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Editorial 
Our journey through Lent begins this month and Ash Wednesday 0n 10

th
 February marks the 

start of observation of this most solemn time of the Christian Year.  Ashes are an ancient 
sing of penitence: from the Middle Ages it became the custom to begin Lent by marking 
Christians with the sign of the cross in ash on their foreheads.  The season is traditionally 
marked by self-examination, fasting and preparation for Easter.  It is a time when Christians 
reflect on the biblical account of Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness (Luke 4:1-13). 
 

There are two services of Ashing in our parish and we also invite you to join us at our Lent 
Courses and Lent Talks, supporting you in study and self-reflection. 
 

Plus there will be a chance to come and sing (or just come and listen to) Stainer’s Crucifixion 
– a wonderful experience! 

 

If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!!
 

The views expressed in articles in the magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of 
the Parish of The Good Shepherd. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if 
you have any comments to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 

0161 330 2771 or talk to a member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made. 
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 The Parish Prayer 
 

Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us 
to grow in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so 
that we can work together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new 

people into our churches, and be relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
www.goodshepherdashton.co.uk                      Registered Charity Number 1134826 

http://www.goodshepherdashton.co.uk/
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St Valentine’s Day  
 

It was only a few weeks ago we were 
celebrating Christmas and seeing in 
the New Year and we are now already 
in February, with Lent & Easter soon 
approaching. Of course this month 
we celebrate Valentine's Day on 
February 14th. 
 
St. Valentine's Day began as a 
liturgical celebration of one or more 
early Christian saints named 
Valentinus. Soon martyrdom stories 
were invented for the various 
Valentines that belonged to February 
14. One popular account of Saint 
Valentine of Rome states that he was 
imprisoned for performing weddings 
for soldiers who were forbidden to 
marry and for ministering to 
Christians, who were persecuted 
under the Roman Empire. According 
to legend, during his imprisonment, 
he healed the daughter of his jailer, 
Asterius. An embellishment to this 
story states that before his execution 
he wrote her a letter signed "Your 
Valentine" as a farewell.  
The day was first associated with 
romantic love in the circle of Geoffrey 
Chaucer in the High Middle Ages, 
when the tradition of courtly love 
flourished. In 18th-century England, it 
evolved into an occasion in which 
lovers expressed their love for each 
other by presenting flowers, offering 
confectionery, and sending greeting 
cards. Since the 19th century, 

handwritten 
valentines have 
given way to mass-
produced greeting cards. In the UK, 
just under half of the population 
spend money on their Valentines and 
around £1.3 billion is spent yearly on 
cards, flowers, chocolates and other 
gifts, with an estimated 25 million 
cards being sent. 
 
But what does the other half of UK 
population do on Valentine’s Day? Do 
they ignore it, celebrate it as it was 
intended or wait for a card that might 
never come? For many Valentine’s 
Day will be a lonely one, may be sat 
at home feeling unloved and 
forgotten. They might be missing a 
loved one who has died recently or 
missing that partner they have never 
had. With all the commercialism of 
Valentine’s Day the shops have been 
full of cards, red hearts & roses and 
of course boxes of chocolates, all on 
the shelves since the new year. 
Imagine how this might affect people 
who have no one to buy a card for 
them! How about those who feel 
lonely every day or suffer with 
depression!  
Many of course will not be affected 
by the lack of a card or 12 red roses 
but many feel unloved and 
unwanted. I know that this is only 
one day in 352 days but when the 
world is giving gifts to each other it 
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can be painful when you are not 
included. 
 
For many of our young adults, they 
struggle with anxiety, stress and 
depression and many attempt to end 
their lives.  Two people under the age 
of 25 years die every day from suicide 
attempts. It’s not just our young 
people, many people will consider 
suicide on Valentine’s day. How have 
we got it so wrong, that a day about 
love can become a day of sadness, 
loss and death. 
 
So this February the 14th, when you 
open a card from your loved one, 
have a thought for those who will not  

 
 
receive a card this year, especially 
those recently bereaved, divorced 
and those feeling unloved. They 
maybe in your family, they may be 
your friend, even someone you know  
from Church or even a neighbour. 
Have a thought for their feelings on 
this day and remember Jesus taught 
us to love everyone.  

    

  Revd Rachel  X 

 
 
 
Samaritans Hotline number: 116 123 

 
  

R
e
v 

 
 

Ashton Deanery Young Adults Group 
Invite you to  

 

Songs of Praise  
 

6.00pm  Sunday 7th February 
Holy Trinity Church 

 

Enjoy singing your favourite hymns  
with refreshments after the service 

 
Led by Revd George Reeves &  

Revd Jo Farnworth 
 

All Welcome – bring a friend! 
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Ask, Seek and Knock 

 
"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; 

knock, and it will be opened to you."  (Luke 11:9) 
 

Please choose one focus for each week of the month or pray for all 
of the following issues throughout the month, as you prefer.  There 
is a prayer at the end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to 

start or finish your prayers. 
 

This month: 
 

 Turning on the news can be really difficult and a little traumatic.  
Please pray for politicians in countries around the world to bring 
peace.  In countries facing warfare pray for talks to start and for 
countries on the outside not to inflame situations for their own gain. 

 There are many at the turn of this year who have loved ones who have 
recently died.  Please pray for those who are grieving to find comfort 
and hope in the Lord and to hold tight to the memories of the 
departed. 

 Please pray for our town here in Ashton.  For those businesses that are 
finding it hard to make a profit.  For the market traders who are having 
to cope with the disruption of the continued works.  For our Local 
Council who are facing big decisions and looking to find a fair way 
through them. 

 Please pray for our churches to reach out to the communities in which 
we serve.  Help us to be welcoming and relevant places that are a joy 
to those who celebrate, a comfort to those who mourn, a sanctuary to 
those in need and a source of Good News to all. 

 

Lord, we offer you our prayers.  Hear us as we bring our concerns to you 
and help is to place them into your hands in confidence that you 
will hear us.                  Amen 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

   
 

It’s good to smile! 
Seen in a church magazine: ‘Bring your old newspapers (and your                 

             neighbours), put them in a sack and tie them if possible.’ 
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Events during 

Lent    

 

 

Ash Wednesday   10th February   
 

Services of Ashing and Holy Communion 

1.30pm  St James’ Church 

7.30pm  St Peter’s Church 

 

Lent Groups 

We will be using a booklet produced by US Anglican Mission 

Agency (the old USPG) entitled ‘Migration and Movement’ and 

will be scripture and the stories of different people in our world 

today to help us engage with what is happening around us.  

Friday Lent talks will follow the same theme. 

 

Monday Lunchtimes    12noon at St James’ Church 

Wednesday Evenings    7.00pm at 2a Hutton Avenue, Ashton 

 

Lent Talks 

Friday Lunchtimes      12.15 at St Michael’s Church   
 
 

/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-
 

              Taizé Service 
 
 

5pm Sunday 6th March 

St Michael’s Church 

Communion with God through prayer, song, 

 silence, personal reflection and sharing. 

 

/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-
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The Presentation of Christ in the Temple/ 
Candlemas 

In bygone centuries, Christians said 

their last farewells to the Christmas 

season on Candlemas, 2 February. 

This is exactly 40 days after 

Christmas Day itself. 

 

In New Testament times 40 days old 

was an important age for a baby 

boy: it was when they made their 

first ‘public appearance’. Mary, like 

all good Jewish mothers, went to the 

Temple with Jesus, her first male 

child - to ‘present him to the Lord’. 

At the same time, she, as a new 

mother, was ‘purified’. Thus we have 

the Festival of the Presentation of 

Christ in the Temple. 

 

So where does the Candlemas bit 

come in? Jesus is described in the 

New Testament as the Light of the 

World, and early Christians 

developed the tradition of lighting 

many candles in celebration of this 

day. The Church also fell into the 

custom of blessing the year’s supply 

of candles for the church on this day 

- hence the name, Candlemas. 

  

 

 

The story of how Candlemas began 

can be found in Luke 2:22-40. 

Simeon’s great declaration of faith 

and recognition of who Jesus was is 

of course found in the Nunc Dimittis, 

which is embedded in the Office of 

Evening Prayer in the West. But in 

medieval times, the Nunc Dimittis 

was mostly used just on this day, 

during the distribution of candles 

before the Eucharist. Only gradually 

did it win a place in the daily prayer 

life of the Church. 

 

National Nestbox 

Week 14th – 21st 

February 

With less and less trees and 

undergrowth, but more pollution and 

people around, birds can 

struggle to survive these 

days. National Nestbox 

Week aims to encourage 

you to put up nest boxes in your 

local area, in order to promote and 

enhance biodiversity and 

conservation of our breeding birds 

and wildlife. After more than 15 

years it has become a well-

established part of the ornithological 

calendar. More details 

at: www.bto.org/about-birds/nnbw 

http://www.bto.org/about-birds/nnbw
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           SStt  MMiicchhaaeell  aanndd  AAllll  AAnnggeellss  CChhuurrcchh  

                                             in the 

Parish of The Good Shepherd 

 
 

CCOOMMEE  AANNDD  SSIINNGG  

  SSTTAAIINNEERR''SS  CCRRUUCCIIFFIIXXIIOONN 

              
Soloists: John Elliott (Tenor) and Andrew Wickens (Baritone) 

Organist:  John LeGrove 
 

 

 

An opportunity to sing 'The Crucifixion'  

under the direction of John Miles, 

 organist at St. Michael's 
 

 

 

Rehearsal at 2.30 followed by refreshments and 

 performance at 5.00pm. Or just come and listen! 

 

Limited number of scores available;  

please bring your own if you have one! 

 

 
Cost: £6 for singers or audience  

For more information contact John Miles 01457 763701 

 

 

 

SSuunnddaayy  2200
tthh

  MMaarrcchh  22001166  
  

SStt  MMiicchhaaeell  aanndd  AAllll  AAnnggeellss,,  

  CChhuurrcchh  SStt,,  AAsshhttoonn--uunnddeerr--LLyynnee  OOLL66  66XXJJ  
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What’s happening?     
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

St. Michael’s – Open Days 
St. Michael’s is now open every 

Thursday from 10.30am to 3.00pm  

The Eucharist will take place as usual at 11.00am on Thursdays 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Café Church 

at St James Church 
Wednesday 3rd February at 1.45pm 

Everyone is welcome to join us 
for informal worship, coffee, cake and a chat 

 

Café Church    
at Costa Coffee, Ashton 

Sunday 21st February at 3.00pm 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Collection for the Homeless 
St Michael’s Church wants to build a supply of goods that can be 

given to the homeless when they call:- 
 

Underwear / Longjohns  /  Sleeping Bags / Socks 
Toothpaste / Tooth brushes  /  Deodorant 

Liquid Hand Soap  /  Hats / Gloves 
Clothes, inc Coats 

If you have any items that you would like to contribute, please 

contact Revd Rachel 

 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

        Would you like to join us for 

             Tea & Toast! 

 (Well actually various hot and cold drinks 

and a variety of toasted breakfast items!) 

A great chance to  catch up and chat 

St Peter’s Church 

Saturday 20th February   10.00am to 12 noon 
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Friends of  
Ashton Parish Church 
 

 

Friends Lunch Thursday 10th March 2016 

Heroes of Waterloo Mossley Road OL6 9DQ 
 

Once again we are going to the Heroes for our Annual Lunch. For those who 

are not members Booking Forms are available at the back of church and 

must be returned no later than Sunday 6th of March. Cheques to be made 

payable to The Friends of Ashton Parish Church c/o Mr A.F/Bacon, 17, St 

Christopher's Avenue, Ashton-under-Lyne OL6 9DTTel 0161 330 5829. 

Please join us for this annual event and bring your friends for an enjoyable 

Lunch.                                                 

Alan F. Bacon     -  Treasurer 

******************************************** 

Can’t get to our Lent Group meetings?  
 

Reflections for Lent is designed to enhance your spiritual 
journey through the forty days from Ash Wednesday to Holy Saturday (10 
February - 26 March 2016). Covering Monday to Saturday each week, it offers 
reflections on readings from the Common Worship Lectionary, written by some 
of today’s leading spiritual and theological writers.  
It also features a simple form of morning and night prayer and a guide to 
keeping a good Lent. Reflections for Lent is also available to download as an 
app on iOS and Android devices. This year, Reflections for Lent is accompanied 
by free audio recordings of the reflections, read by Martyn Percy. Find out more 
as well as how to purchase by visiting bit.ly/2016Lent 
 

******************************************** 

Cleaning Services 
 

We have available a number of local, reliable, hard-

working domestic Cleaners. £11.00 per hour. 

Minimum 2 hours per week. You will receive the same 

dedicated Cleaner each week who is fully referenced 

checked. Tel Angela Robbins (Christ Church choir)  

07713 921676 Well Polished AUL
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Afternoon tea, anyone?  

Do you take afternoon tea? Ever wondered where it 

started? The custom seems to date back to the mid-19th 

century, and the seventh Duchess of Bedford, Anna Russell. 

The Duchess got hungry at about 4pm each day, and complained that she had “that 

sinking feeling”. As it was still four hours until dinner (at 8pm), she began to have 

sandwiches or a small cake with some tea. Her friends thought this was marvellous, and 

the idea spread quickly through (hungry) upper class circles.  

Soon, it seems, everyone in England was looking forward to Afternoon Tea, and a great 

British tradition was born. Though during the last century the sandwiches and cake gave 

way to biscuits, still we reached for the teapot each afternoon. Not so much any more, it 

seems. In the last five years, sales of tea have dropped by nearly a quarter, and sales of 

biscuits have sunk by a tenth. Nowadays we reach for bottled water and fruits, nuts or 

even cheese!! 

A last beatitude.......... 
 

And blessed are the ones we overlook; 

The faithful servers on the coffee rota, 

The ones who hold no candle, bell or book, 

But keep the books and tall up the quota, 
 

The gentle souls who come to “do the flowers”, 

The quiet ones who organise the fete, 

Church sitters who give up their weekday hours, 

Doorkeepers who may open heaven’s gate. 
 

God knows the depths that often go unspoken  

Amongst the shy, the quiet, and the kind, 

Or the slow healing of a heart long broken, 

Placing each flower so for a year’s mind. 
 

Invisible on earth, without a voice,  

In heaven their angels glory and rejoice. 
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Saint for the Month:  

29th February  Oswald - the Saint for 

Leap Year 

 

There is a saint for Leap Year: St Oswald of Worcester, who died on 

29th February 992. His family story was extraordinary, and full of 

some surprising ‘leaps’, all by itself. It provides a tantalising glimpse 

of what happened to at least one of those pagan Viking warriors who 

settled in Anglo-Saxon Britain.  

 

For Oswald’s great-uncle had come to England c 865, as part of the 

‘Great Heathen Army’ of Viking invaders. But his son, Oswald’s 

uncle, Oda, forsook paganism, and not only converted to 

Christianity, but actually ended up as Archbishop of Canterbury. 

From there, Oda was in a position to help his nephew, Oswald, 

which he did.  

 

Oda sent young Oswald to be educated at the abbey of Fleury, then 

a great centre of learning. There Oswald absorbed the Benedictine 

ideals which would guide his later life and work. Back in England, 

he became bishop of Worcester in 961, and with the support of King 

Edgar, eagerly joined in major reforms of the Anglo-Saxon church. In 

972 Oswald was made Archbishop of York, and seems to have taken 

a great interest in renewing the church in the Danelaw. He founded 

Ramsey Abbey, which became one of the great Fenland 

monasteries.  

 

Oswald was a popular Archbishop, who was in the habit of washing 

the feet of the poor every day in Lent. On the 29th February 992 he 

had just completed this service at Worcester, when he collapsed and 

died. Later Oswald and his successor at Worcester, Wulfstan came 

to be the two chief saints of Worcester. You can see them together, 

for instance, flanking the tomb of King John before the high altar of 

the cathedral. 

 

 

The old forget, the young don’t know.    – German proverb 
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Ashton Deanery Ethiopia Community Partnership  

with Christian Aid – Update! 

We are raising money to support a Community Partnership with Women in 

Southern Ethiopia. The target to be raised is £5000 over 2 years. The EU 

will contribute £25,000 to the project if the target of £5000 is reached. 

Many of the churches in the Deanery are contributing to meet the target. 

We have raised just over £3796, with a number of churches and groups 

still to contribute!  
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Time to retreat? 

Lent is how the Church offers you a 

40-day period of renewal each year. 

So this Lent, if you feel tired and 

stressed by the demands of daily life, 

why not consider a retreat?  

 

In simplest terms, a retreat is simply 

stepping aside from your daily 

routine for a period of time, usually 

to reflect and pray about your life, 

all within the context of being in a 

welcoming and peaceful place. 

You can go it alone, or with a group. 

It can last from half a day to a day, 

to a week, or even longer. During 

this time, you can seek God’s 

presence, grow deeper in your faith, 

and come to see yourself and others 

more clearly.  

 

You may greatly benefit from a 

retreat if:  

- you need time to get back in 

touch with your inner self 

- you want to learn more about 

prayer and reflection before God 

- you need to prepare for some big 

challenge/decision in your life 

 

The range of retreats on offer is 

enormous. There are beginner days, 

hobby-based retreats (art, poetry, 

gardening), retreats for particular life 

issues such as bereavement, 

relationship breakdown, marriage 

enrichment, stress and trauma, or 

simply prayer and Bible reading with 

a spiritual director to guide each 

day. Retreats are also held with 

seasonal themes – Lent, Easter, 

Pentecost, Advent, or on major life 

themes: forgiveness, waiting, letting 

go, peace, 

justice, 

contemplation, the 

Cross, Resurrection, hope or despair. 

Others focus on inspiring believers of 

all kinds down the ages. Retreats 

have only one thing in common: 

they are offered to nourish and 

enrich you. 

 

Retreat houses vary from 

monasteries to modern building 

complexes. Most are set in beautiful 

grounds, with lots of space to 

wander about in. Some have 

libraries, art rooms and prayer rooms. 

Almost all provide home cooked 

food, and many can welcome 

people with disabilities. 
 

What is the point of it all? Like 

pilgrimages, retreats are really a 

journey with a sacred purpose that 

can become transformational for 

you. Someone once described a 

retreat like this: “When we allow 

ourselves time, new insights are 

given… new and old places in our 

hearts are visited. Blessings are 

received and healing acceptance 

of memories can take place…” 
 

It is too easy to avoid ourselves, to 

live life on a shallow basis, and not 

ever to allow ourselves time to simply 

renew our inner selves. Jesus 

frequently went off to be alone and 

pray; He just wanted to be with his 

Father. We, too, will benefit from 

time alone with God. 
 

Retreat information 

at: www.retreats.org.uk  

http://www.retreats.org.uk/


16 

 

Parish Notices 

Baptisms: 
We give thanks with the families and friends of: 
 

Luke Townley  
 

Weddings: 
There were no weddings in January 
 

Funerals: 
We pray with the family and friends of: 
 

Joyce Currie  
 

Dates for your Diary  
 

February    

Sunday    7th    6.00pm Songs of Praise at Holy Trinity Church 

Wednesday 10th   1.30pm Service of Ashing and Holy Communion 
at St James’ Church 
 

    7.30pm Service of Ashing and Holy Communion 
at St Peter’s Church 
 

Saturday 27th 10.30am 
-1.30pm 

Spring Craft Fair at St James’ Church 

March    

Sunday   6th    5.00pm Taizé Service at St Michael’s Church 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

    Vernon Shipley 
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons  
    Fairways Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
        24 Hour Personal Service 

  87 Penny Meadow, Ashton-u-Lyne, OL6 6EP 
         Tel: 0161-339-0696 • Fax: 0161-339-0599                            
              Email: frlvshipley@funeralservicesltd 

 

            A member of the National Association of Funeral Directors     
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February 2016 - Parish Sunday Services 

 
Sunday next before Lent      9.30am St James Holy Communion + Baptism 
Sunday 7th February  11.00am St Peter Morning Prayer + Baptism    
  11.00am St Gabriel Holy Communion + Junior Church 
  11.00am St Michael Holy Communion + Baptism 

   
First Sunday of Lent    9.30am St James Holy Communion 
Sunday 14th February 11.00am St. Peter Holy Communion 
 11.00am St. Gabriel All Age Service of the Word 
 11.00am St. Michael Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James St James on Sunday Afternoon 

 
2nd Sunday of Lent     9.30am St. James Family Communion 
Sunday 21st February  11.00am St. Peter Holy Communion   
  11.00am St. Gabriel Holy Communion + Junior Church 
  11.00am St. Michael Holy Communion  

 
3rd Sunday of Lent    9.30am St James Family Communion 
Sunday 28th February 11.00am St. Peter Holy Communion 
 11.00am St. Gabriel All Age Service of the Word 
 11.00am St. Michael Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Regular Weekday Services 
 

Tuesday:  12.15pm St Peter’s     Morning Prayer/ 
                                                            Holy Communion 
    (followed by optional bring and share lunch)                            
 
 

Wednesday:         1.30pm St. James     Holy Communion 
(except 2nd Wed of the month) 
 

Thursday:         11.00am St. Michael   Holy Communion 
              4.00pm Holy Trinity   Evening Prayer 
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The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne 
 is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only  
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Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor. 


