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Editorial
The Prime Minister has called plastic waste ‘one of the great environmental scourges of our time.’
The best estimates suggest 10 million tonnes of plastic ends up in our oceans, contaminating and
killing sea life. How should we view this issue from a Christian perspective?
When God created the universe, He saw ‘everything He had made, and indeed, it was very good.’
(Genesis 1:31). He calls us to share in His care of creation: ‘Rule over the fish in the sea and the
birds of the air and over every living thing that moves on the ground.’ (Genesis 1:28).
Our rule over living creatures is not an excuse to exploit them in a selfish way. As those made in
the image of God, we are entrusted to care for them with responsibility and trustworthiness.
Why do the sea creatures being killed by plastic matter? Because of human rebellion against God
(see Genesis 3), our relationship with God and His creation was damaged. No longer do we live
with living creatures in harmony and interdependence.
Yet after the flood, when Noah rescued the animals in the ark, they are included in God’s
everlasting promise to protect the earth: ‘I now establish my covenant with you and with your
descendants after you, and with every living creature that was with you.’ (Genesis 9:9,10).
What is our response to be? Where is God calling us, as His people in this time and place, to make
a stand in protecting His creation? Time for a plastic revolution?
If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!!
The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the
Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, for editorial
purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have any comments to
make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 2771 or talk to a member
of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made .
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The Parish Prayer
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow in
faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work
together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches,
and be relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
www.goodshepherdashton.org

Registered Charity Number 1134826
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Uganda News - 2018!
In late April and early May this year, Jo and I travelled to Uganda. We spent just over
half our time with John and Alice Tumusiime in Kyegegwa county, at a village called
Kijongobya, and then in Rukungiri; and the remainder of our time in Kisoro with
Bishop Cranmer Mugisha and his wife Hope.
As a parish we have built a relationship with these friends in South West Uganda
and frequently our Harvest Giving has gone to their work in Kisoro and Rukungiri.
Jo and I have been frequent visitors to Uganda and one of our church members has
also visited. Mike Glover travelled to Rukungiri some years ago now.
I hope that I get an opportunity in the near future to share some of the things we
encountered on our visit. We were delighted to find that all the projects that we have
supported were in good health and that our most recent Harvest Giving had resulted
in the sinking of two boreholes in Kijongobya – one for a water supply to the
farmland which provides food for Rukungiri Modern Primary School and Gables
Technical College – the other for water for the village and school. Just a few pictures!
The first shows John and Alice inspecting the
borehole at Kijongobya which will supply the
School and the Village. It is 80 metres deep.
Two water tanks, one for the village and one
for Kijongobya Modern Primary School have
also been constructed!
To complete this project John and Alice will need
to find money for a submersible pump, generator
and a brick pumphouse.

There is a similar borehole on the
farmland, a few kilometres from
the village, which also needs a
submersible pump, generator and
a brick pumphouse.
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Kijongobya Modern Primary School – set up by Alice Tumusiime as the first proper
school in Kijongobya.
John and Alice hope that the farmland will become an Agricultural Training Centre
for children from Rukungiri Modern Primary School which will work alongside
Gables Technical College.
The next few pictures show Rukungiri
Modern Primary and Nursery Schools. We
have been raising money at Harvest for
these two schools since 2003! In that time
they have grown to provide schooling for
around 1700 children each year.
We have helped to provide two water tanks, a school bus and a school lorry (used to
transport produce from the farmland). We have helped to refurbish an old borehole
which now supplies the schools. We have also contributed to the cost of a new
borehole for Gables Technical College.
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After just under 2 weeks with John and Alice, which included quite a bit of preaching
and leading in services, we headed down to Kisoro which is right down in the South
West of Uganda, high in the mountains. The valley floors in Kisoro are about 1 mile
above sea level! The Anglican Diocese is Muhabura Diocese.

We have contributed to a number of things in
Muhabura Diocese. Some of you may remember
Potters Village (right) which looks after
premature and abandoned babies. We have also
provided two water tanks, one for a girl’s
secondary school and the other for a small village
called Nakimanga near the Rwandan border.
The people of Nakimanga wer so delighted to see Jo and I when we visited and
they explained just how important their water tank was to them. It was not just a
source of water but it meant that the children, who used to spend their days
collecting water, were now going to school!
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Ask, Seek and Knock
"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it will be opened to you." (Luke 11:9)
Please choose one focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer. There is a prayer at
the end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your
prayers.
This month:


Please pray for our town centre here in Ashton. Pray that the
businesses prosper and that people can find work to support
their families. Pray also that the decision makers in the town
make wise decisions with compassion for all.



Please pray for all who are lonely and isolated. Ask God to help us
to make time to recognise and befriend those who live alone, or
who are new to the area, or who live with elderly relatives;
offering friendship, a sympathetic ear and a place of welcome.



Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill
or in need of God’s healing touch at this time. Please pray for
God to heal them, take away pain, get rid of any illness and to
bring them comfort.

Lord, we offer you our prayers. Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and
help us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.
Amen
*****************************************************

Scouts Please!
3rd Ashton Scout Group are looking for
new members ages 101/2yrs to 14yrs.
We meet every Tuesday at 7.15pm to 9.00pm
at St James Church.
For more information contact Tina
Group Scout Leader - 07411773336 or tina@dah.co.uk
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Left Out

Thoughts……from Barry Bowden

Nations are puzzled
Laden with fear,
All seems just darkness
year after year
Planning and scheming
Don’t seem to bring
Peace and contentment, joy bells that
ring.
Millions are asking
What’s it about?
There is an answer –
“God is left out”

Never be afraid to trust an unknown
future to an unknown God.
(Corrie Ten Boom)
God uses our circumstances to help us
get to him.
Love is the greatest governing force in
the world, not law.
(Robert Menzies, Pastor)
The Eucharist - before, speak to God;
during, let God speak to you; after,
speak to one another.
_____________________________________

Tempers are fraying,
Quarrels abound,
Many are saying solutions they’ve
found.
Then like a bubble,
They burst in the air,
Bringing depression, waves of
despair;
Courage is failing,
In hearts that were stout
Here is the reason –
“God is left out”

The Church of England is facing a
shortage – of church organists
Church Organists are becoming
somewhat of an endangered species in
the Church of England.
In fact, so many churches now have
organs, but no organists, that nearly one
in three churches have introduced
recorded organ music
for their
congregations to sing
along to.
A recent survey found
that less than four per cent of churches
have organists aged 30 years old or
under. Almost half of all churches with
organists report that they are older than
70.
But recorded organ music is hardly ideal
– it tends not to leave enough time
between lines, and so rushes the singing
along. Also, there is a weaker sense of
togetherness and community, if you are
singing along to a machine, rather than a
person well known to you.

Some lives are needing
Assurance and peace,
Hearts that are broken daily increase.
Some there are straying
Deep into sin,
For some there is fighting and striving
within.
This is the answer,
Proclaim with a shout:
“This is your trouble – God is left out”
In all your ways acknowledge Him and
He shall direct your paths
Proverbs 3 v6
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What’s On?

Café Church at
St James’ Church
Wednesday 11th July
1.45pm
Informal worship with
tea, coffee and a chat.
Everyone is welcome!

A Picnic in the Park
St James' Church are organising
A Picnic in the Park and Rounders
Match on the afternoon
of Sunday 1st July
at King George V Playing Fields
All churches in the Ashton Cluster
are warmly invited to come along
plus each enter a team to play
against the other churches.
Teams to be a mix of age groups
and genders - apparently the rules
are that teams should have a
minimum of 9 players. It would be
great if churches had supporters,
with cheer leaders! Bring your own
picnic, seating, blankets etc.

Drop-In Board Game Café
St. Michael’s
Open Days

Thursday 5th July 6pm-9pm
St James’ Church
Come and join us for a brew and eat
cake whilst playing a board game.
Please bring a board game with you
or share one of ours.

St. Michael’s is open every
Thursday 10.30am to 3.00pm
The Eucharist will take place
as usual at 11.00am
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Answers to:
Can you find 30 books of the Bible
hidden in this passage?
This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a
gentleman in an airplane seat pocket, on a flight from Los
Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He
enjoyed it so much that he passed it on to some friends.
One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from
his John-boat. Another friend studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine Taylor, a
columnist friend, was so intrigued by it, she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper
column.
Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving that she brews a
cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to
spot. That's a fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam,
especially since the books are not necessarily capitalised. Truthfully from answers
we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or scholar to see some of
them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible
for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in these paragraphs. During a recent
fundraising event, which features this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phil-Lemonade
booth set a new sales record.
The local paper, the Chronicle, surveyed over 50 patrons who reported that this
puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly
puts it, "the books are all right here in plain view, hidden from sight". Those able
to find all of them will hear great lamentations from those who have to be shown.
One revelation that may help is that books Timothy and Samuel appear without
their numbers. Also, keep in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle are
normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who
claim to know the answers. Remember, there is no need for a mass exodus, there
really are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in these paragraphs waiting to
be found.
****************************************************************

Choral Evensong
6.30pm Sunday 15th July 2018
St Michael‘s Church
Augmented Choir
Refreshments after the service
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News from Holy Trinity School
The 21st June was a very special day for the Year 6 team as we took
part in a workshop for Clean Air Day with Transport for Greater
Manchester. In our workshop, we learned about the causes of air
pollution and discussed some of the dangers of it.
It was very scary to find out that air pollution can cause lots of
illnesses such as asthma, heart disease and even cancer! We were
shocked to find out that schools are some of the hot spots for air
pollution so we really wanted to know how we could make a positive
impact.
We found out that by walking, cycling or using public transport we could
reduce the amount of air pollution. However, we wanted to spread the
word. So with some help from Collaborate Digital we created our own
radio advertisements.
Together, we created our own scripts, added in sound effects and
recorded it. It was challenging but they sounded fantastic in the end
as we worked as a team. Soon, we’ll have our finished recordings sent
back to school and we are really excited to hear them.
Our advertisements will be judged by a panel in July to decide if we
have done enough to reach the second stage of the competition. If so,
you might hear our advertisements on the radio or Youtube. How
exciting!
Aoife Quinn
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Congratulations Revd Ben Brady!

Ben was ordained Priest on Saturday 23rd June at Manchester Cathedral
– he is 6th from the left of the above photo.
We joined him for a celebration lunch at St Peter’s Church on
Sunday 24th, by which time he had already presided twice that morning,
first at St Gabriel’s then at St Peter’s!
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

School End of Year Services
Tuesday

24th July

9.45am Hurst Knoll St James St James’ Church

Wednesday 25th July

9.30am Parochial School

St Michael’s Church

Thursday

26th July

9.30am St Peter’s School

St Peter’s Church

Thursday

26th July

9.30am St James’ School

St James’ Church

Friday

27th July

9.30am Holy Trinity School

Holy Trinity Church
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Why should I make a will?
If you want to be sure your wishes will be met after you
die, then it’s important you have a will.
A will is the only way to make sure your savings and
possessions (your estate) go to the people and causes
that you care about.
Unmarried partners, including same-sex couples who don’t have a civil
partnership, have no right to inherit if there is no will.
Paul Lewis, financial expert and presenter of BBC Radio 4's Moneybox, talks
about why you should make a will.

What happens if I don’t make a will?
If you don’t make a will, you will die ‘intestate’ and your estate may not go to the
people you want. There are special rules for how your estate will be distributed
these are called intestacy rules.







If you have a spouse or civil partner and children
Your spouse or civil partner will inherit all your personal possessions and at
least the first £250,000 of your estate, plus half the rest. Your children will then
be entitled to the other half of the balance.
If you have a spouse or civil partner but don’t have children
Your spouse or civil partner will inherit your whole estate. This includes your
personal possessions.
If you have children and your spouse or partner is deceased
Your children will inherit everything, divided equally between them.
If you don’t have a partner or children
If you have no partner or children, then parents, brothers, sisters, and nieces
and nephews may inherit your estate.

Don’t let this happen to you Example: When one of two brothers died suddenly, his whole estate automatically
went to their father, who had left them 40 years earlier and hadn’t been in contact
since. His brother, who he was close to, got nothing.
Example: Tom and Heather are married and own their flat jointly as beneficial joint
tenants. They have a child called Selma. Tom dies intestate leaving the jointlyowned flat worth £300,000, and £50,000 in shares in his own name. The flat goes
automatically to Heather. This leaves an estate of £50,000 which also goes to
Heather, as it is worth less than £250,000. Selma inherits nothing. If Heather were
to re-marry and then die without a will, all her inheritance will go to her husband,
not Selma, and possibly then passed in turn to his family.
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God is able to use us to meet others’ needs
We are all familiar with the story of the Feeding of the 5000 (Matthew 14:1321). It reminds us that God is able to use us in meeting the needs of others.
As Jesus says to the disciples: ‘you give them something to eat’ (16).
We need to share God’s compassion:
Jesus responded to need, by showing ‘compassion’ (lit: gut reaction, v14) on
the crowds. This isn’t simply feeling sorry for others, but being ready to act
on their behalf. It’s being prepared to enter into their experience and see
them as God sees them. You cannot demonstrate compassion at a distance!
We need to share God’s heart:
It is said that ‘The buck stops here’! God wants us to take
responsibility for those in need. The disciples tried to pass
the buck, telling Jesus to ‘send the crowds away’ (15). Are
we looking for God-given opportunities in church, work
or our communities to demonstrate God’s love to those
who cross our path? It will be costly, involving our time,
energy and money eg listening to a colleague, shopping
for a neighbour or visiting a friend in hospital.
We need to share what we have:
This story reminds us of the challenges of meeting peoples’ needs! The
disciples only had five loaves and two fish to feed 5000+ people! It is not
simply a matter of what we have, but what God can do with it. They offered
what they had to Jesus and He multiplied it to feed the people, leaving 12
basketfuls of leftovers. Are we prepared to let God use what we have: our
words, prayer and acts of love?
‘Helping one person might not change the world, but it could change the world
for that one person.’
Revd Paul Hardingham
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Not covered by insurance
A recent letter that appeared in The Independent newspaper:
‘Following the recent major flooding, I find myself out of pocket, due to
what I am informed is an ”act of God.” To avoid future financial embarrassment,
please could you recommend an atheist insurance company?
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The Church of England is taking inspiration from the evangelical
style displayed by the American bishop at the royal wedding.
The Most Rev Michael Curry - who is head of the Episcopal Church in the
US - was commended by the Archbishop of Canterbury for "blowing the
place open" during the ceremony at Windsor Castle.
Church of England congregations will
soon be able to share mission and
ministry with a range of churches in
their area - linking British churches in
black communities that share Mr
Curry's style of sermons.
It means that parishes will be able to take part in more joint worship than
previously possible, if the legislation is approved by the General Synod next
month.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Churchgoers help stop modern slavery
at car washes
Churchgoers are being asked to help tackle criminals involved in
modern slavery.
They are asked to report signs of slavery at car washes, using a new
mobile phone app. Users can open the app when they are at the car
wash and pinpoint their exact location using GPS.
They will be then taken through a series of indicators of modern
slavery. They range from practical details - such as whether workers
have suitable protective clothing - to behavioural clues, such as
whether they appear withdrawn. If the answers indicate a high
likelihood, users will be directed to the Modern Slavery Helpline.
The campaign is being led by the Church of
England with the support of the Catholic
Church and the National Crime Agency.
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July 2018 - Parish Sunday Services
5th Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 1st July

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael

Holy Communion + Baptism
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Baptism & Service of the Word
Holy Communion + Baptism

6th Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 8th July

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St. Gabriel
St Michael
St Peter
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

7th Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 15th July

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St. James
St Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael

Family Communion
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

8th Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 22nd July

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

*********************************************************

UNITED PARISH SERVICES DURING JULY/AUGUST
Sunday Morning services will be at
10.30am as follows
29th July
St. Gabriel's
5th August St. Peter's
12th August Holy Trinity
19th August St. Michael's
26th August St. James'

Mid-week Services
12.15pm on Tuesdays at St. Peter's
on 7th and 21st August
11.00am Thursdays at St. Michael's
each week
4.00pm Thursdays at Holy Trinity
each week

Sunday Afternoons at 4.00pm
12th August St. James’
26th August St. James’
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Parish Notices
From the June registers

Baptisms:
There were no baptisms in June

Weddings:
We rejoice with the families of:
Matthew Hatton and Sarah Blackshaw

Funerals:
We pray for the families of:
Carol Brown
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Untimely answered prayer
During the minister's sermon one Sunday, there was suddenly a loud
whistle from one of the back pews. Jamie’s mother was horrified. She
glared him into silence and, after church, asked, ‘Jamie, whatever made
you do such a thing?’
Jamie explained: ‘I’ve been asking God to teach me to whistle for ages, and
suddenly, He did!’
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Great, local, reliable and hard-working
Domestic Cleaners. £12.95 per hour.
Tel Angela Robbins
Christ Church, Oldham Rd, Choir Member
07713 921676

Well Polished Tameside
covering Tameside, Oldham, Glossop and Stockport

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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CONTACT DETAILS
CLERGY:

(*usual day off)

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)
The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL
Fr Jules Mambu, Team Curate (*Mon)
35 Palace Road, Ashton OL6 8HJ
Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate (*Fri)

330 2771

07897 697503
285 1382

Items for the Magazine:
Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the 15th July for inclusion in the
next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18.
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The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne
is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor

210 Stamford Street

ashton@minutemanpress.com
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