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Editorial
‘We worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; neither confounding the Persons, nor
dividing the Essence.’ (Athanasian Creed).
On Trinity Sunday (16th June) we will celebrate God as one God in three Persons. This
understanding is based on how we see God at work in the world. We trust in a God who
is: ‘God the Father, source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist; God the Son,
who took our human nature, died for us and rose again and God the Holy Spirit, who gives
life to the people of God and makes Christ known in the world’ (CofE Baptism Service).
The Trinity provides a model for Christian community. God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
relate together in a love relationship of mutual accountability with one another. They
complement and build on the work of each other. At His baptism, Jesus the Son is obedient
to His Father, who declares His approval as the Spirit anoints Jesus for ministry. ‘the Holy
Spirit descended on Him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: ‘You are
my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’ (Luke 3:22). To what extent does the life
of our church reflect this?
We also find our mission in the Trinity. Jesus said, ‘As the Father has sent me, I am sending
you.’ (John 20:21). As the Father sent His Son into the world, so Jesus sends us out to do
the Father’s work, equipped by the Spirit of God. How are we called to share in God’s
mission ourselves?
If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!!
The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the
Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, for editorial
purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have any comments
to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 2771 or talk to a
member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made .
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The Parish Prayer
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow in
faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work together
to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches, and be
relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
www.goodshepherdashton.org

Registered Charity Number 1134826
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The Good Shepherd
Have you watched the film: The Good
Shepherd?
Matt Damon and Robert De Niro star in a
film that has a background in the truth. The
setting up of the CIA during World War II. It examines the early history of
the CIA as seen through the eyes of a dedicated agent: upstanding, sharpminded Yale student Edward Wilson (played by Matt Damon). The job soon
begins to erode his ideals, filling him with distrust and destroying his
personal life.
The tumultuous early history of the Central Intelligence Agency is viewed
through the prism of one man's life in The Good Shepherd, an espionage
drama starring Academy Award winners Matt Damon, Angelina Jolie and
Robert De Niro and directed by Robert De Niro.
Edward Wilson (Matt Damon) understands the value of secrecy-discretion
and commitment to honour have been embedded in him since childhood. As
an eager, optimistic student at Yale, he is recruited to join the secret society
Skull and Bones, a brotherhood and breeding ground for future world
leaders. Wilson's acute mind, spotless reputation and sincere belief in
American values render him a prime candidate for a career in intelligence,
and he is soon recruited to work for the OSS (the precursor to the CIA)
during WWII.
As one of the covert founders of the CIA, working in the heart of an
organization where duplicity is required and nothing is taken at face value,
Edward's idealism is steadily eroded by a growing suspicious nature,
reflective of a world settling into the long paranoia of the Cold War. As his
methods are adopted as standard operating procedure, Wilson develops
into one of the Agency's veteran operatives, all the while combating his KGB
counterpart. However, his steely dedication to his country comes at an everincreasing price. Not even his wife Clover (Angelina Jolie) or his beloved son
can divert Wilson from a path that will force him to sacrifice everything in
pursuit of this job.
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I am not sure what provoked Edward Wilson being given the nickname ‘The
Good Shepherd’. It might have been the apparent sense of control that he
had over the development of the CIA.
Opinions about the quality of the film are divided. For me, the ultimate
travesty of the film is that a genuinely good man gradually relinquishes his
moral compass to what is perhaps perceived by some as a higher goal, the
work of the CIA and his country.
The contrast with our Good Shepherd is marked. For
in Jesus Christ we have a Good Shepherd for whom
that moral compass cannot be sacrificed, whose
commitment to the love of God and God’s love for us
is total. Ultimately, Jesus is utterly committed to the
values he always espoused, which were about
relationship. In the end he chose death over life
because in doing so he rescues his sheep that are
lost.
Throughout John 10 we have some wonderful statements of Jesus’
commitment to us:
John 10:9 – I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will go
in and out and find pasture
John 10:10 – I have come that they might have life in all its fullness
John 10:11 – I am the Good Shepherd who gives up his life for the sheep.
John 10:27 – My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I
give them eternal life. …No one will snatch them out of my hand.
Our status is determined not by our actions but by the love of one who gave
his life for us. It is not that we strive to be good and to be better so as to be
loved by God. It is that we are loved by God and so can set aside self-interest
and strive to be the best we can be. Being truly loved sets us free to love.
Our Good Shepherd is not going to drift away because of other perceived
priorities. Our Good Shepherd is always there for us.
Revd Roger Farnworth
The Lord is my shepherd – I shall not want
4

Psalm 23

Ask, Seek and Knock
"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it will be opened to you." (Luke 11:9)
Please choose a focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer. There is a prayer at
the end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your
prayers.
This month:


Please pray for our town centre here in Ashton. Pray that the
businesses prosper and that people can find work to support
their families. Pray also that the decision makers in the town
make wise decisions with compassion for all.



On Whit Sunday we remember why the Holy Spirit was sent to
us. We are given power to live God’s way:
 to lead us into the things God has prepared for us;
 to worship and glorify Him;
 to enable us to pray;
 to lead us into truth;
 to give us a desire to share the love of Christ with others and
to help us trust God for all our needs.
This Pentecost may our prayer be for God’s Spirit to transform
us, for the gentleness of His Spirit to lead us, and for the gifts
of His Spirit to equip us. Amen.



Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill
or in need of God’s healing touch at this time. Please pray for
God to heal them, take away pain, get rid of any illness and to
bring them comfort.

Lord, we offer you our prayers. Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and
help us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.
Amen
*****************************************************
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Tony Horsfall considers the fire at
Notre Dame

God among the ruins
The tragic fire at Note Dame
Cathedral shocked the whole world.
Seeing such a magnificent building
engulfed in flames saddened all who
saw the devastation unfold. It was a
monumental blow to the nation of
France. It will take years to rebuild
this famous place of worship.

works of arts at Norte Dame
Cathedral? The Cross. What an
image for Holy Week and what a
picture to describe secular Western
Europe.’

One striking image from the fire
showed the interior of the church
scorched and ruined, its art
treasures lost, its contents still
smouldering. But high up in the
background, unbowed by the
flames, stands a golden cross,
brightly shining in the darkness of
the surrounding debris.

As I pondered the picture it spoke to
me of the abiding value of the Cross.
The words of a hymn came to mind:
In the cross of Christ I glory,
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.
The place of worship may be
destroyed, but not the God we
worship. The message of the Cross,
at the centre of our faith, remains a
timeless, undamaged truth.

Since the fire took place at Easter, it
is hard not to see this picture as a
parable. One Anglican vicar made
this comment: ‘Notice what is left
inside, untouched, after the
destruction of all sorts of ‘priceless’

The hymn continues:
When the woes of life o’ertake me,
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me,
Lo! It glows with peace and joy.
Even among the ruins of our own
lives the Cross stands tall, reminding
us of the presence of God and His
grip on our lives.
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North Tameside’s St George’s Day Parade and Service
The St. George’s Day Parade for North Tameside
Scout District commenced on Old Street Ashton
and proceeded to the Albion Church. The parade
was led by the St John Brass Band. The civic
mayor, Councillor Denise Ward, was joined in the
parade by Councillors Dave McNally and Joyce
Bowerman, they were followed by nearly 400 members of the Scouts from
Ashton and Droylsden.
The theme of the service was Community and
Harmony. The service was led by the Rev. Edward
Inglis. The District were joined at the service by
three past District Commissioners Jack Millin,
Derek Casey and Ken Marks.
The service was designed by members of the 3rd Ashton, St
James’s, Scout Group. The 3rd are celebrating their
110th birthday this year. Part of the service was given over
to a brief history of how the group started at Christmas
1908 after 6 lads met under a street light on Cowell Lane,
Ashton. They then went to their Sunday school teacher to
ask him to start the troop.
Early activities included being cycle messengers in both
world wars between Ashton Town Hall and the Barracks on Mossley Road; a
week’s camp in Blackpool for 45p and holding a garden party with special
guest Frankie Howard, who was made an honorary member of the Group.
During his address Rev. Inglis stressed the
importance of the role of leaders to help the
young people in their care take a full and active
part in their local, national and international
community's by teaching them the skills of life.
After all sections had renewed their Promises,
District Commissioner, Andy Morton, thanked
all who attended and took part in the service.
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What’s On?
Café Church at
St James’ Church
Wednesday 12th June 1.45pm

WEA
Art Exhibition

Informal worship with
tea, coffee and a chat.
Everyone is welcome

Friday 21st and
Saturday 22nd June
10.00am – 4.00pm
At St James’ Church
Refreshments available

Scouts Please!
3rd Ashton Scout Group are looking for
new members ages 101/2yrs to 14yrs.
We meet every Tuesday
at 7.15pm to 9.00pm
at St James Church.
For more information contact Tina
Group Scout Leader - 07411773336
or tina@dah.co.uk

16th Ashton Brownies

16th Ashton Brownies meet at
St Gabriel's Church on Mondays
from 6.30 till 8.00 pm.
They have new leaders and have
some places available for girls
Sunday Evening Service
between the ages of 7 and 10 years.
St Michael’s Church
Please contact
Contemporary worship with prayer
Sharon Oldham 07795957114
for Tameside and Ashton,
Chloe Hammond 07450572303
with other churches in Tameside if your child is interested in joining.
6.30pm on the 1st Sunday
of each month
The next will be 2nd June
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A Place of Welcome

St Peter’s Church

St Gabriel's Church open their doors
Designated Red Cross
every Monday morning from 9.30 till
Drop-in Centre
12.00 to invite people from the community
For
Refugees
and Asylum Seekers
in to our building to enjoy a free drink and
refreshments. This is not just for church
Thursdays 10.00am – 2.00pm
members but for everybody in the
The Red Cross will be providing
neighbourhood who would like to come
grants to Refugees and Asylum
along.
Seekers who meet eligibility
We hope that people will come along to
requirements. Also providing
socialise and just enjoy each other's
ESOL classes;
company. During the morning we aim to
a hub for other organisation such
provide simple entertainment such as a
quiz sheet, some armchair aerobics, bingo,
as NHS, Action Together etc;
craft activities etc. We are sure that some
and a signposting service to
of you may even have your own skills to
other organisations.
share!
Refreshments available
However, none of these are obligatory All are welcome!
you may prefer to just sit and chat - and
that is perfectly fine! There is no charge
for anything – all welcome!
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Ashton Parish Church
St Michael and All Angels
OPEN DAY
Saturday June 15th 2019
Church Open 10-00am to 4-00pm
Guided Tours 10-30am and 2-00pm
Peterloo Exhibition
Souvenirs Refreshments
Children’s Corner
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Day of Pentecost – Whit Sunday 9th June
Pentecost took place on the wellestablished Jewish festival of
Firstfruits, which was observed at
the beginning of the wheat harvest.
It was seven weeks after Easter, or
50 days including Easter.

That morning
the Holy Spirit
came to indwell
the disciples
and followers of
Jesus: and the Church was
born. The Christians were suddenly
full of life and power, utterly
different from their former fearful
selves. The change in them was
permanent.

A feast day to celebrate the
country’s wheat harvest does not
sound exactly world-changing, but
that year, it became one of the most
important days in world history. For
Pentecost was the day that Jesus
sent the Holy Spirit – the day the
Church was born.

Peter gave the first ever sermon of
the Christian Church that
morning: proclaiming Jesus was the
Messiah. His boldness in the face of
possible death was in marked
contrast to the man who had denied
Jesus 50 days before. And 3,000
people responded, were converted,
and were baptised. How’s that for
fast church growth!

Jesus had told His disciples that
something big was going to happen,
and that they were to wait for it in
Jerusalem, instead of returning to
Galilee. Jesus had plans for His
disciples – but He knew they could
not do the work themselves – they
would need His help.

Of course, Pentecost was not the
first time the Holy Spirit had acted in
this world. All through the Old
Testament there are accounts of
how God’s Spirit guided people and
strengthened them. But now,
because of Christ’s death and
resurrection, He could INDWELL
them. From now on, every Christian
could have the confidence that
Jesus was with them constantly,
through the indwelling of His Holy
Spirit.

And so they waited in Jerusalem,
praying together with His other
followers, for many days. And then
on that fateful morning there was
suddenly the sound as of a mighty
rushing wind. Tongues of flame
flickered on their heads, and they
began to praise God in many
tongues – to the astonishment of
those who heard them. The curse of
Babel (Genesis 11: 1- 9) was
dramatically reversed that morning.
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Find us
on:

Elite Care Services (UK) Ltd is dedicated to providing home care support and
palliative care services within the client’s own home – Promoting independence
and choice always. Our dedicated team is available to meet your care needs 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.
Our Services
 End of Life Care
 Personal Care Support
 Meal preparation
 Medication reminders
 Sitting and Support Service
 Cleans and Domestic Support
 Laundry Support
 Shopping
 Grave Guardians
 Appointment attendance
 Rest & Recuperation Support

Elite Care Services (UK) Ltd is different
Our home visits are one hour in duration, no less. Our services are client centred
to provide home help for people who need daily assistance and support. It is our
aim to enable you or your loved one to live both comfortably, safely and
independently within your own home.
Elite Care Services (UK) Ltd recognise that having the very best Community Care
Workers is central to our success. Passionate, enthusiastic and full of a ‘can do’
positivity, our Community Care Workers consistently deliver quality care, all
tailored to the specific needs of our clients.
Contact us today to discuss your care requirements.

Registered Manager – Hayley Penkett
0161 850 3306
45 Knowl Street, Stalybridge, Cheshire SK15 3AW
hayley@elitecarecheshire.co.uk
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www.elitecarecheshire.co.uk

The man behind Kentucky Fried Chicken
Hundreds of thousands of us will
have a meal this summer courtesy of
Colonel Sanders – his chicken is
indeed finger lickin’ good. But did you
know that Colonel Sanders was
named Harland Sanders, born in
Indiana in 1890, and became a
Christian?

wondered what
he could do. He
knew his old
customers had
loved his chicken.
But this time he
added a mix of 11 herbs and spices.
They became the secret recipe that is
still used to day. Kentucky Fried
Chicken had arrived.

When Harland was only five, his
father died, so his mother ran the
farm and raised the four children –
and took the children to church each
week. She taught them: “Always tell
the truth, don’t cheat, and be kind to
each other.” She also taught Harland
to cook.

He then persuaded a local restaurant
to offer it to their customers. They
loved it, and Colonel Saunders’
Kentucky Fried Chicken was on its
way to fame. By 1935 his picture with
the white moustache, goatee and
cane were famous. (The white suit
came later). By 1963 there were 2000
franchised restaurants and Kentucky
Fried Chicken was the largest fastfood franchise in the country.

By the age of 12 Harland was a farm
hand, and in the rough and tumble
years that followed his jobs included:
locomotive fireman, railroad section
hand, insurance salesman, a petrol
station operator and finally – a
restauranteur. Harland was a born
enthusiast and grabbed every
opportunity as it came along.

In the meantime, Colonel Sanders
became a Christian. He’d had an offon relationship with God for years,
but one night he dropped into a
Christian tabernacle meeting and was
deeply moved. He went on to ask
Jesus to forgive his sins, and to come
into his life.

For most of Harland’s petrol
customers were hungry truckers. So,
one day Harland dragged out an old
table and began to cook food. The
truckers ate – and ate! From this a
large restaurant grew. But heartache
was never far behind – his son died,
his wife left, and his business went
under during the Great Depression.

He wrote later to a friend: “I pray to
God almighty that you will also
commit your life to Jesus. If you will,
no matter what hard times you may
go through, He’ll help you through.”
Harland Colonel Sanders died in
December 1980. He was 90 years
old.

Finally, aged 65 and struggling to
survive on social security, Harland
12

13

Saint for the Month
11th June

Barnabas , Paul’s first missionary companion

Are you going to Cyprus on holiday this
year? If so, spare a thought for the Cypriot
who played such a key role in the New
Testament.
He was Joseph, a Jewish Cypriot and a Levite,
who is first mentioned in Acts 4:36, when the
early church was sharing a communal
lifestyle. Joseph sold a field and gave the
money to the apostles. His support so touched
them that they gave him the nickname of
Barnabas, ‘Son of Encouragement’.
Barnabas has two great claims to fame. Firstly, it was Barnabas who
made the journey to go and fetch the converted Paul out of Tarsus, and
persuade him to go with him to Antioch, where there were many new
believers with no one to help them. For a year the two men ministered
there, establishing a church. It was here that the believers were first
called Christians.
It was also in Antioch (Acts 13) that the Holy Spirit led the church to ‘set
aside’ Barnabas and Paul, and send them out on the church’s first ever
‘missionary journey’. The Bible tells us that they went to Cyprus, and
travelled throughout the island. It was at Lystra that the locals mistook
Barnabas for Zeus and Paul for Hermes, much to their dismay.
Much later, back in Jerusalem, Barnabas and Paul decided to part
company. While Paul travelled on to Syria, Barnabas did what he could
do best: return to Cyprus and continue to evangelise it. So if you go to
Cyprus and see churches, remember that Christianity on that beautiful
island goes right back to Acts 13, when Barnabas and Paul first arrived.
In England there are 13 ancient church dedications and not a few
modern ones. Barnabas the generous, the encourager, the apostle who
loved his own people – no wonder he should be remembered with love.
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How do you spot fake news?
Here are some tips which may prove useful.

Poor spaghetti
harvest – queues
in supermarkets!

What is the source? Have a good look at the
By our pasta
website where you found it, including the
correspondent
About Us section. Is it really a news site? Are
other stories from this site believable? Can you find this story and the
other stories on the site anywhere else?
What is the domain name? If it is similar to a respected website, that is
a bad sign. Also beware of any domain names that are strange, or
very long.
Who wrote the story? Does the website provide any names? Do a
web search on these people. Are they really journalists?
How current is the story? Sometimes very old, out of date stories get
recycled.
Do your own research. If the story claims that something specific
happened somewhere, try and find that same story on other
websites. If the story is just on that one website, be careful! If in
doubt, try approaching an organisation you trust that deals in that
same area.
Beware social media Anyone could have written it.
Finally, if you are left in any doubt, then doubt!
***********************************************************************

Smile Lines………….
The minister was praising his church council. “Unlike others I
have known, where half the council does all the work and the other half are
hopeless.
In this church it is completely the reverse!”
A little girl after her geography exam: “Please God make Copenhagen the
capital of Japan – at least for this month.”
Living on Earth is expensive, but it does include a free trip around the sun
every year.
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June 2019 - Parish Sunday Services
Easter 7
Sunday 2nd June

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael

Holy Communion + Baptism
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Morning Prayer + Baptism
Holy Communion + Baptism

Pentecost
Sunday 9th June

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St. Gabriel
St Michael
St Peter
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

Trinity Sunday
Sunday 16th June

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St. James
St Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael

Family Communion
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer

Trinity 1
Sunday 23rd June

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

Trinity 2
Sunday 30th June

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St. Gabriel
St Michael
St Peter
St James

Holy Communion
Family Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

Regular Weekday Services
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

12.15pm St Peter’s
Morning Prayer/Holy Communion
(followed by optional bring and share lunch)
1.30pm St. James
Holy Communion
nd
(except 2 Wed of the month, which is Café Church)
11.00am
4.00pm

St. Michael Holy Communion
Holy Trinity Evening Prayer *

* (This will be a Eucharist Service on the 1st Thursday of the month)
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Parish Notices
From the May registers:

Baptisms:
We give thanks with the families of:
Lucas Ball

Weddings:
We celebrate with the families of:
Rachel Louise Weeden and Paul Nicholas Mellor

Funerals:
There were no funerals in May
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Prayer
O Father, I see each visible action can be influenced by an invisible
agenda. May the Holy Spirit uncover and bring into the light
anything that may be hidden in me.
Wholeness is wanting what You want and not what we want.
Barry Bowden
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Great, local, reliable and hard-working
Domestic Cleaners. £13.45 per hour.
Tel Angela Robbins
Christ Church, Oldham Rd, Choir Member
07713 921676

Well Polished Tameside
covering Tameside, Oldham, Glossop and Stockport

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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CONTACT DETAILS
CLERGY:

(*usual day off)

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)
The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL

330 2771

Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate (*Fri)

400 1556

Items for the Magazine: Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the
15th June for inclusion in the next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18.
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210 Stamford Street

ashton@minutemanpress.com

The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne
is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor
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