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Editorial 
 

Your rod and your staff, they comfort me” Psalm 23.4 
 

Shepherds used to use a tall staff with a crook neck for caring for their sheep. They could slip the 
crook end around a lamb that had wandered off and fallen into a ditch, and lift it out to safety 
and comfort. At other times, the shepherd would use his staff to deftly prod a wayward sheep 
back onto the right path. Then again, there were always the reluctant sheep who were simply 
afraid to go forward. 
Many a Christian has found that our Good Shepherd uses his heavenly staff in much the same 
way. Sometimes we fall into circumstances beyond our control, and need rescuing and comfort. 
Other times, we are stubborn and going our own way – and need a firm hand to prevent us 
causing even more trouble. And finally, there are those times when we are too timid to move 
forward and grasp what God has given us for the next stage in our lives. Then, we need a firm, 
loving push!  
Whatever way we need the staff, the Bible assures us that our Good Shepherd will take good 
care of us. As long as we are following Him, nothing can get at us without first coming past Him.  

 

If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!! 
 

The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the 
Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, for editorial 
purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have any comments 
to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 2771 or talk to a 

member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made. 
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 The Parish Prayer 
 

Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow 
in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work 
together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches, 
and be relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.      Amen. 

 

www.goodshepherdashton.org            Registered Charity Number 1134826 

http://www.goodshepherdashton.org/
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The Life of a Curate So Far  
 

Well here we are, my first article as a curate! Being part of 
The Parish of the Good Shepherd has brought such a 
wealth of experiences. I thought I would share my 
experiences with each church so far. I hope this shows how 
much happens in this parish as a whole and you don’t just 
read the part about your primary church! 

 
Holy Trinity 
My first Saturday as a curate was 
spent celebrating a wedding in Holy 
Trinity. It was a privilege to see the 
whole church used, full of people 
supporting the marriage of two 
lovely people. I believe this was the 
first wedding in some years to take 
place in Holy Trinity. Hearing the 
history and reasons why the couple 
wanted to get married in the church 
was great. They spoke of a presence 
in the community and maybe some 
adolescent acts of mischief that 
should not be recorded here!  
I cannot help but still see the church 
echo this presence of serving the 
local community today, in many 
different ways. To be honest, I 
found it overwhelming to hear all 
that happens in the community 
centre. The enthusiasm and passion 
I picked up from speaking to Carl 
was contagious! I look forward to 
exploring how I may be of any help 
to all the good work that is 
happening, day in and out at HTCCC.  
 

 

St. Gabriel 
I received a lovely welcome as I 
walked through the doors on my 
first visit to St Gabriel’s. I have heard 
about all the groups that meet in 
the building during the week and 
I’m excited to explore further 
engagement with them as both part 
of the church and the wider 
community. The pub next door has 
not escaped my attention! I wonder 
if there may be any opportunity for 
engagement with The Sycamore to 
come. I look forward to visiting 
more of the congregation, as a few 
appear to be on holiday (quite 
rightly!) during the summer. I hope 
to be of service to St Gabriel’s in my 
time to come. 
 
St. James 
I have never seen anything quite like 
the St James Primary School’s 
rendition of ‘Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs’. The acting was 
excellent, but more so the humour! 
There were cross-references to 
popular nursery rhymes, as well as a 
side story of the woes of gambling. 
It was not what I expected! 
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I received my first opportunity to a 
hospital visit (going solo!) through 
the congregation of St James. It was 
truly an honour to experience such a 
warm welcome from the person I 
was visiting. For those of you 
involved in the Tour de Parish, you 
would have heard my first sermon in 
St James. I apologise for those who 
feared I was going to topple out of 
the pulpit. I get very animated most 
of the time, but more so when 
speaking about Jesus. He is 
Awesome. 
 

St. Michael and All Angels 
The historic parish church! I have 
heard that preaching here is like 
watching a game of tennis with the 
unique layout of pew boxes. My first 
experience here was for a funeral. 
Roger invited me along to the 
funeral visit, the church service 
where I did the readings and 
prayers, and then the crematorium 
service. I felt a whirlwind of 
emotions including the honour of 
being part of final chapter of a loved 
one’s life. The practical side was 
obviously helpful for me to learn 
about the choreography of a 
funeral, but this was also real life 
with real emotions. Celebrating a life 
and mourning the inescapable sense 
of loss were entangled together. It 
was beautiful and mournful. 
Together we face death, the reality 
of dying, but also the Christian hope. 
 

St. Peter 
Last but by no means least. I have 
had to learn to share my vegetable 
crisps at the lunchtime bring and 
share service. I have received 
nothing but support at this service. 
From forgetting parts of the liturgy, 
to starting a conversation around a 
bible passage for 15+ minutes. 
Through St. Peter’s, I have linked in 
with the local primary school where 
the staff have been very welcoming 
and speak highly of their 
relationship with the church. I even 
got invited out for staff drinks! This 
involved exploring the 
Spinningfields area of Manchester 
and also happened to be a day of 
torrential rain, so finding shelter in a 
few bars obviously went without 
saying!  
 

Looking forward 
All in all I have felt warmly 
welcomed by everyone in The Parish 
of The Good Shepherd. I had the 
opportunity to meet Rev. George 
and I know he is a great and Godly 
guy. I cannot thank you enough for 
not comparing me to him. I really 
feel accepted as ‘me’ by everyone. I 
come with my different gifts and 
flaws, all of which I will work on in 
my role as team curate. 
To end, I look forward to getting to 
know you all more, building 
relationships and engaging with the 
people in Ashton-Under-Lyne 
together as a parish.  

Rev. Ben  
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Ask, Seek and Knock 

 

            "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you."  (Luke 11:9) 

 

Please choose one focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the 
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer.  There is a prayer at the 
end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your prayers. 
 

This month: 
 

     Please pray for our town centre here in Ashton.  Pray that the 

businesses are prosperous and that people can find work to support 

their families.  Pray also that the decision makers in the town make 

wise decisions with compassion for all.   

     Please pray for all children and young people who are starting new 

schools, colleges and universities.  Pray that they stay safe, receive 

love and understanding and that they have the support they need to 

achieve their full potential.  

     Please pray for 5 friends, who are not Christians, to come to know 

Jesus.  Pray for God’s blessing to rest upon them.  Commit to praying 

for them on a daily basis. 

     Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill or 

in need of God’s healing touch at this time.  Please pray for God to 

heal them, take away pain, get rid of any illness and to bring them 

comfort.  

  
Lord, we offer you our prayers.  Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and help 
us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.                                                                                                                                  

Amen 
  

***************************************************** 

              Contact Details Update 

If your contact details have changed from those listed at the back of this 
magazine, would you please contact me to update them: 

 

Jan Ratcliffe     Tel:  0773 469 5117       Email:  jr1.goodshepherd@gmail.com 
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This month, Amy Sheridan starts her placement 
in Rochdale Town Centre at the same time as 
starting her training for Ordained Ministry. We 
wish her God's blessing as she moves on to 
follow God's call on her life. In August she wrote 
this article for her blog: 

All she had to give 
by satatthewell (Amy Sheridan) 
 
Today the rain has been lashing down 
my windows all day and because it is 
the summer holidays, the children are 
a little cooped up and testy. We don't 
have a back garden because we live in 
a Victorian terraced house not far 
from the centre of Ashton-Under-
Lyne. We moved here 12 years ago 
when I was expecting my first 
daughter at the grand age of 19. My 
boyfriend, (the man who is now my 
husband) and I moved from the leafy 
semi-detached roads of Gatley, 
Cheshire to here.  
 
There were a few reasons we moved 
here  
1) We could not afford to buy a house 
in Cheadle or Gatley 
 

2) I knew the area from playing in 
various brass bands over the years 
 

3) It was comfortably far away from 
my parents. 
 
My road is a bobbly un-adopted cul-
de-sac with one row of similar houses 
to mine. At the end of the road is a 
main road lined with terraced houses, 

with the green hills proudly standing 
in the background. If you took a 
photo of my area and made it black 
and white I bet it doesn't look too 
different from the era it was built in. 
We live in a socially deprived area, or 
that is what is always put on the 
school's ofsted reports. I've never 
really understood what that meant, 
but from my experience living here, it 
means people who have to work very 
hard to get by, and that includes me. 
 
As a young working mum, who 
earned minimum wage doing shift 
work, married to a man who also 
worked minimum wage doing shift 
work, living was always tight. As our 
family grew, we worked harder. I've 
experienced times where all I have 
had is the pennies in my purse, where 
I've made decisions to either feed the 
children or myself. 
 
12 years on and my life has been 
transformed by Jesus, but we still 
struggle to get by and the people 
around me struggle too. One of my 
neighbours came round to chat and 
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told me she'd had a tin of soup for 
tea because that's all she had. We 

shared stories of scrimping together 
and in those stories was a glimmer of 

hope, one that we had each other to 
lean on and another that things will 
and can get better. 
 
That is what the good news of the 
gospel brings, hope when things look 
hopeless. 
 
Today I read the talk delivered by 
+Phillip at the Christian festival New 
Wine, and this quote of his really 
stuck with me - 
 

"Areas characterised by social 
deprivation desperately need a 
gospel of hope" 
 

+Phillip is right.  
 
Hope is needed when people around 
us are fighting for survival. They are 
fighting to make ends meet. They are 
fighting to feed their families, to heat 
their homes. They are fighting against 
a rising cost of living where minimum 
wage and zero hours contracts are 
not bridging the gap. The church here 
in Ashton is needed to deliver that 
hope, but what can the church do 
when it is fighting for the same 
survival? Evangelism and Christian 
hospitality should be the currency 
that secures and funds a church's 
future.  

Jesus chose imperfect people to be 
his disciples, working class, 
tradesmen, sinners etc. The people 
who were sent out to deliver the 
good news that Jesus has, came from 
challenging backgrounds, the Old 
Testament shows God's call on 
people who were not perfect. So, like 
+Phillip says in his talk, church leaders 
should come from and to these 
challenging areas, the socially 
deprived areas like I live in because 
there is treasure to be found in places 
such as Ashton.  
 
I believe that God's call on my life 
includes and utilises all the things I've 
experienced in my challenging life. I 
hope that in my placement as I train 
towards ordination I can connect 
with the poor, listen to the bereft, sit 
with the lonely, and hold the 
forgotten, remembering my own 
experiences and showing them the 
hope that Jesus placed in my heart 
and how they can have that too.  
 
There have been times where I have 
put all the pennies that I have in the 
collection plate and now as I serve in 
Rochdale for my placement, I will give 
God's people everything that I am. 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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An article from the USPG magazine (United Society Partners in the Gospel). 
 
“We need to think deeply about 
climate change and take action” 
 

The Revd Canon Samitiana Jhonson, 
Provincial Secretary of Church of the 
Province of the Indian Ocean, looks 
at how climate change is impacting 
on Madagascar and suggests how 
the church can respond. 
 
In my experience as a Malagasy 
person, it’s very unusual to have so 
many cyclones.  Every year, during 
the hot season, we have at least 
three or four cyclones.  They form 
near the equator and when they 
reach Madagascar they are 
immense in speed and power.  
 
At the same time, it is getting hotter 
and the south part of the island is 
becoming drier.  So we have 
drought for nine months of the year, 
then cyclones that destroy 
everything during the last three 
months. 
 
The food problem is having a huge 
impact.  Because we are an island 
people, the economy of coastal 
communities is based on fishing, 
but the sea is getting warmer and 
warmer so fish are becoming 
scarce.  It means fishermen need to 
go further out to sea and go to a 
deeper level to catch fish, which is 
dangerous and their livelihoods are 
suffering.  
 

Inland, in rural areas, the people are 
reliant on agriculture and farming, 
but due to the lack of rain, the 
harvests are suffering. 
 
One major impact is that children 
are kept home from school.  This is 
partly because they are needed to 
help the family work and find food.  
Also, parents are usually required 
to send children to school with their 
meals, which they aren’t able to do.  
Another difficulty is that, during the 
rainy season, water levels are so 
high the children cannot cross the 
rivers to get to school. 
 
The church response depends on 
the region.  For example, in coastal 
areas, some churches have been 
helping to provide bigger boats so 
fishermen can venture out into 
deeper sea. 
 
Another thing the church can do is 
just to open our doors to help the 
people, perhaps even to provide 
accommodation while they are 
rebuilding their homes after a 
cyclone or flood. 
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We need to think how we can help 
people to protect the land, how to 
manage the water, how to help 
people to be more resilient to the 
cyclones.  We have started.  We are 
receiving some training from USPG.    
 
GLOBAL CHALLENGE 
Globally, we are all facing the effects 
of climate change to some extent.  
But we know that some parts of the 
glob are much more exposed to 
climate change than others.  As a 
global community, I think we need 
to make more effort to raise 
awareness of these issues and help 
each other.   
 
In Madagascar, how can the people 
survive when they’re being hit by 
three cyclones or more every year?  
Our basic way of life is being 
destroyed.  When the people 
rebuild their homes, they only build 
small and simple houses because 
they know that, in a few months, 
their homes will be destroyed again.  
It’s a life-destroying cycle.  
 
Clearly, to be resilient to disaster is 
not enough.  We need to think 
deeply about climate change and 
take action together.  It’s about 
raising global awareness and 
respecting our global inter-
connectedness. 

 
 
 

Christian Aid News 
Our Faith, Our Planet, 

Our Community 
Monday 25th September 2017  

 6pm – 9pm 
Manchester Cathedral 

Bringing people together to learn 
about climate change, enjoy food 
and entertainment and discover 

more about Manchester 
 Climate Change Strategy 2017-50 
Come and join us for what promises 

to be an exciting community event. 
Please register for your FREE 
tickets by visiting the Eventbrite 

website at this page: 
https://our-faith-our-planet-

17.eventbrite.co.uk (or contact a 
member of your clergy team) 

 

Hear about our work in Haiti  
Christian Aid Week 2018, we will be 
focusing on communities in Haiti. In 
September, we want to give you an 
exclusive sneak preview of the stories 
for Christian Aid Week 2018 and how 
our partners are changing lives there. 
Christian Aid’s head of Christian Aid 
Week is currently visiting our work in 
Haiti and would love to share this with 
you. The meeting will be on Friday 
8th September at 
6pm-7:30pm at Luther King House, 
Brighton Grove, Manchester, M14 
5JP (in the Vashti room). Please email 
RTurner@christian-aid.org to confirm your 
attendance.

https://our-faith-our-planet-17.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://our-faith-our-planet-17.eventbrite.co.uk/
mailto:RTurner@christian-aid.org
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What’s 
happening?  

 

 

St Michael’s Church will be open 
Friday September 8th and 
Saturday September 9th 
 10.00am and 4.00pm  

with Guided Tours at 10.30am 
 and 2.00pm on both days  

There will be the usual attractions, 
souvenirs, refreshments  
and children’s corner.  

On Saturday there will be 
an Organ Recital at 1.00pm 

 

St James’ Church will be open 
Saturday 9th  September 

11.00pm - 3.00pm 
Displays and information, 

plus refreshments available 
throughout the day  

St Peter’s Church will be open 
Friday 8th - – 10am to 4pm 

Saturday 9th – 10am to 4pm 
Sunday 10th – 12.30pm to 2.30pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

Café Church 

at Costa Coffee, Ashton 

3pm – 4pm  

Sunday 17
th

 September  

 
Café Church at 

 St James’ Church 
 

Wednesday 13
th

 September  

1.45pm 

Everyone is welcome! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

“Colours”  
Fashion Show 

 

Lots of High Street Fashions at 
very cheap prices 

Come along and see what's on 
offer and get yourselves a 

bargain! 
Bring friends and make an 

evening of it – wine, beer, tea & 
coffee available. 

 

St Gabriel's Church 
Friday 24th November  

 7.30pm 
 

Tickets £5 from Sandra Kiy 
07740 766687 

 

St. Michael’s  
Open Days 

 

St. Michael’s is open every 
Thursday 10.30am to 3.00pm  

The Eucharist will take place as 
usual at 11.00am on Thursdays 
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Five point plan to secure the future of the  

UK’s church buildings 
 

A five-point plan to secure the 

future of the UK’s church 

buildings has been set out by the 

National Churches Trust. It runs 

as follows: 
   

1. Prioritise the maintenance of 

church buildings. 

 When it comes to historic 

churches, regular maintenance is 

better than expensive structural 

repairs. So, ‘maintenance and 

conservation,’ rather than ‘repair 

and replacement’. Also, provide 

better support to volunteers who 

look after church buildings.  

  

2. Make more churches ‘centres’ 

for the community. 

More churches need modern 

facilities, such as toilets, kitchens 

and heating. Modern facilities 

mean that church buildings can be 

used as venues for the arts, 

leisure, social action and other 

community activities and can host 

facilities such as post offices and 

libraries. 83% of British adults 

think that churches, chapels and 

meeting houses play an important 

role for society as they provide a 

space in which community 

activities can take place, according 

to a recent ComRes poll.  

 
3. Put churches firmly on the 

visitor and tourist map. 

 Churches, chapels and meeting 

houses are treasure houses of  

 

heritage and history, and more 

should be done to help churches 

attract visitors. As well as bringing 

new people through the doors, 

attracting visitors brings with it 

additional income through 

donations and gift purchases. 

   

4. Create a one-stop shop for 

churches applying for funding for 

repairs and maintenance. 

 The UK’s churches will always 

require funding from a variety of 

sources to pay for repairs, 

maintenance and new facilities. 

But churches seeking funding have 

to navigate a complex web of 

grant-giving trusts, foundations 

and heritage organisations to 

access the money they need.  The 

church heritage sector should 

streamline the grant application 

process, possibly through creating 

a funding portal. This would allow 

churches to submit one application 

to reach as many potential funders 

as possible. 

  

5. Open church buildings every 

day. 

 Church buildings need to be open 

every day so the public can enjoy 

their beauty, history and sense of 

prayerfulness. Though there is still 

a widespread view that churches 

need to be kept locked to prevent 
theft or vandalism, an open church 

can often be safer, as the local 

community then becomes more 

engaged with the building. 
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Snippets   ……….from Barry Bowden 
 

Wee Mary is only 4yrs old and every night at bedtime she kneels to pray 

under the watchful eye of her mother.   

The other night, on the eve of the family holiday, Mary said her prayers as 

usual but after completing them she remained on her knees. 

There was a momentary silence and then she said “Goodbye, God.  You won’t 

be hearing from me for the next four weeks – I’m going on my holidays”. 

No wonder little Mary’s mother smiled as she tucked her daughter into bed! 

<<<<< 

Wash your hands and say your prayers, ‘cos Jesus and germs are 

everywhere. 

<<<<< 

Ann is not old enough to be at school yet, but manages to help her mother 

about the house. 

Now it seems that, the other day, a neighbour asked Ann’s mother if she 

could spare some flour.  But as the mother wasn’t sure what kind of flour 

was wanted, she asked Ann to run round and find out. 

A few minutes later, Ann was knocking on the neighbour’s door.  When it 

was opened, she asked clearly and deliberately: 

“Mummy says, is it salvation flour you want?” 

Of course, everyone had a good chuckle, as I did, when I heard about it. 

<<<<< 

In prayers, it is better to have a heart without words than words without a 

heart. 

<<<<< 

Show respect – A richness in your heart and tenderness of thought. 

<<<<< 

If the soul is wounded we wound others. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Faiths United AGM 

Faiths United will be holding their AGM on  
Wednesday 6th September 7.30pm  

The Community of Christ Church 
Windmill Lane, Denton 

                                   M34 2FR 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 

Tuesday   5th Sept   7.30pm PCC Meeting at St Michael’s Church 

Weds’day   6th Sept   7.30pm Faiths United AGM – see page 11 
 

Thursday   7th Sept   7.15pm St James’ DCC meeting at 
St James’ Vicarage 
 

Friday   8th Sept   6.00pm Holy Trinity Community Celebration  
At HTCCC 
 

Heritage Open Days – Friday 8th to Sunday 10th September (see page 12) 

Wednesday 13th Sept   1.45pm Café Church at St James Church 

Thursday 14th Sept   7.30pm Deanery Synod meets at  the Church of 
the Epiphany, Droylsden 
 

Sunday 17th Sept   3.00pm Café Church at Costa Coffee Ashton 

Monday 18th Sept   7.30pm Fit for Mission – Ashton Cluster meeting 
at St John’s Church, Hurst 
 

Thursday 21st Sept   2.30pm Memorial Service for Elizabeth Hartley at 
Holy Trinity Church 
 

To be confirmed St Gabriel’s DCC Meeting 
 

Thursday 28th Sept   7.15pm St Michael’s DCC Meeting at St Michael’s 

Monday   2nd October   9.45am Hurst Knoll St James School Harvest 
Festival Service at St James’ Church 
 

Wednesday   4th October   7.30pm Deanery Synod at the Church of the 
Epiphany, Droylsden 
 

 To be 
confirmed 

To be 
confirmed 

Parochial School’s Harvest Festival 
Service at St Michael’s Church 
 

Friday   6th October   9.30am St James School Harvest Festival Service 
at St James’ Church 
 

Sunday    8th October  Harvest Festival 
 

Monday   9th October    7.30pm St Peter’s DCC Meeting at 
St James’ Vicarage 
 

Friday 13th October   8.30am   
 

Macmillan Coffee Morning at  
St James’ Church until 11.30am 
 

    9.30am St Peter’s School Harvest Festival Service 
at St Peter’s Church 
 

Friday 27th October   9.30am Holy Trinity School Harvest Service  
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Smile Lines…….. 
Which old bore? 
A tired minister was at home resting, and through the window he saw a woman 

from his church approaching his door. She was one of those too-talkative 

people, and he was not anxious to talk with her. He said to his wife, ‘I'll just 

duck upstairs and wait until she goes away.’ An hour passed, then he tiptoed to 

the stair landing and listened ... not a sound. He was very pleased, so he started 

down calling loudly to his wife, ‘Well, my dear, did you get rid of that old bore 

at last?’  

 

The next moment he heard the voice of the same woman caller, and she 

couldn't possibly have missed hearing him. Two steps down, he saw them both 

staring up at him. It seemed truly a crisis moment. Then quick-thinking 

minister's wife answered, ‘Yes, dear, she went away over an hour ago. But such 

good news – now Mrs. Jones has come to call!’ 

 

Fresh ideas for doing church     
The PCC admitted that the new vicar had been right to replace the first four 

pews with plush bucket theatre seats. ‘The front of the church always fills 

first now.’  

PCC also admitted that the new vicar had been right to add a bit more beat to 

the music. ‘Now our services are filling up with young people.’  

However, the PCC was struggling with the new vicar’s ‘drive-thru confession, 

prayer and blessing’ service, despite the fact that the church car park was full 

most days with people leaning out of their car windows to speak with the 

minister. 

The old church warden summed it up: ‘The problem is the new flashing neon sign 

on the church roof  -  I doubt it will get a faculty!’ 
 

************************************************************************* 

       Vernon Shipley 
    Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons  

          Fairways Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
               24 Hour Personal Service 

 

          87 Penny Meadow, Ashton-u-Lyne, OL6 6EP 
                                Tel: 0161-339-0696 • Fax: 0161-339-0599                            

                                    Email: frlvshipley@funeralservicesltd 
 

                                       A member of the 
                    National Association of Funeral Directors 
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September 2017 - Parish Sunday Services 
 

 

12th Sunday after Trinity    9.30am St James   Holy Communion + Baptism 
Sunday 3rd September    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church 
  11.00am St Peter   Morning Prayer + Baptism    
  11.00am St Michael   Holy Communion + Baptism 
  
 
13th Sunday after Trinity    9.30am St James   Holy Communion 
Sunday 10th September    9.30am St. Gabriel     All Age Service of The Word 
  11.00am  St Michael   Holy Communion      
  11.00am St Peter   Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James   St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 
 
14th Sunday after Trinity    9.30am St. James    Family Communion 
Sunday 17th September    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church
  11.00am St. Peter   Holy Communion   
  11.00am St. Michael   Holy Communion  

 
  
15th Sunday after Trinity     9.30am     St James      Holy Communion 
Sunday 24th September       9.30am St Gabriel    All Age Service of The Word 
  11.00am St Peter  Holy Communion 
  11.00am St Michael  Holy Communion  
    4.00pm St James  St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 
 

 Regular Weekday Services 
 
 

Tuesday: 12.15pm    St Peter’s        Morning Prayer/Holy Communion 
                     (followed by optional bring and share lunch)                            
Wednesday:    1.30pm St. James        Holy Communion 
                                (except 2nd Wed of the month, which is Café Church) 
 

Thursday:       11.00am     St. Michael     Holy Communion 
              4.00pm     Holy Trinity    Evening Prayer * 
                          * (This will be a Eucharist Service on the 1st Thursday of the month) 
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Parish Notices 
 

Baptisms: 
We give thanks with the family of: 

Oscar John Lawrence Christian Stephen Morris-Sykes 
  

Weddings: 
We rejoice with the families of: 
Jacob David Barnes and Zoe Jade Hazlett 
David William Kerr and Emma Louise Bardsley 
Jack Anthony Corrigan and Melissa Elizabeth Doyle 

 

Funerals: 
We pray for the family of: 
Honourable Glyn Wright 

 
 

”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” 
 

Church service      
A minister, known for his lengthy sermons, noticed a man get 

up and leave during the middle of his message. The man 

returned just before the conclusion of the service. 

Afterwards the minister asked the man where he had gone. 

‘I went to get a haircut,’ was the reply. 
 

‘But,’ said the minister, ‘why didn't you do that before the 

service?’ 
 

‘Because,’ the gentleman said, ‘I didn't need one then.’   
 
 
 

”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” 

Great, local, reliable and hard-working 
Domestic Cleaners. £11.95 per hour.  
Tel Angela Robbins 
07713 921676 
  

    Well Polished AUL 
     http://www.well-polished.com/F039 

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 
 

CLERGY: (*usual day off) 
 

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)        
 The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL  330 2771 
 
Fr Jules Mambu,  Team Curate (*Mon) 
                          35 Palace Road, Ashton OL6 8HJ                                07897 697503 
 
Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate  (*Fri)            285 1382 
            2 Ryecroft Street, Ashton  OL7 0BL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Items for the Magazine:  
Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the 15th September for inclusion 
in the next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18. 
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The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne 
 is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only  

Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor 

210 Stamford Street 

 

 
ashton@minutemanpress.com 

mailto:ashton@minutemanpress.com

