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Editorial
We hear of terrible tragedies every day in the news but, sad as they are, they always
seem distant and our lives go on mostly unaffected. However, so many of us in Ashton
have been deeply moved by the plight of families in our own neighbourhood following
the tragic fire and explosion in Curzon Road, which resulted in a fatality and life changing
injuries for several others. The people of Hurst, Ashton and Tameside offered help,
clothing, furniture, toys and money to those families most seriously affected - Revd Karen
Hilsden of Hurst Methodist Church led the support and we have included her email of
thanks and giving details of how people are helping. Donations are still being received
and offers of help pouring in – how wonderful that folk have united to support these
families, selflessly and generously, and we continue to pray for their recovery and the
rebuilding of their lives and homes.
Revd Rob Fox says about our parish in his farewell article “I am still taken aback by the
commitment and love we, you, have for one another; by this shall all know that you are
Jesus’ disciples” – this too applies to those kindhearted people of Tameside who showed
love and support to their neighbours in their need.
If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!!
The views expressed in articles in the magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the
Parish of The Good Shepherd. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you
have any comments to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330
2771 or talk to a member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made .
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The Parish Prayer
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow
in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work
together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches,
and be relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Registered Charity Number 1134826

www.goodshepherdashton.co.uk
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A Fond Farewell………
When Louisa and I married in 1984 (crumbs – that long
ago!) we decided to live in Stalybridge, as reasonably
convenient for our workplaces. Little did we know what
the next three decades would hold.
For a start, there was learning about this wonderfully
quirky area and its lovely people. I well recall sitting
behind two ladies on a bus from Stalybridge to Ashton
and overhearing the comment, “Oh, Ethel’s daughter moved away when she got
married. She moved to Ashton.” Local identity means a lot here, woe betide you
if, for example, you described Hurst as Ashton. And as for Mossley …
We decided to try out our parish church, St George’s, and quickly got involved
there. Before long it was suggested I might consider ordination. “Who, me? You
must be joking!” eventually turned to “Oh alright then” and I was enrolled on the
Northern Ordination Course for three years. Louisa was of course marvellous:
bringing up two small children and supporting me while studying and working at
the same time was no mean feat (come to think of it, putting up with me isn’t
either).
Having successfully completed the course in 1991 and been ordained Deacon,
Manchester Diocese then had the task of deciding what to do with me. Nearby St.
Michael & All Angels, Ashton-under-Lyne, was in interregnum, Albert Radcliffe,
whom I’ve always liked and respected had just moved on so my arrival was
postponed until David Hurst had taken up post as Rector. Also there was Kevin
McGarahan, whom I’d known since 1970, as parish Lecturer.
A proud parish church and a mischievous daughter church (you know who you are,
St Gabriel’s) proved an interesting and enjoyable experience, made even more so
over the next dozen years or so as a team was formed, first with St James and Holy
Trinity, then St Peters. Team clergy have come and gone, each adding a great deal
to our shared ministry, as have many of the smiling faces that have greeted me at
each of the five churches. Each has been uniquely itself; each has offered a
different experience of worship and encountering God; each has helped me to
learn what it is to minister; each makes me smile!
So what have I learned? Firstly, that we never stop learning! If we think we know
it all we make a big mistake – open minds and open hearts are essential if we want
to serve God as we are called. Then, never judge a book by its cover. There is far
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more to each of our churches than first impressions, important as these are. I am
still taken aback by the commitment and love we, you, have for one another; by
this shall all know that you are Jesus’ disciples. You have far more to offer than
you think, and have taught me more than I have you.
Thirdly, teams work. Collectively we achieve far more than we could
separately. As we understand what our gifts and strengths are and those of
others, we can make the most effective use of our resources. We may come from
different traditions, with different faith journeys, but our goal, living the Kingdom
of God, is the same. Working together is the way to achieve it.
Finally, a huge thank you for all the support and encouragement you have given to
Louisa and I. We appreciate it more than you know, and will always keep you in
are thoughts and prayers. God has blessed us through you, and will bless you in
your journey or faith together. And when you are in Newcastle, let us know!
Revd Rob Fox
Note: There will be a united parish service of farewell for Rob and Louisa
at 10.30am Sunday 25th September at St Gabriel’s Church
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Back to School - Facing that first day
No matter how old we are, we can probably remember our first
day at school – being left at the door, meeting children we did not
know, separated from the adults we did know and had trusted since the day we were
born. But on the other hand, there was the excitement: a big step along the road of
life, new friends to make, another adult to become important in our lives. Quite a
lot to handle when you’re rising five!
And that’s what hundreds of thousands of children are going to experience this
month. Parents may have prepared them for it, and they may in a slightly
apprehensive way be looking forward to it, but it must feel to the five year old like
a massive step into the unknown. Not much less is the anxiety of mum, who leaves
her precious child, proudly resplendent in their new school uniform, in the Reception
class-room. Will he or she suddenly panic, and cry for that familiar parental cuddle?
Will they feel abandoned in an alien setting? Will they like the teacher?
Of course we’ll be praying for them, and we know that like millions of others before
them they will very probably eventually decide that their school-days were the best
of their lives. But end of class can’t come soon enough for mum on that first day!
How wonderful when they come running out, laughing and excited, clutching a piece
of paper with some obscure crayon marks on it – written evidence of their first
day’s education.
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Curzon Road Tragedy
This email was recently sent by Revd Karen Hilsden, Hurst
Methodist Church, to various people and organisations in our
community.
“I am sure many of you are aware that this week in Curzon Road, very close to Hurst
there was a terrible tragedy. Just in case you don't on Tuesday morning there was a
fire and explosion which left one house totally destroyed with two others affected
having to be demolished. The house which was totally destroyed left three people
in hospital, later in the day one of these sadly became a fatality. There were also 7
others injured as a result of trying to rescue the families. This has of course
devastated families and had an impact on the community.
Hurst Methodist Church knew two of the three families prior to this tragedy.
On Tuesday morning Hurst Methodist Church became a refuge centre for the
emergency services, victims and all of the community.
The church has been open for refreshments and support over the last few days,
we've also been the post office for all those in the cordoned off area, as well as
having so many other roles.
Initially there was extensive news coverage and the Church has been highlighted as
a place for support.
On Wednesday Evening a vigil was held and nearly 100 people attended.
The local council set up a multi-disciplinary team, which I am a member of. As a
result of this, there has been opportunities to respond to some immediate needs in
the community and support to enable the church to be a community hub in
responding to the situation.
So far we have seen so much love and generosity poured out in so many ways.
At the moment church is being used daily as a community centre offering support.
This is something that needs additional support. If anyone is able to assist in making
tea, coffee, welcoming people and listening to the community then we would be
only too glad to hear from you. There are professional support services that can use
our building to meet with the community during the times we can be open. At the
moment until we know how much support can be given to this we are unable to
determine when we can be open. Next week at present we are not sure when we
will be open, but I think it would be great if were to be able to be open from 10-4
each day.
We are holding monies for Curzon Road Relief Fund (at the request of the local
authority), to help to respond to needs.
We have been inundated with donations and we are now requesting that people
wishing to support the local community assist financially (rather than with goods).
This is in conjunction with the families. If any church communities would like to
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support this, then cheques can be payable to Hurst Methodist Church. All monies
donated will go for the benefit of the families and the wider community who have
also been impacted.
Today has been quite a day, this morning I mentioned to the council that we were
looking at organising a community meal on Sunday for those directly affected by
Tuesday. They had already been in local contact with businesses and by this evening
we have been provided and blessed with what is needed to cook. This has been
welcomed by the families affected. But what an amazing blessing to have it
provided. This is just one example of the provision that's been given. The list is
endless and I cannot begin to list all the ways in which people have been generous
in their services today.
I want to say a very big thank you to everyone who has already pulled together in
reaching out to the community at this difficult time.
This has been and will continue to be an ecumenical response to the community.
In the midst of this difficult situation the church has had so many contacts with
people. There have been the conversations as we've walked the streets and one of
the most amazing ways has been through social media. As of this evening our
church facebook posts have reached 11,634 people.
I share all of this with you, not for the glory of the church but for the glory of God.
Please do continue to pray for the community at this difficult time, if you can offer
help at all, through your churches then please do contact us.
I am sorry for this email turning in to be so long!!
I think we could write a book on this week and the role of church!
With every blessing, Karen”
Note: The retiring collection held at our united service on Sunday 14 th August
raised £114.11, which will go towards the Curzon Road Relief Fund.

Lord God, whose Son, Jesus Christ,
understood people's fear and pain
before they spoke of them,
we pray for all those families affected by this tragic event;
surround the frightened with your tenderness;
give strength to those in pain;
hold the weak in your arms of love,
and give hope and patience
to those who are recovering;
we ask this through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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Holy Trinity Church and Community Centre
Over the next few months we are featuring work at Holy Trinity Church
and Community Centre in the Parish Magazine. You’ll hear something
about groups using the Centre and about people who are part of the large
community which uses the building and who contribute the diversity of
what is done. Unless we note otherwise, these articles are provided by
Margaret Stanley, after interviews with the people concerned!
1. Tameside Elders
Tameside Elders – a men's group – has been meeting
in Holy Trinity Community Centre for the past 10
years. 61 year old Qurban Hussein is one such elder.
He came to Britain from Pakistan aged 10 years, had
an arranged marriage and has brought up 6 children
here. He worked hard, initially in the mill, then in an
industrial launderette and latterly for a garden
furniture manufacturer to raise his family, until illhealth forced an early retirement. Qurban has been attending the
Centre for about 6 years and was proud to become Chairman of
Tameside Elders. However he had to step down when his lack of literacy
skills precluded him from making the necessary grant applications to
ensure the continuance of the group. It is a sadness to Qurban that no
grant funding has so far been forthcoming since the new Chairman took
over.
Qurban is keen to point out that the group is not exclusively for
Pakistani Muslim men – any older men are welcome - although they
(Pakistani Muslims) constitute the current membership. At one time
there were about 35-40 men attending the group but as some have
passed away, some have become too ill to attend and some have
returned to Pakistan, they have not been replaced and currently about
15 men attend the group. It has been necessary recently to increase the
men's contributions for attending the group from £1per session to £2
per session and Qurban considers this may partially account for falling
numbers.
Tameside Elders is essentially a social group that meets in the Centre
once a week on a Thursday to play cards, eat together and share news
of what is going on in their own families as well as in their Mother
country. At one time the group was able to meet 3 x per week but as the
recession began to bite and grant funding was withdrawn, this was
reduced to twice weekly and then to weekly. Qurban is very grateful to
the generosity of Holy Trinity which enables them to have
accommodation cheaply. The men's weekly contributions pay for the
hire of the Centre and its facilities whereas a grant from Tameside MBC
enables the group to buy in food. This grant has now been withdrawn
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and so present reserves mean that the group has only about another 6
months to run unless new funding is obtained.
Qurban cannot emphasise enough what it means to the older men in
the area to be able to meet up in the Centre weekly. It has proved to be
a life-saver for many of them because for the rest of the week they are
just sitting at home watching television. Time and again on arriving at
the Centre, the men remark, “Thank God we are here” and after Mosque
on Friday, they are counting the days until the next Thursday. In
Qurban's opinion it would be a disaster for the group if the Centre were
no longer available to them. He also commented on the valuable
resource the Centre is for family functions – two of Qurban's daughters
using it for their wedding receptions.
Qurban was keen to emphasise that there is no awkwardness for
Tameside Elders in meeting in a church building and indeed as we were
speaking together, the strains of a hymn could be heard as the few
remaining members of Holy Trinity's congregation met for their weekly
Evening Prayer.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Unconditional Love
A wooden cross on his shoulders,
A crown of thorns on his head,
And you on his mind.
Greater love hath no-one that we lay down our life for another.
Always remember – prayers must be our priority, not our last resort.

By his stripes, we are healed
In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Barry Bowden

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Book Review
Colour in Peace - a reflective journey -By James Newman Gray, Lion, £8.99
Here is a beautiful adult colouring book that takes the reader on a journey towards
peace. Patterns and images inspired by seven quotes by writers, thinkers, saints,
politicians, and the Bible, lead the reader to unwind and reflect as they colour.
Colouring has been shown to be beneficial for everyone. It slows down breathing,
promotes a relaxed state, and reduces feelings of anxiety. There is also a section
for freer reflection, giving the reader the opportunity to consider what peace
means to them, to doodle around a theme, or to create their own drawings.
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Ask, Seek and Knock
"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it will be opened to you." (Luke 11:9)
Please choose one focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer. There is a prayer at the
end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your prayers.
This month:


Please pray for our schools, the staff and children as they start
back after the summer period. Pray for this coming academic
year to be one of great joy and learning, where each of the
children can discover further the gifts that God has given them.



Please continue to pray for those countries around the world that
are affected by terrorist outrages. Think of some recent
television footage and pray for those who have lost somebody
close to them. Pray for God's peace to descend on our world.



Please pray for the communities around our churches. Pray for
those who have nowhere to sleep, those in debt, the unemployed,
those struggling with mental illness and those who feel socially
excluded. Pray for God's blessing to rest on them.



Please pray for God to heal those that you know who are ill or in
pain. Pray also for those carers, doctors and nurses who work so
diligently in our hospitals, care homes and rehabilitation
centres. Pray for God's blessing to be on them.

Lord, we offer you our prayers. Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and help
us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us. Amen

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Prayer of thanks for teachers

by Daphne Kitching

Dear Father
Thank you for teachers. Thank you for their gifts of knowledge and
communication. Please give them patience and understanding in their work and most
of all the wisdom to listen to you and to be directed by your Kingdom values. Thank
you for Jesus – the best teacher of all. Help us all to learn from Him that greatest of all
lessons, that you are the living God, His Father and ours, and that you love us and
want us to know you.
Amen.
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Focus on refugees
I’ve been quite challenged recently
about the whole subject of refugees.
Some of this has been driven from our direct contact as a parish with
people facing this plight and some of it has been as a result of a nudge by
God, you know, those incidences in life which become too frequent to be coincidences.
We’ve all seen the pictures on our televisions of people crammed onto
inadequate rubber boats trying to cross the sea. We’ve probably even seen
pictures of refugee camps, with people scrambling towards a United
Nations food lorry. These pictures can be very upsetting.
But I did find that I was very ignorant about the countries, the ways of life,
the issues for Christians living in those countries and the things that I
should be praying and doing something about.
I started by thinking about Iran and there are some interesting facts:






90% of Iranians are Shia Muslim
In Iran they speak Persian (Farsi)
The history of Iran spans over 2,500 years
The country has 79 million people, of which 85% are literate and
54% are under thirty
Iran is the second largest country in the Middle East and has vast oil
and gas reserves

Iran’s government opposes Christianity, bans Bibles, arrests evangelists
and threatens the lives of those who convert from Islam. The everyday
freedoms that we enjoy in our country to express what we think and
believe are just not possible in Iran.
There are some church buildings in Iran, but these are heavily monitored
by the security services and any attempts to convert Muslims are stamped
on, often in brutal ways by the Iranian government.
There is often a need for Christians living in Iran to leave for their own, and
their family’s, safety and to be able to openly practice their faith.
This is all great, but I guess that my mind has been drawn to this country
and those people who have been persecuted enough in their own country
to flee 2,700 miles to end up in Greater Manchester.
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I wonder what it’s like to be in a country where
you don’t speak the language, can’t read the signs
on the shops, have no friends and have virtually
nothing in terms of possessions? Add to this the
uncertainty about whether you will be able to
stay or will be transported back to the place that
you have come from. Life has got to be hard.
As churches, we have a great teaching from Jesus
about looking out for the least and the lost, those whom society forgets, or
for whom life just passes them by. Do we see it as our Christian duty to
extend an arm of friendship, assistance, indeed love to people who find
themselves in these circumstances?
Sometimes the answer is simply to be present in our communities, being
there to help where we can. Maybe we can bring along a bag of food which
will help a family in need. Maybe our help could be in more practical ways,
like lifts to appointments or help with shopping. Maybe you feel able to
help with teaching English on a more or less formal basis. Maybe we as
churches should be coming together to see what we could offer, where are
skills lie, what our availability is?
There is a lot of mis-information about refugees that lead to fear and
mistrust. How about us trying in our small ways to re-set this agenda,
more along a path that Jesus would have done.

Revd George Reeves

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dates for your Diary
Thursday

1st Sept

Saturday & 9th & 10th
Sunday
Sept

7.30pm

Deanery Synod at St James’ Church

10am-4pm Heritage Open Days at St Michael’s Church

Weds’day

14th Sept

1.45pm

Café Church at St James Church

Sunday

18th Sept

3.00pm

Café Church at Costa Coffee Ashton

Sunday

9th Oct

Harvest Festival
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A Position of Trust
Trusteeship is one of the most important roles in the voluntary and
community sector. Trustees give direction to a charity and are ultimately
responsible for its activities. Tameside charities and community organisations
are in need of people from different backgrounds to inject some energy and fresh ideas
into their boards. In most cases trustees must be 18 or over but some can be as young as 16
years old.
You will need to be able to make a commitment to the charity’s principles, have
independent judgement and the ability to work as part of a team. With generally four
obligatory annual meetings, it can be the perfect volunteering opportunity for busy people.

Trustee Opportunities in Tameside
Emmaus Mossley supports previously homeless people by giving them a home,
meaningful work in a social enterprise and an opportunity to get themselves back on their
feet again. The income generated by their social enterprise which collects, refurbishes and
recycles surplus and discarded goods is used to support our community and those in
greater need. It provides a unique and innovative long-term solution to homelessness.
It is currently seeking volunteers to join the Board of trustees who have skills/experience
in:




Retail

Marketing

Contact: Frances Hirst, Chair of Trustees - fkhirst@gmail.com Emmaus Mossley,
Longland Mill, Queen Street, Mossley, OL5 9AH www.emmausmossley.org.uk
Age UK Tameside has been supporting older people in Tameside to remain active,
maintain independence and improve their quality of life since 1974. It is an independent
local charity affiliated to Age UK. It is currently seeking volunteers to join the Board of
trustees who have skills/experience in:






Adult social care
Business development

Marketing and sales
Human resource management

Contact Bernadette Ashcroft, Chief Executive Officer Tel: 0161 308 5000
Email: AshcroftB@ageuktameside.com
Tameside Sight supports the visually impaired residents of Tameside, is seeking
volunteer trustees to maintain the charity's mission and to help it successfully progress
within the future. It is currently seeking volunteers to join the Board of trustees who have
skills/experience in:



Finance
Fundraising




IT
Human resources



Business management

Contact: - Ben Stoddard Email: ben.stoddard@tamesidesight.org.uk Tel: 0161 343 4090
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A cloud rising in the west
I’m currently reading a book by the brilliant
Bishop John Pritchard. In the first chapter he
describes worship as “The lightning
conductor through which God’s life strikes
the earth” ( Pritchard.2007). This sentence
stopped my scanning eye in its tracks. What a
vivid image I am left with after reading that
sentence! In my mind I hear the crack of the
lightening hitting the ground so close to
where I am standing, the heat of its awesome
power blasting over my face, the speed that it
appears from seemingly nowhere, the
realisation of what has just happened.
This visualisation is quite accurate to an
experience of our almighty God, and worship
creates the right atmosphere that is
favourable for such a lightning strike in our
church life. When there is a risk of lightening,
the temperature changes which is felt by the
winds that blow, the sky changes colour, the
air is thick with anticipation. In
Luke 12:54 Jesus speaks of us being able to
interpret the weather to be able to see what
the forecast is going to be, “You see a cloud
rising in the west. Right away you say, ‘It’s
going to rain.’ And it does. The south wind
blows. So you say, ‘It’s going to be hot.’ And
it is (Luke 12:54-55). But he calls the crowds
hypocrites! As intuitive as they are in
predicting the weather they cannot see the
lightening that Jesus channels from his
almighty Father.

she describes her encounter
with an angel, “In his hands I
saw a great golden spear,
and at the iron tip there
appeared to be a point of fire. This he
plunged into my heart several times so that it
penetrated my entrails.” This is such an
intrusive yet accurate description of being
overwhelmed and touched by the awesome
power of God’s love. God’s calling pulls at our
very heart strings, in the depths of our bodies
that we didn’t know could feel that way, a
pulling and tugging of that golden spear,
which as described by St Teresa “left me
utterly consumed by the great love of God”.
This all-consuming feeling that the power of
worship sets the stage for is an exciting and
humbling prospect. Every time we begin an
act of worship we are creating the right
conditions for experiences such as this to
happen. We are evoking the passage of
“God’s life on Earth” and how amazing is
that! How amazing that each Sunday at the
Eucharist we receive that lightning strike in
the sharpness of the wafers and warmth of
the wine that erupts in a glow of heat as it
enters our body. When we pray and sit in
adoration for our God we are creating the
atmosphere, that weather which Jesus knows
we can predict, ready for that lightning strike
of God’s revelation of himself to us.

When touched by his glory and grace we
follow Christ, we follow his call, his call for
The lightening that strikes, which has the
social justice, for neighbourly love, to stand
power to not only electrify our love and
up and be that lone voice that questions
excitement for our God, but to bring a divide. hatred, or ill treatment. Jesus knows that
Jesus says, "Do you think I came to bring
being touched by his Father’s awesome
peace on earth? No, I tell you. I have come to power transforms us, we are re-born, reseparate people” (Luke 12:51 ).
clothed in Christ. This is the division that
The lightening which strikes through us
Jesus talks about in today’s Gospel, for once
travels straight down our mouths into our
we are struck by that immense life changing
chests and sets our hearts ablaze with
bolt of lightning we are different, we are
adoration. A feeling which is eloquently
changed, and we belong to God for all
captured by the words of St Teresa of Avila as eternity.
Amy Sheridan
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Stef Reid
Christian paralympic
athlete on her way to Rio
“I don’t come from a Christian family
but my parents sent me to a
Christian school. We had Bible
classes. I had a very good head
knowledge of the Bible but it wasn’t
a major part of my life.

Stef Reid is a paralympic athlete.
She does long-jump and also sprints.
In the 2008 Paralympics she won a
bronze medal in the 200 metres and
in 2012, a silver medal in th long
jump. She has broken the world
record for long-jump in the F44
(below the knee amputees) class
several times.

“Everything changed when I was in
the accident. I remember lying in the
ambulance. I was scared because I
knew in my heart that I wasn’t going
to heaven. I did not know God. I had
never asked Him what His plan was
for my life. I remember praying for a
second chance. It was a complete
miracle that I survived the accident.
I know that God had a hand in that.

She had a life-changing accident in
her teens as she describes: “I was in
a boating accident when I was 16.
The propellers caught me across my
lower back. The water around me
was blood red. I thought I had been
cut in half. The next issue was that
we were three hours away from a
half-decent hospital.

“I also know that by me not dying, I
still had a purpose here. There is a
reason for me to be here and it
completely changed my perspective.
It changed me as a person and I
committed my life to Him in the
ambulance. Now, I look at things
from the perspective of hope. I have
always got hope. I think that is the
biggest difference”.

“I survived but unfortunately the leg
was so mangled that it had to be
amputated. So I was really thankful
to be alive. But with my love for
sport, I was absolutely devastated.
The stuff that you love to do, you are
told that you cannot do it anymore.

In September 2016 Stef will
represent Britain in the Paralympics
in Rio.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dear Milkman……
My daughter wants a milkshake. Do you do it before you deliver or do I have to
shake the bottle?
Sorry about yesterday’s note – I didn’t mean one egg and a dozen pints, but the
other way round.
14

What’s happening?
St. Michael’s
Open Days

Café Church
at Costa Coffee, Ashton
3pm – 4pm
Sunday 18th September

St. Michael’s is open
every Thursday from
10.30am to 3.00pm
The Eucharist will
take place as usual at
11.00am Thursdays

Friends of Ashton Parish Church
Friday September 9th and Saturday September 10th
St Michael’s Church will be open on both these days
between 10-00am and 4-00pm with
Guided Tours at 10-30am and 2-00pm on both days
There will be the usual attractions, souvenirs,
Refreshments, photographic exhibition and children’s corner.
On Saturday there will be an Organ Recital by John Horton at 1pm.
All welcome to explore this ancient parish church.

Café Church at
St James’ Church
Wednesday 14th September at 1.45pm
Everyone is welcome to join us for
informal worship, coffee, cake & a chat
15

Parish Notices
Baptisms:
There were no baptisms in August

Weddings:
We rejoice with the families of:
Declan Gaffney and Elizabeth Pearce
Carrie Owen and Kurt Hopwood

Funerals:
We pray with the family and friends of:
Joyce Mutch
Margaret Collings

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Great, local, reliable and hardworking domestic Cleaners. £11.95
per hour. Tel Angela Robbins
07713 921676 Well Polished AUL
http://www.well-polished.com/F039
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Vernon Shipley
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons
Fairways Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
24 Hour Personal Service
87 Penny Meadow, Ashton-u-Lyne, OL6 6EP
Tel: 0161-339-0696 • Fax: 0161-339-0599
Email: frlvshipley@funeralservicesltd

A member of the National Association of Funeral Directors
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September 2016 - Parish Sunday Services
15th Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 4th September

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael

Holy Communion + Baptism
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Morning Prayer + Baptism
Holy Communion + Baptism

16th Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 11th September

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St. Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of the Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

17th Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 18th September

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St. James
St Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael

Family Communion
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

18th Sunday after Trinity 10..30am St Gabriel United Parish Service of farewell
Sunday 25th September
to Revd Rob and Louisa Fox
4.00pm St James St James on Sunday Afternoon

Regular Weekday Services
Tuesday:

12.15pm St Peter’s
Morning Prayer/Holy Communion
(followed by optional bring and share lunch)

Wednesday:
1.30pm St. James
(except 2nd Wed of the month)
Thursday:

11.00am
4.00pm

Holy Communion

St. Michael Holy Communion
Holy Trinity Evening Prayer
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CONTACT DETAILS
CLERGY: (*usual day off)

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)
The Vicarage, Union Street, Ashton OL6 9NQ
Revd Rachel Battershell, Team Vicar (*Mon)
2a Hutton Avenue, Ashton OL6 6QY
Revd Rob Fox, Minister in Secular Employment
36 Norman Road, Stalybridge, SK15 1LY
Revd George Reeves, Team Curate (*Fri)
1 Windmill Lane, Denton M34 3RN

330 2771
292 3224
338 8481
336 1850

The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne
is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor
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