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Editorial
At the end of April we said goodbye to Revd Rachel, and a month later we said farewell
to Revd George. Our thanks to them both for their love and work in our parish and we
wish them happiness and fulfilment in their new roles. They will be greatly missed.
Because we are part of the pilot Deanery for the implementation of Fit for Mission, we
now have to consider how best we can work together with the other parishes in
Ashton, Christ Church and St John’s Hurst , who join us to make up the “Ashton
Cluster”, sharing our clergy and discerning what other resources we need to bring the
love of Jesus Christ into our communities.
These are not easy times but we have the power of prayer to help us to create a
stronger and more effective church in Ashton – bringing the Kingdom of God and the
light of Christ to all in our community.
If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!!
The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the
Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, for editorial
purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have any comments
to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 2771 or talk to a
member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made.
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The Parish Prayer
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow
in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work
together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches,
and be relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
www.goodshepherdashton.org

Registered Charity Number 1134826
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Deep is the darkness ....
There is a song which is sung
relatively often at St. Peter's Church
in Ashton-under-Lyne. It starts like
this:

‘Deep is the darkness that covers the
earth, oppression, injustice and pain.’

‘Deep is the darkness that covers the
earth, oppression, injustice and pain.
Nations are slipping in hopeless
despair. .........’

We feel unable to make sense of all
that is going on, we feel anger and
despair, we grieve for the loss of
innocent young lives. Why does God
allow these things to happen?

While the song goes on to call on
Jesus to: ‘Pour out [his] spirit on us
today', the first words of the song
have always seemed to me to be a
very negative beginning.
The song is based on the words of
Isaiah 60:2 ...... ‘See, darkness covers
the earth and thick darkness is over
the peoples, but the LORD rises upon
you and his glory appears over you.’

‘Why’ and ‘How could’ questions are
important, often they challenge our
faith. How could a God of love permit
such atrocities to take place?
Ultimately, however these questions
don't take us very far, especially
when the darkness we encounter is
the result of human actions.
We are sentient beings who make our
own choices. It is only when we are
free to make our choices that love
can thrive. It is because we are not
automatons that we are free to make
mistakes, free to make wrong
choices, but also free to love.
Freedom allows us to place others
ahead of ourselves.
Love, peace and joy are offered to us
as we faithfully follow Jesus. It is
when we look elsewhere for
meaning, that we open ourselves up
to the darkness. It is when we think
that we know best that we lose sight
of the light and allow the darkness in.

Our experience of life over the end of
May and beginning of June seems to
be very appropriately summed up in
the first words of the song. ‘Deep is
the darkness' ..... This has been a very
difficult time. The bomb in
Manchester Arena killed 22 and
maimed many more. Two attacks in
Kabul, Afghanistan have killed over
100 people and left so very many
injured. The attack on a church in
Egypt was devastating for the
Christian community there.
Then came the van and knife attack in
Central London. ....
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The song goes on to say: ‘Come Lord
Jesus, ... pour out Your spirit on us
today. May now Your church rise with
power and love, [your] glorious
gospel proclaim. In every nation
salvation will come to those who
believe in Your name. Help us bring
light to this world. ....’

the Holy Spirit at work in each of us
that enables us to love others, to
place their needs first. It is the Holy
Spirit who enables us to be those
who bring light into the darkest
places. It is the Holy Spirit that
reassures us that we are loved, that
we are safe in God's loving embrace.
It is the Holy Spirit who sets us free to
love others because we are sure that
we are loved.

No doubt you watched some of the
concert held at Old Trafford Cricket
Ground on Sunday 4th June. The call
from so many of the artists at that
event was for love to triumph over
darkness and hatred.

The better questions are not, ‘Why’
or ‘How could ...’ questions. The
better questions are ‘What next'
questions: What can we do to
overcome hatred with love in our
own communities? What can we do
to shed light into the darkest places
of our own lives and communities?
What can I do to ensure that I do not
act out of envy or hatred, but rather
act out of love?

Just as darkness only thrives where
there is no light, so hatred only wins
where love is absent.
Perhaps it was no coincidence that
the 4th June was Pentecost, the day
when we celebrate the gift of the
Holy Spirit to the first disciples. It is

“Do not be dismayed by the brokenness of the world. All things break.
And all things can be mended. Not with time, as they say, but with
intention. So go. Love intentionally, extravagantly, unconditionally. The
broken world waits in darkness for the light that is you.” L. R. Knost

Roger
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Ask, Seek and Knock
"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it will be opened to you." (Luke 11:9)
Please choose one focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer. There is a prayer at the
end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your prayers.
This month:


Please pray for our town centre here in Ashton. Pray that the
businesses are prosperous and that people can find work to support
their families. Pray also that the decision makers in the town make
wise decisions with compassion for all.



Please pray for all those people who were killed or injured in the
recent terrorist atrocities in Manchester and London and for those
who perished in the tragic Grenfell Tower blaze. Pray for their
families and friends, for the emergency services and those members
of the public who risked their lives to help others. Pray that the
light of Christ shines on the dark hearts of those who believe that
killing brings salvation and honour.



Please pray for 5 friends, who are not Christians, to come to know
Jesus. Pray for God's blessing to rest upon them. Commit to praying
for them on a daily basis.



Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill or
in need of God's healing touch at this time. Please pray for God to
heal them, take away pain, get rid of any illness and to bring them
comfort.

Lord, we offer you our prayers. Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and help
us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.
Amen
*****************************************************

Cost of preaching
One beautiful Sunday morning, a priest announced to his
congregation: "My good people, I have here in my hands three sermons...a
£100 sermon that lasts five minutes, a £50 sermon that lasts fifteen
minutes, and a £10 sermon that lasts a full hour. Now, we'll take the
collection and see which one I'll deliver."
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When Lennon met McCartney
During a Europe-wide heat-wave 60 years
ago, on 6th July 1957, John Lennon and Paul
McCartney met for the first time – at what
must be one of the best documented
church fetes in history.
This was the annual Woolton Parish Church
Garden Fete in Liverpool – a parade and
outdoor fair at which 16-year-old John and
his Quarry Men skiffle group had been
invited to play. The main attractions were a
dog show and a brass band.
It was far from inevitable that they would
meet. The two boys lived in different
neighbourhoods, went to different schools
and were nearly two years apart in age.
But the younger Paul, who was entranced
by John’s performance as a lead singer,
was introduced to him by a friend in the
church hall.
Despite himself, John was impressed when
Paul played a couple of songs and showed
him how to tune his guitar properly. Later,
he invited him to join the band. The pair
went on to form the Beatles.
A recording of the Quarry Men’s
performance at the fete sold at auction in
1994 for £78,500. The Beatles Bible website
has the tagline “Not Quite as Popular as
Jesus”.

It was 50years ago today……!
That the Beatles released Sgt Pepper’s
Lonely Hearts Club Band – truly innovative
and voted No1 in Rolling Stone magazine’s
list of greatest albums of all time.
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Café Church at
St James’ Church
Weds 12th July at
1.45pm
Everyone is welcome!

Café Church at
Costa Coffee
Ashton
Sunday 16th July
3pm – 4pm
All Welcome!!

Cash Box Credit Union is a
community savings and
loan cooperative, where
members pool their savings
to lend to one another and
help run the credit union.
You can join Cash Box if you
live or work in Tameside;
this is our ‘common bond’.
Cash Box offers a safe place
to save your money and
somewhere to borrow at low
rates of interest.
Find us at
www.cashbox.org.uk

BLAST!
Events to commemorate 100 years since the munitions explosion that occurred
on June 13th 1917 in Ashton-under-Lyne
100 years ago on June the 13th there was a munitions explosion at the Hooley Hill
Ammunition factory. The factory was based near Portland Basin and had been a dye
factory before the war. At 4.20pm, just as children were going home from school, a
vat of chemicals overheated and, as the walls and floors of the factory were made
of wood, the factory set on fire. One of the factory owners helped to get all the
women out and, with other brave men, tried to put the fire out but unfortunately
the fire reached the chemicals and causing the explosion.
There is a brass plaque in the entrance of St Peter's School with the names of the
7 children who died on their way home. Many more people died and were injured as
a result of the explosion.
Ten years ago on the 90th anniversary the children wrote 7 songs to tell the story
of the explosion - since then they have written more songs and are in the process of
putting the songs into a performance.
Wednesday 19th July & Thursday 20th July at 6:00pm
St Peter’s Year 6 children’s end-of-year production ‘BLAST!’ (a musical written by
the children) to be held at St Peter’s CE Primary School —tickets available from the
school -£3.00 each. Half of the money raised from ticket sales will be donated to
the British Legion.
All these performances are open to us all, and it would be lovely
if relatives of people who were involved could attend.
Year 6 children from St Peters school are also working with an
artist to produce a piece of art that will be a memorial to the
people who lost their lives and will be in Ashton library.
BLAST has being supported by a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Thanks to National Lottery players we have been able to buy equipment and fund
the church event.

****************************************

Lost in Translation!

In a Paris hotel elevator: Please leave your values at the front desk.
On the walls of a Baltimore estate: Trespassers will be prosecuted to the
full extent of the law. - Sisters of Mercy
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Jane Austin – 200 years since her death
Jane Austen, a brilliant, quintessentially English novelist much
loved for her irony, social realism and criticism of the upper
classes, died 200 years ago this month, on 18th July 1817. She
was almost unknown in her lifetime, having published books like Pride and
Prejudice, Sense and Sensibility and Mansfield Park anonymously.
She was also a Christian (and the daughter of a rector) but did not wear her
heart on her sleeve. A reticent Anglican, she wrote early on that she “did not
like the Evangelicals” but later felt that those who were Evangelicals “from
reason and feeling must be happiest and safest”. Her novel Mansfield Park
tackles a theme dear to the heart of many late eighteenth century Evangelicals
– the abolition of the slave trade.
Throughout her writing her main characters are transformed by love, an idea of
course central to Christianity. Her faith may not call attention to itself in her
novels, but it is everywhere in her work.
One critic wrote: “The stories are subversive and work like Jesus' parables. The
humour and the ironic insight into human sin get under your skin.”
An image of Jane Austen will appear on the new polymer £10 note, to be
released in September.
***************************************************
Book of Common Prayer

Choral Evensong
Sunday 16th July at 6.30pm
St Michael’s Church
With Fr Jules Mambu
Organist – John Miles
with augmented St. Michael's Choir

Please join us for this wonderful service in which the ‘song’ of voices
sounding together in harmony is heard at the ‘even’ point between the
active day and restful night, allowing listeners time for restful
contemplation – “choral evensong is a beautiful tradition just waiting to
be witnessed that can give respite and inspiration during our busy
modern lives.” Guy Hayward
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A Chaplain’s View of the
Manchester Bombing
On Monday 22nd May 2017, a suicide bombing occurred at Manchester Arena
following a pop concert.
Twenty-three adults and children were killed, including the attacker, and 119 were
injured, 23 critically.
A Chaplain who helped staff and
patients in Bolton following the
Manchester attack has spoken of her
experience. Catherine Binns, Deputy
Head Chaplain at The Royal Bolton
Hospital, was called to the hospital just
before 1am on Tuesday 23 May to
provide a listening ear or a shoulder to
cry on for those affected by the bomb.

victims or relatives, because it wasn’t
the right time. As staff came to the
incident room and told me stories what
they heard.”
Catherine Binns was the only chaplain
on duty during the incident after which
15 patients attended Bolton A&E,
either by ambulance or as walk-ins.
The chaplaincy team is trained in
psychological first aid and as well as
speaking to staff and patients, including
providing biscuits, cakes, and jelly
babies, they held prayer vigils and led
an act of remembrance and minute’s
silence.

She said: “Nothing prepares you for a
major incident and certainly not for the
one we experienced on Monday. I have
worked for the NHS for nearly 29 years,
if you include my pre nursing course.
And in reality none of us ever want to
go through it again.

Training, however, cannot prevent
even the most well prepared for the
impact of the terror attack. Catherine
explained: “In theory we knew what to
expect, we knew what to do, but we
are part of it, the stories we have heard
and hearing, the support we are giving.
“Someone said to me 'your hospital
didn’t get the worst of it', and yes that
is right, but we got the victims who
were talking about what they had seen.
The images of nuts and bolts on x-rays.
That’s what has affected our staff."

“I had been called because of the
stories and experiences the victims
were telling. It felt very surreal. I
quickly got ready and left for the
hospital. Listening to the radio on the
way and not knowing what I was going
to face, I prayed for God’s strength.
“I reported to the major incident
control room, and was given very clear
information as to what had happened
and why I had been called in. I based
myself in the control room with other
members of staff. Everything was calm.
In reality I didn’t do much with the

“Bolton’s chaplaincy team will continue
to support staff and patients over
9

coming weeks and months. I have
spoken to a number of staff, who were
in the hospital that night but also who
were at the arena. The stories they
heard, the things they have seen, all
are being affected one way or
another.”

The Bishop of Bolton, Mark Ashcroft,
visited the Bolton Royal Hospital as part
of his prayer pilgrimage, Thy Kingdom
Come, and prayed privately with
members of the chaplaincy team there.

Prayer for the victims

*******************************

Lost in Translation
In a Bucharest hotel lobby: The lift is being fixed for the next day.
During that time we regret that you will be unbearable.
On a long established New Mexico dry cleaning store: 38 years on the same
spot.
In a hotel in Athens: Visitors are expected to complain at the office between
the hours of 9 and 11 am daily.
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Sea Sunday – 15th July
Look around your home. How much of the
contents in your cupboards, wardrobe,
rooms, and even garage came to you over
the seas, via the great merchant ships?
What would your home be like without
them?
Yet when did you last give a thought to the people who bring them to you?
It is a curious fact that seafarers are one of the most important, and yet
invisible people groups in our society. We all of us depend on them to fill our
homes and businesses with an endless variety of goods, and yet we never
see them, never speak to them, and rarely even remember their existence.
It suddenly makes Sea Sunday seem good sense: an annual opportunity to
give thanks for the seafarers of the world, and to pray for their personal wellbeing. For going to sea is a lonely occupation. It separates families for
months on end. It can sometimes be dangerous, and is always physically
demanding work.
So this month, on Sea Sunday, let’s pause and give thanks to God for the
seafarers of the world. Let’s remember how their work so enriches our lives.
Let’s pray for them, for their families, and let’s support the organisations that
offer them care and support through their chaplaincy work.
In doing so, we will join with thousands of other Christians, from London to
Lagos, Manila to Melbourne and Durban to Dunkerque, who each year
remember the seafarers who make our prosperity possible.
*************************************************************

Who I am

An elderly woman walked into the local country church. The friendly
sidesman greeted her at the door. She wanted to sit in the front row. "You
really don't want to do that", the sidesman said. "The minister is really
boring."
"Do you happen to know who I am?" the woman inquired. The man shook his
head. She said "I'm the minister’s mother!"
Do you know who I am?" he asked. She shook her head. "Good", he grinned.
11
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Friends of Ashton Parish Church
Why not become a Friend of Grade 1 listed Ashton Parish
Church, and be part of this beautiful Church?
Join us on our summer outings and other places of interest. We have an annual
lunch, and you are welcome to join in the Friends actives during Heritage
Weekend, if you so wish. You would receive three newsletters during the year
informing you of our news and also what is happening in the Church. There is an
annual subscription of £5.00.
For further details please contact:
Elaine Gaskell (Secretary) on 330 5176

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Dates for Your Diary
Friday

7th July

7.30pm

Pamper Evening at St Gabriel’s Church

th

1.45pm

Café Church at St James’ Church

th

3.00pm

Café Church at Costa Coffee Ashton

Wednesday 12 July
Sunday

16 July

6.30pm

Choral Evensong at St Michael’s Church

th

6.00pm

th

Wednesday 19 July
Thursday

20 July

6.00pm

Production of Blast at St Peter’s Church
See page 7

Sunday

23rd July

7.30pm

Baroque Concert at St Michael’s Church

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Pamper Evening
St Gabriel’s Church is holding a
Ladies Pamper Evening
on Friday 7th July 2017 at 7.30pm
An array of treatments available including make-up,
eyebrow shaping, nails, massage etc
as well as stalls selling jewellery and cards etc.
Tickets at £4 each are available now from Sandra Kiy 07740 766687
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Saint for the month

By Lester Amann

What do we really know
about Mary Magdalene?
Fake news is not new. Perhaps one
old example is the assertion that
Mary Magdalene was a prostitute.
Back in the 6th Century, Pope
Gregory is said to have confused her
with two other women in the Bible.
Medieval Bible scholars also
attempted to name an unidentified
sinful woman who had washed and
anointed the feet of Jesus. As Mary
Magdalene is mentioned in the next
chapter they regarded her as the
same person! After this, many
classical artists painted Mary in
various states of undress,
perpetuating a falsehood.

those days, the witness of a woman
was worthless. Despite ridicule, Mary
had the courage to speak about
Jesus in a place of great disbelief.
We have to ask ourselves do we
have the same courage as Mary?
How prepared are we to stand our
ground to share Jesus with others in
the face of those who mock and
scoff at us?

So what do we really know about
Mary? The Gospels tell us that she
came from Magdala, a town in
Galilee, and Jesus healed her by
casting out seven evil spirits. After
this she followed Jesus, with other
women, on His ministry providing
resources. Later, Mary watched
Jesus die on the cross, and having
cared for His needs while He was
alive, wanted to care for Him after
His death.

Although we usually associate Mary
with the Easter story, this month on
22nd July, the Church celebrates her
Feast Day. In this snapshot of Mary’s
life we know she had experienced
great distress and suffering. After
Jesus healed her, Mary expressed
her gratitude by being utterly
committed and devoted to Him.
Jesus can give everyone a new
start; a new purpose and direction in
life. Like Mary we can thank Him for
blessing us, loving us and forgiving us
and moving into practical forms of
service. Only Jesus can transform our
lives so that we can glorify God in all
that we do.

It was when Mary went to anoint the
body of Jesus at the tomb that the
risen Jesus appeared to her. He told
Mary to go to his disciples and tell
them about his return to Heaven.
She was obedient and became the
first emissary of the resurrection. In
14

Manchester Bombing 22nd May 2017
A short article by Barry Bowden
On ITV News at Ten in an outside broadcast one of the mothers, who lost her
daughter (a very brave lady) was saying “Please, Please don’t let my daughter be a
victim”.
I don’t know if she is a Christian person, but the heartache and pain for any parent
after the death of a child at such a young age and in such a horrible way is more
than words can say.
Which is why, in order to respect her wish, we must also pray for those responsible.
Of course, we don’t condone such behaviour, but none of us can cast the first
stone. For all have sinned and fall short of the Glory of God (Romans 3: 23) as it is
written. There is no one righteous, no not even one (Romans 3: 10).
Jesus paid the price for our sins 2000 years ago on the cross (his life). So we are no
longer victims of sin, but we are casualties of sin, the world and the devil. As a
victim, all hope is lost. But as a casualty, we are healed by the love, mercy and
forgiveness of God. And some day all heartache and suffering will be no more.
Lord God, thy rod and staff they comfort us. You see the hearts we don’t see. You can
forgive what we can’t. Amen.
Evil cannot be defeated by evil, which is why it took the perfection
of Jesus to do what had to be done. And also why the power of
prayer is so important every single day.
Love is the highest form of spiritual warfare. Eject sin with love.
Remember that love is power that transforms the world; it
transforms not only me and the few who are dear to me, but everyone.
God’s will be done and seen to be done.
Barry

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Vernon Shipley
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons
Fairways Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
24 Hour Personal Service
87 Penny Meadow, Ashton-u-Lyne, OL6 6EP
Tel: 0161-339-0696 • Fax: 0161-339-0599
Email: frlvshipley@funeralservicesltd
A member of the
National Association of Funeral Directors
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Parish Notices
Baptisms:
We give thanks with the family of:
Oliver Brian Fallows
Jack Mark Haymes
Hayden Lewis Smith

Thomas Alan Yates
Charlotte Ella Clark Smith
Isabelle Holden

Weddings:
There were no weddings in June

Funerals:
We pray for the families of:
Michael Hammerton
Frank Hammond
””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””

Smile Lines …………………

A little boy had been very naughty and as a punishment his mother told him he would
go without his favourite vegetable. He sat down for a meal, his mother served,
carrots, corn, - - and? "It's no use waiting," said his mother, "I told you, no peas for
the wicked.
The little boy was saying his go-to-bed prayers in a very low voice. “I can’t hear you,
dear,” his mother whispered.
“Wasn’t talking to you,” said the small one firmly.
””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””

Great, local, reliable and hard-working
Domestic Cleaners. £11.95 per hour.
Tel Angela Robbins
07713 921676

Well Polished AUL
http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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July 2017 - Parish Sunday Services
3rd Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 2nd July

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael

Holy Communion + Baptism
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Morning Prayer + Baptism
Holy Communion + Baptism

4th Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 9th July

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St. Gabriel
St Michael
St Peter
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

5th Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 16th July

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St. James
St Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael

Family Communion
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

6th Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 23rd July

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

7th Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 30th July

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St. Gabriel
St Michael
St Peter
St James

Holy Communion
Family Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

Regular Weekday Services
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

12.15pm St Peter’s
Morning Prayer/Holy Communion
(followed by optional bring and share lunch)
1.30pm St. James
Holy Communion
(except 2nd Wed of the month, which is Café Church)
11.00am St. Michael Holy Communion
4.00pm Holy Trinity Evening Prayer *
* (This will be a Eucharist Service on the 1st Thursday of the month)
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CONTACT DETAILS
CLERGY:

(*usual day off)

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)
The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL
Fr Jules Mambu, Team Curate (*Mon)
35 Palace Road, Ashton OL6 8HJ

330 2771

07897 697503

Items for the Magazine:
Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the 15th July for inclusion in the
next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18.
18

210 Stamford Street

ashton@minutemanpress.com

The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne
is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor
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