grounds of St. James Parish Church in Ashtonunder-Lyne. In the photograph the scouts are seen with two of their leaders
Eric Dundavan and Sarah Peevers, planting poppies which have have been
grown from seed which was sourced in the fields of Flanders. The
purchasing of the Poppies meant that a donation was made to the Royal
British Legion to help them in their work with ex-servicemen and women.
The Remembrance Plot is to honour the fallen of the parish who went forth
to do their duty for their country and didn’t return, it also very importantly
commemorates the centenary of the coming of Peace in November 1918.
The group would also like to think, that the Remembrance plot is not only
for the men of St. James parish but also to remember all the fallen who
went forth, did their duty and didn’t return.
Tina Howarth Group Scout Leader expresses her thanks to the scouts and
leaders of the group who worked hard to prepare the Remembrance plot.
To complete the first part of the Peace Bell 2018 project, the group is now
looking forward to the completion on Remembrance Sunday of this year.
Derek Casey
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Saint of the Month
16th - Richard of Chichester - wanting God
more clearly, dearly and nearly
Ever wonder where the prayer …
‘May I know thee more clearly, love
thee more dearly, and follow thee
more nearly, day by day’ comes
from? Richard of Chichester, a
bishop in the 13th century, wrote it.

celebrated in
dignified
conditions, the
clergy to be chaste, to practise
residence, and to wear clerical dress.
The laity was obliged to attend Mass
on Sundays and holy days, and to
know by heart the Hail Mary as well
as the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed.

He began life as Richard de Wych of
Droitwich, the son of a yeoman
farmer. But Richard was a studious
boy, and after helping his father on
the farm for several years, refused an
advantageous offer of marriage, and
instead made his way to Oxford, and
later to Paris and Bologna to study
canon law.

Richard was also prominent in
preaching the Crusade, which he saw
as a call to reopen the Holy Land to
pilgrims, not as a political expedition.
He died at Dover on 3 April 1253. In
art, Richard of Chichester is
represented with a chalice at his feet,
in memory of his having once
dropped the chalice at Mass! One
ancient English church is dedicated to
him.

In 1235 he returned to Oxford, and
was soon appointed Chancellor,
where he supported Edmund,
Archbishop of Canterbury, in his
struggles against King Henry III’s
misuse of Church funds. After further
study to become a priest, Richard was
in due course made a bishop himself.
He was greatly loved. He was
charitable and accessible, both stern
and merciful to sinners,
extraordinarily generous to those
stricken by famine, and a brilliant
legislator of his diocese. He decreed
that the sacraments were to be
administered without payment, Mass

And, of course, he is author of that
famous prayer, now set to popular
music, which runs in full: “Thanks be
to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ for all
the benefits thou hast given me, for
all the pains and insults which thou
hast borne for me. O most merciful
redeemer, friend and brother, may I
know thee more clearly, love thee
more dearly and follow thee more
nearly, day by day.”
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Can you find 30 books of the Bible
hidden in this passage?
This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a
gentleman in an airplane seat pocket, on a flight
from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied
for hours. He enjoyed it so much that he passed it on
to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this
while fishing from his John-boat. Another friend studied it while playing his
banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it, she mentioned
it in her weekly newspaper column.
Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving that she brews
a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be some names that are really
easy to spot. That’s a fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves
in a jam, especially since the books are not necessarily capitalised. Truthfully
from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or
scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research has shown that
something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the
books in these paragraphs. During a recent fundraising event, which features
this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phil-Lemonade booth set a new sales record.
The local paper, the Chronicle, surveyed over 50 patrons who reported that
this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel
Humana humbly puts it, “the books are all right here in plain view, hidden
from sight”. Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from
those who have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that books
Timothy and Samuel appear without their numbers. Also, keep in mind, that
punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will
help you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers.
Remember, there is no need for a mass exodus, there really are 30 books of
the Bible lurking somewhere in these paragraphs waiting to be found .

Answers next month!
****************************************************************

Notable Quotes
The noblest revenge is to forgive.
Thomas Fuller
All but God is changing day by day.
Charles Kingsley
We expect our young people to lay down their lives for our nation, but most
of us are not willing to lay down our bank accounts for God.
Anon
We trust not because ‘a god’ exists, but because THIS God exists. C S Lewis
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June 2018 - Parish Sunday Services
1st Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 3rd June

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael

Holy Communion + Baptism
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Baptism & Service of the Word
Holy Communion + Baptism

2nd Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 10th June

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St. Gabriel
St Michael
St Peter
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

3rd Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 17th June

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St. James
St Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael

Family Communion
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

4th Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 24th June

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

Regular Weekday Services
Tuesday:

12.15pm St Peter’s
Morning Prayer/Holy Communion
(followed by optional bring and share lunch)
Wednesday:
1.30pm St. James
Holy Communion
(except 2nd Wed of the month, which is Café Church)
Thursday:
11.00am St. Michael Holy Communion
4.00pm Holy Trinity Evening Prayer *
* (This will be a Eucharist Service on the 1st Thursday of the month)
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Parish Notices
From the May registers

Baptisms:
We give thanks with the families of:
Charlie Bear Thomas Ward
Evie Jacques Evans

Connor Evans

Weddings:
There were no weddings in May

Funerals:
We pray for the families of:
Maureen Glover
Susan Phillips

John Hackwell
Minnie Hall

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Be with you
The vicar at a local church experienced some technical problems with the
sound system one Sunday. Instead of starting the service as
usual with ‘The Lord be with you’, he said: ‘There’s something
wrong with this microphone.’
Not hearing this, the congregation responded: ‘And also with you.’
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Great, local, reliable and hard-working
Domestic Cleaners. £12.95 per hour.
Tel Angela Robbins
Christ Church, Oldham Rd, Choir Member
07713 921676

Well Polished Stockport
covering Tameside, Oldham, Glossop and Stockport

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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CONTACT DETAILS
CLERGY:

(*usual day off)

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)
The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL
Fr Jules Mambu, Team Curate (*Mon)
35 Palace Road, Ashton OL6 8HJ
Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate (*Fri)

330 2771

07897 697503
285 1382

Items for the Magazine:
Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the 15th June for inclusion in the
next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18.
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210 Stamford Street

ashton@minutemanpress.com

The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne
is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor
19

