Holy Trinity

St.
Gabriel

The Parish of
The Good
Shepherd,
Ashton-under-Lyne

St. James

St. Peter

St. Michael and All Angels

January 2020
Price 50p
1

Editorial
The National Trust was founded in January 1895, 125 years ago, to ‘promote the permanent
preservation for the benefit of the nation of lands and tenements (including buildings) of beauty
or historic interest and as regards lands for their natural aspect features, animal and plant life.’
This concern for our world raises an important question at the start of this New Year: Why
should we care for our planet?
The first reason is that God told us to care for His creation, as good stewards, not abusing it for
selfish ends: ‘Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may
rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,
and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’ (Genesis 1.28).
Secondly, the material world matters to God, for He made it ‘very good’ (Genesis 1:31) and
sustains it all the time: ‘in Him all things hold together’ (Colossians 1:17). To neglect or spoil the
environment is damaging what is precious to God.
Thirdly, at the end of time the cosmos will be re-created as the ‘new heavens and new earth’
(Revelation 21:1). This will establish the fullness of life that God intended for His whole creation;
when He will dwell with His people and all creation will worship Him.
There are lots of simple ways in which we set about caring for our world this year eg. walking to
church, switching the TV off stand-by, insulating our homes, driving a smaller car or cutting
down of eating meat. The hope of a renewed creation doesn’t mean abandoning such simple
actions today. ‘If I knew Jesus would return tomorrow, I would plant a tree today.’ (Martin
Luther)
If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!!
The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the
Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, for editorial
purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have any comments
to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 2771 or talk to a
member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made .
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The Parish Prayer
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow in
faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work together to build
your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches, and be relevant to those
around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
www.goodshepherdashton.org

Registered Charity Number 1134826
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Epiphany

-

Revd Ben Brady

Epiphany is when we remember
the wise men visiting Jesus. They
brought with them gifts of Gold,
Frankincense and Myrrh.

favourite perfume and then a
coffin on your birthday.
For me, the third gift helps blow
away the festive cobwebs of
tinsel and overindulgence, to look
towards Easter. Easter where God
in human flesh dies (the myrrh
will be needed), and defeats
death. Jesus comes back from the
dead.
His death and resurrection show
us that we have nothing to fear in
this world, even death itself, for
he has overcome it.

Gold - a sign of wealth and power.
Authority.
Frankincense - the aroma familiar
to the smells of the Temple. Holy.
Myrrh - Used to embalm dead
bodies. Death.
Gold and Frankincense are
mentioned in the prophet Isaiah
60:6, the celebration of light
coming into the darkness. But the
Gospel of Matthew throws us a
curve ball - who would give
myrrh, the smell of death to a
child?
Imagine receiving a cheque for a
large sum of money, a vat of your

After all, there would be no
Christmas without Easter. The
birth
of a child is a miraculous thing,
but it does not call for the entire
western calendar to start again at
year O. This is how we know he is
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alive; Jesus continues to work in
and through our lives. Jesus has
transformed the world.

Your surprise, myrrh-like, gift to
someone may be a text message
or a phone call reaching out for
unity, healing and wholeness.

As Christians, we are told that we
make up the body of Christ. This is
regardless of denomination,
nationality or whether you prefer
organ or guitar led worship. We
are part of something bigger than
ourselves. Freedom is ours from
worldly pressures, enabling us to
be different and see change
around us.

All will benefit and none will fail,
for we are in Christ and Christ is in
us.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity 2020

During Jesus’ ministry, we read of
how he healed people. I believe
we can continue to heal people
through Jesus with forgiveness.
The healing to be found is the
wholeness of the person. Holding
a grudge or being bitter, annoyed,
------- (fill in the blank) uses up
energy. It makes hostile
environments for others around
you who may not even be
involved! Forgiveness liberates
both sides of conflict.

‘Unusual kindness’ is the unusual
name for this year’s Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity (18th to
25th January). The materials for
the week have been prepared by
the Christian churches in Malta
and Gozo (Christians Together in
Malta).
‘Unusual kindness’ is found in the
book of Acts. The phrase refers
to the warm welcome that the
people of Malta gave to Paul and
his companions when they were
shipwrecked on the island. In
return, Paul shared the gospel
with them, and thus founded the
church in Malta. Something that
the Christians in Malta thank God
for!

Forgiveness is healing that leads
to wholeness.
Archbishop Welby is calling for
2020 to be a year of boldness
where we start healing divisions.
We do not want our identity in
the church and/or country to be
division.
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What’s On?
St Peter’s Church
Designated Red Cross
Drop-in Centre

Café Church at
St James’ Church

For Refugees and Asylum Seekers
Thursdays 10.00am – 2.00pm

8th

Weds
January 1.45pm
Informal worship with
tea, coffee and a chat.
Everyone is welcome

The Red Cross will be providing
grants to Refugees and Asylum
Seekers who meet eligibility
requirements. Also providing ESOL
classes; a hub for other organisation
such as NHS, Action Together etc;
and a signposting service to
other organisations.
Refreshments available
All are welcome!

A Place of Welcome
St Gabriel's Church open their
doors every Monday morning from
9.30 till 12.00 to invite people from
the community in to our building to
enjoy a free drink and refreshments.
This is not just for church members
but
for
everybody
in
the
neighbourhood who would like to
come along.
We hope that people will come along
to socialise and just enjoy each
other's company. During the morning
we aim to provide simple
entertainment such as a quiz sheet,
some armchair aerobics, bingo, craft
activities etc. We are sure that some
of you may even have your own skills
to share!
However, none of these are
obligatory - you may prefer to just sit
and chat - and that is perfectly fine!
There is no charge for anything – all
welcome

Scouts Please!
3rd Ashton Scout Group are looking
for new members
101/2yrs to 14yrs.
We meet every Tuesday
at 7.15pm to 9.00pm
at St James Church.
For more information contact Tina
Group Scout Leader - 07411773336
or tina@dah.co.uk
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The Mindful Bunny
Children's Yoga for 3-9 yr olds at St Gabriel’s
This is a children's yoga class starting with breathing
techniques and taking your child on a story-themed yoga
journey as they go from pose to pose, with fun but relaxing
games or mindful colouring to end the session.
Children may come in their pyjamas ready for bed if they
wish as this relaxing class is guaranteed to calm them and
prepare them for a good night's sleep.
£5 per session (parents may also take part for just £1)
Contact Caron on 07748 541588 to book your place

Rainbows at St Gabriel’s Church
16th Ashton Brownies, based at St Gabriel's Church,
meet on Mondays 6.30pm until 8.00pm.
Our Rainbows group runs alongside the Brownies from
6.30pm until 7.30pm.
Rainbows is for girls from the age of 5yrs to 7yrs and Brownies is for those
from 7yrs to 10yrs.
Anyone who may be interested in joining either of the groups, should please
contact Sharon Oldham on 07795 957114.

These are the Reverse Advent
Calendar Boxes St Gabriel’s
Church donated to Infinity
Initiatives before Christmas.
They benefitted families in crisis.
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The Big Frieze
by pupils from St Peter’s CofE School
These pictures were created by pupils of St Peter’s School, alongside the
school’s Artist in Residence - Gillian Parish

1 God.
Christians believe in God the
father, God the son and God the
Holy Spirit.

2/3 Creation/Fall.
God’s greatest creations are the
universe and humans.
Humans that go their own way
against God, commit sins. Genesis
3 calls this ‘the fall’ which
describes separation between God
and humans, humans and the
environment. This causes many
problems for humankind.
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4. People of God.
The Bible tells the story in the
Old Testament. God tries to
reverse the impact of the fall to
save humanity. He chooses role
models to attract people back to
God.

5. Incarnation.
In the New Testament, Jesus the
Messiah and Saviour repairs the
effects of sins and The Fall to
bring humans back to God.
Incarnation means Jesus is God
in the flesh and God came to live
amongst humans.

6. Gospel.
When Jesus came down he taught
people true love and taught them
how to be kind. He showed God
loved everyone.
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7. Salvation.
Jesus’ death and resurrection
showed God was the true King. All
their sins were forgiven and the
relationship between God and
humans was restored.

8. Kingdom of God.
The Kingdom of God does not mean
that no one sins anymore but that
people are trying to make the Earth
as good as possible through
Christian Valves. Christians are
looking forward to when God’s rule
is fulfilled in the future.

///////////////////////////////////////////////////

Points to Ponder
Conduct is an unspoken sermon.
– Henri Amiel
If you tell the truth, you don’t have to remember anything.
Good judgement comes from bad experience, and a lot of that comes from
bad judgement.
A closed mouth gathers no foot.
Generally speaking, you aren’t learning much when your lips are moving.
Experience is something you don’t get until just after you need it.
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St Gabriel’s Place of Welcome Celebrates
their 1st Anniversary with a Party!
On Monday 18th November 2019, St Gabriel’s Place of Welcome became one
year old! To celebrate the occasion, we decided to hold a lunch party after
our usual session. Visitors were invited to bring along members of their
families to see what we do and to enjoy the fun and share in the lunch we
provided. Some of the food was generously donated by Asda; the rest was
donated by our very generous and caring volunteers to whom we are very
grateful – not just for their amazing cakes, constant brews and big smiles
but also for the genuine care that they show every week for our visitors.

Two of our regulars entertained
us with an amusing song and our
Yoga, Hand Massages and Bingo
were as popular as ever. We also
had an inventions quiz and a music
quiz. The music quiz started off as
a ‘Name that Tune’ event – but
very quickly developed into
karaoke and a singalong session and it wasn’t long before those
who were able were on their feet
clapping and dancing to the
music. By the end we had quite a
disco going on!!
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The buffet, which included a glass or two of prosecco, was enjoyed by all,
with remaining items taken home at the end to be enjoyed later in the day.

It was lovely to see our friends enjoying themselves so much. Many asked if
we could party like that every week
– but we think that may cause too
much excitement and high blood
pressure! We are, however,
planning a Christmas Party on the
23rd December – watch this space to
hear all about that in next month’s
magazine!
Remember that the Place of
Welcome is open to everybody and
is completely free of charge. Those
who attend regularly feel that it really helps to combat loneliness, anxiety
and isolation – so if you would like to try it for yourself, please come along –
or pass the word on to someone else who may find it of benefit. We are
open every Monday from 9.30 till 12.00.
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100 years of serving
Wales

Book Review
Twice-Rescued Child – the boy
who fled the Nazis and found his
life’s purpose

The Church in Wales is
preparing to celebrate 100 years of
serving Wales as it enters its
centenary year.

By Thomas Graumann, SPCK, £11.99

Aged eight, Thomas Graumann
boarded a train in Prague,
Czechoslovakia, to embark on what
he believed was a three-month
holiday. “Go to Britain, learn English,
and when the Germans leave, you
can come home again,” his mother
assured him. Thomas knew his
country had been taken over by the
Germans and now was under Nazi
control.

In 1920, the Church in Wales became
an independent part of the Anglican
Communion after centuries of being
part of the Church of England. The
process was known as
‘disestablishment’ as it broke the link
between Welsh churches and state
with the historic Welsh Church Act.
Events being held to mark the
anniversary include celebration
services in all six of the Church’s
cathedrals on June 7 and a visit by the
Archbishop of Canterbury in April. A
Centenary Appeal has also been
launched which aims to raise
£100,000 for two charities over the
next five years.

That was the last he would see of his
mother and most of his Jewish family,
who died in concentration camps. He
had also never heard of Nicholas
Winton, the hero who saved 669
children (Thomas was one of the last,
#652), transporting them from
Czechoslovakia to the UK to save
their lives. This was Thomas’ first
rescue, aboard what became known
as the Kindertransport.

The Archbishop of Wales, John
Davies, said, “2020 is our centenary
as a province of the Anglican
Communion. We will be celebrating
this landmark birthday throughout
the year in churches and communities
across Wales, and I invite everyone
to join in giving thanks and praise for
the fellowship we have shared over
the years.”

His second came a year later when an
evangelist from the Scottish village he
was taken to for safety shared the
good news of Jesus Christ with him.
Saying a prayer on bent knee,
Thomas’ soul was rescued, and he
soon dedicated himself to missionary
service, which he fulfilled as an adult
in the Philippines, eventually moving
to the U.S.

Archdeacon Cherry Vann will be
consecrated Bishop of Monmouth,
Wales, on 25th January 2020 – at the
beginning of this momentous year for the
Church in Wales!
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St Gabriel’s Christmas Fair – Sunday 1st December 2019
St Gabriel’s Christmas Fair was held on the first day of Advent – not the
favoured day of some of the congregation but, unfortunately, the only
day that our organisers and workers could manage this year. It was,
however, a lovely way to introduce Christmas into the minds of the
many people who attended and it proved to be a great success.
Eleven stallholders brought some
amazing products along, which were
very popular with our visitors.
People also enjoyed the chance to
win raffle and tombola prizes, bottles
and cuddly toys, many of which had
been donated by our very generous
congregation and their friends.
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A highlight of the day was the wonderful of
turkey sandwiches and Rhoda’s famous
cheese and onion pie, mince pies and
Christmas cake. Our visitors were able to
eat and drink whilst they listened to
Christmas music courtesy of Dobcross
Youth Band. The players were wonderful,
many only of primary school age and in the
training band but able to produce a great
sound. They received many compliments
about the lovely atmosphere their music
created. Father Christmas managed to visit,
bringing a super gift for each child who was
brave enough to chat to him!
We would like to thank all our stallholders,
Dobcross Youth Band, Father Christmas, people
in our users groups who bought raffle tickets
and donated goodies and St Gabriel’s Church
congregation who contributed prizes and
worked so hard for several weeks to make sure
the Fair was a success. Altogether, we raised
£1,175 which will be used to help to pay for our
leaking roof to be fixed.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Laughter is the best medicine!
A young husband was in big trouble when he forgot his
wedding anniversary. His wife told him, “Tomorrow there
had better be something in the driveway for me that goes from zero
to 200 in two seconds flat”.
The next morning the wife found a small package in the driveway.
She opened it and found brand-new bathroom scales.
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Find us

Elite Care Services (UK) Ltd is dedicated to providing home care support and
palliative care services within the client’s own home – Promoting independence
and choice always. Our dedicated team is available to meet your care needs 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.
Our Services
 End of Life Care
 Personal Care Support
 Meal preparation
 Medication reminders
 Sitting and Support Service
 Cleans and Domestic Support
 Laundry Support
 Shopping
 Grave Guardians
 Appointment attendance
 Rest & Recuperation Support

Elite Care Services (UK) Ltd is different
Our home visits are one hour in duration, no less. Our services are client centred
to provide home help for people who need daily assistance and support. It is our
aim to enable you or your loved one to live both comfortably, safely and
independently within your own home.
Elite Care Services (UK) Ltd recognise that having the very best Community Care
Workers is central to our success. Passionate, enthusiastic and full of a ‘can do’
positivity, our Community Care Workers consistently deliver quality care, all
tailored to the specific needs of our clients.
Contact us today to discuss your care requirements.

Registered Manager – Hayley Penkett
0161 850 3306
45 Knowl Street, Stalybridge, Cheshire SK15 3AW
hayley@elitecarecheshire.co.uk

www.elitecarecheshire.co.uk
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January 2020 - Parish Sunday Services

Epiphany
Sunday 5th January

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael

Holy Communion + Baptism
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Baptism & Service of the Word
Holy Communion + Baptism

Epiphany 1
Baptism of Christ
Sunday 12th January

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St. Gabriel
St Michael
St Peter
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of the Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

Epiphany 2
Sunday 19th January

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St. James
St Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael

Family Communion
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of the Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

Epiphany 3
Sunday 26th January

Regular Weekday Services
Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

12.15pm St Peter’s
Morning Prayer/Holy Communion
(followed by optional bring and share lunch)
1.30pm St. James
Holy Communion
nd
(except 2 Wed of the month, which is Café Church at 1.45pm)
11.00am St. Michael Holy Communion
4.00pm Holy Trinity Evening Prayer * see above
* (This will be a Eucharist Service on the 1st Thursday of the month)
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Parish Notices
From the December registers:
There were no baptisms or weddings in December

Funeral:
We pray with the family and friends of

Martin Sullivan
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

In hotels and train stations and airports all over the
world there are polite little signs that will bring a smile
to the lips of even the most exhausted traveller.
Romania: The lift is being fixed for the next day. During that time, we
regret you will be unbearable.
Russia: If this is your first visit to the USSR, you are welcome to it.
Spain: Our wine list leaves you with nothing to hope for.
Denmark: In the event of fire, open a window and announce your
presence in a seemly manner.
Canary Islands: If you telephone for room service you will get the
answer you deserve.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Great, local, reliable and hard-working
Domestic Cleaners. £12.95 per hour.
Tel Angela Robbins
Christ Church, Oldham Rd, Choir Member
07713 921676

Well Polished Tameside
covering Tameside, Oldham, Glossop and Stockport

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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CONTACT DETAILS
CLERGY:

(*usual day off)

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)
The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL

330 2771

Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate (*Fri)

400 1556

Items for the Magazine: Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the
15th January for inclusion in the next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18.
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210 Stamford Street

ashton@minutemanpress.com

The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne
is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor
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