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Editorial
The nativity scene with all its characters was in place, as the children (representing angels),
gathered around the manger. They sang: ‘Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good
will among men’. Suddenly a small girl on the edge of the crowd, who couldn’t see what was
going on, shouted out, ‘Let Jesus show!’
At Christmas time, we want to let Jesus show, in our churches, communities and lives. We have
an amazing message to share: ‘in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; He is the
Messiah, the Lord’ (Luke 2:10). It was to the shepherds, apart from his parents, that Jesus was
first showed.
No doubt these simple shepherds would have no idea of what the names given to Jesus fully
meant (ie Saviour, Messiah and Lord). All they needed to know, and all we need to know, is that
God has done something unique in coming to earth as a human being. This is good news of great
joy for everybody!
After worshipping the child, the shepherds return to their normal routine. However, they would
never be the same again! Even though their work and social standing were unchanged, they had
a message to share and let Jesus show. Although we don’t normally see angels, we have the
same good news to share! When Christmas is over and we’re back to our normal routines, how
will we let Jesus show in our lives?
If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!!
The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of
the Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, for
editorial purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have any
comments to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 2771 or
talk to a member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made .
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The Parish Prayer
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow
in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work
together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches,
and be relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
www.goodshepherdashton.org

Registered Charity Number 1134826
2

REMEMBERING OUR REMEMBRANCE TODAY

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, the peace of
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
In this article, I would like to share
with you my modest reflection on
Remembrance Sunday. In other
words, how we can remember our
remembrance day?

Day? On Sunday, they were many acts
of remembrance. Will we put our
remembering away along with our
poppy until next year - when we will
get it out again?

Remembrance Sunday, which falls on
12 November in 2017, was a day for
the nation to remember and honour
those who have sacrificed themselves
to secure and protect our freedom.
Remembrance Sunday always falls on
the second Sunday in November. The
next one will be celebrated on Sunday
11/11/2018.

Sometimes the focus is always on the
past. What will happen tomorrow,
and the next day and the day after or
the future is no matter for us.
Personally, we should at all times ask
ourselves “What have we learnt from
those who gave their life for freedom,
Democracy and Peace for us?” So
how we remember and what we do
with our remembering matters. What
we do tomorrow matters because if
we just put our remembering, along
with our poppies, to one side then we
have not remembered rightly this
weekend. Right remembering is about
more than setting aside a day in a year
to remind ourselves of the facts.
Remembering rightly is about how we
live in the light of those facts
especially today as a community, as a
nation and as a world.

To commemorate Remembrance Day,
the Poppy become a symbol of
remembrance and hope worn by
millions of people. I would like to
reflect with you on my personal
understanding of remembrance day.
Like the title of the article, it seems
important to reflect on the
remembering of our remembrance
day. In other words, what we will do
with our remembrance day?
The question for ourselves is to find
out - What do we do with our poppy
after Remembrance Day? Do we
throw it away? Or keep it for next
year? The bigger question is “what
will you, what will I, do with our
remembering after Remembrance

In the Old Testament the people of
God, the Israelites, were forever being
called by God to remember – to
remember who they were, where
they had come from – and it was
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usually at times in their life when
things were going wrong or praising
God for what He had done for them as
people.

our honouring with us, and living in
the light of it, not putting it to one
side. By celebrating our
Remembrance Day with joy as people
and nation, we are ourselves
committed to promote a peaceful
world with less conflicts, less wars ,
less poverty. We will never tolerate
those atrocities to happen to any
humankind because of our own sad
experiences. We will never tolerate
conflicts and wars in any part of the
world.

But that call to remember wasn’t
about just reminding themselves how
they had got into their current mess,
it was also a call, more than that, a
promise to a future that would be
different. They were people of
covenant, people of promise and
people of blessing. God called them to
prosper. Others people will be
blessed because of them. Today we
must remind ourselves of the facts of
wars and conflicts, past and present,
and remember – with sorrow, pride,
gratitude, wonder - how our brothers
and sisters have inspired us to build a
better world today? We know that
war is never good thing; with war we
will never prosper and build a
peaceful nation, world.

Unfortunately, we haven’t learn from
our past. We are still making the same
mistakes made by Hitler & Co.
As Christian or humanist, we have a
mission to build a better world where
we live together as a family, looking
after one another, especially the poor.
We are living in a world without
tolerance and mutual understanding.
The best way to celebrate
Remembrance Day is to implement
the legacy of our brothers and sisters
who gave their life for us.

But on Remembrance Day, God also
said to us – as you remember your
past, don’t forget your future, don’t
get stuck with the facts, however
sacred, in a way that causes you to
forget you have a future. And that
future starts with us, now, because
there is no going back, only moving
forward. Taking our remembering and

May God bless all of us to be
peacemakers as a nation. So we will
be blessed like Abraham.

In Christo
Fr Jules MAMBU
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Ask, Seek and Knock
"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it will be opened to you." (Luke 11:9)
Please choose one focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer. There is a prayer at the
end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your prayers.
This month:


Please pray for our town centre here in Ashton. Pray that the
businesses are prosperous and that people can find work to support
their families. Pray also that the decision makers in the town make
wise decisions with compassion for all.



Please pray for orphaned children, those children in social care and
all children who are in need of food, education and love. Pray that
they receive the support, care and love they need to have a bright
future and to grow to be responsible and caring adults.



Please pray for 5 friends, who are not Christians, to come to know
Jesus. Pray for God’s blessing to rest upon them. Commit to praying
for them on a daily basis.



Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill or
in need of God’s healing touch at this time. Please pray for God to
heal them, take away pain, get rid of any illness and to bring them
comfort.

Lord, we offer you our prayers. Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and help
us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.
Amen

*****************************************************

Scouts Please!
3rd Ashton Scout Group are looking for
new members ages 101/2yrs to 14yrs.
We meet every Tuesday at 7.15pm to 9.00pm
at St James Church.
For more information contact Tina
Group Scout Leader - 07411773336 or tina@dah.co.uk
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Deanery Safeguarding Group
Chair: Revd Roger Farnworth

Secretary: Jan Ratcliffe

The Deanery Safeguarding Group meets 3 or 4 times a year at
St John’s. It is an opportunity for all the Parish Safeguarding
Coordinators (PSC’s) in the Ashton Deanery to get together for discussion,
support and advice. It also enables the Deanery to work together to achieve
best practice and consistency. The meeting is well attended, with several
members of clergy being there regularly and the Area Dean and the Lay Chair of
the Deanery taking it in turns to attend.
Earlier this year, an independent audit of the Diocese’s safeguarding policies
and procedures was carried out and the report on their findings was distributed
at the Diocesan Synod on 14th October.
Revd Roger Farnworth and Jan Ratcliffe, as members of Diocesan Synod,
received a copy which they then presented to the Deanery Safeguarding Group
(DSG) on 18th October.
The group discussed the findings in depth and raised several issues of concern,
not least the issue of communication. Why had Parish Safeguarding
Coordinators (PSC) not received a copy of this report? Why does the Diocese
send Safeguarding Newsletters to all clergy by not to PSC’s?
Another major issue was that, although the membership of the Diocesan
Safeguarding Panel includes a PSC, this person is a clergy member and as such
receives the above Newsletters and is also involved in meetings and discussions
at that level. This person would not be representative of the majority of PSC’s,
who are in full time employment, often have young families and who perform
their PSC role voluntarily.
The group felt that the Safeguarding Panel do not understand the difficulties
experienced in implementing safe recruitment at parish level and do not fully
value the role of volunteers.
Following our discussions, the Deanery Safeguarding Group decided that all of
our comments should be minuted and circulated to Archdeacon Cherry, the
Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor Abbey Clephane-Wilson, and also the Bishop’s
Chaplain who is the Diocesan Lead on Safeguarding.
This was sent out via email early in November and Archdeacon Cherry has fully
supported our findings and will be following up these issues on our behalf.
Jan Ratcliffe
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2017 Harvest Appeal
Our Harvest Appeal for this year was
in aid of the Rukungiri Orphanage,
Uganda, which supports orphaned
and needy children in the Rukungiri
district of Southern Uganda,
providing education and
development.
So far, our churches and schools
have raised over £850!
Thank you so much to everyone who
donated
Left: some of the children of St James’
School bringing their food donations.

============================================================

Bible Society launches Christmas film for children
Here is a treat - The Greatest Journey, a lively Christmas film that tells the
story of Mary and Joseph’s journey from Bethlehem – perfect for children
aged three and upwards.
Bible Society explains: ‘We're sure it'll be enjoyed by the whole family. So sit
back, relax – and watch out for that sheep poo...’
The film is available to download for use in churches, schools and wherever
else you'd like to screen it. Download the film
at: www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/christmas/the-greatest-journey
============================================================

Facebook
Thank goodness for Facebook. Otherwise I'd have to call 674
people today to tell them I just went Christmas shopping !
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Children’s Society responds to
CQC review of children’s
mental health services

In praise of The Nutcracker –
a Christmas favourite

The Children’s Society has
welcomed the recent CQC review
findings that children’s mental
health is in a ‘shocking state’, with
services fragmented and
increasingly overstretched.

Tchaikovsky’s ballet The Nutcracker was
performed for the first time 125 years
ago, on 18 December 1892 at the
Mariinsky Theatre in St Petersburg,
Russia.

It was not well received. The
choreography was dismissed as
‘confusing’ in some scenes, and the
libretto was described as ‘lopsided’. But
today it is extraordinarily popular –
perhaps partly because Walt Disney
used Tchaikovsky’s entire score in
Fantasia in 1940, making the music
‘Even worse, many children
struggling with their mental health instantly recognisable.
‘Vulnerable children in desperate
need of help are facing agonising
waits for treatment, in many cases
without anyone checking in on
them to make sure their condition
isn’t deteriorating, leaving families
at crisis point.

do not even make it onto the
waiting list. The Children’s
Society’s own research has found
that 30,000 children are being
turned away from mental health
services every year, and not
receiving any support or treatment
whatsoever.’

But it is also popular as a ballet because
it portrays children, is for children and
makes use of children, providing the
ideal showcase for ballet schools.

Today more people have seen it, and
more companies have performed it, than
any other ballet. It has the unusual
The CQC found that two in five
distinction of being classical Christmas
community services are inadequate music that has nothing to do with
to effectively respond to children’s Christianity.
needs. The Children’s Society’s own
analysis has found that children
missed 157,000 mental health
appointments last year, and that
many missed appointments were
NOT followed up by health
professionals, to check that the
children concerned were safe and
well.

The ballet is based on The Nutcracker
and the King of Mice, written by E T A
Hoffman and revised by Alexander
Dumas. The story is of a young German
girl who dreams of a Nutcracker Prince
and a fierce battle against a Mouse King
with seven heads.

‘Poor quality children’s mental
health services cannot be allowed
to continue – there is too much at
stake.’

The first complete performance outside
Russia took place in London on 30th
January 1934, at the Sadler's Wells
Theatre.

By Tim Lenton
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Christmas Services in the
Parish of the Good Shepherd

Wednesday 6th December
7.00pm – Christingle Service at St James’

Sunday 10th December
9.30am - Nativity Service at St Gabriel’s
11.00am - Christingle Service at St Peter’s
6.30pm - Civic Carol Service at St Michael’s

Sunday 17th December
11.00am – Nativity Service at St Peter’s
4.00pm – Carol Service at Holy Trinity
4.00pm - Carol Service at St Gabriel’s

Sunday 24th December - Christmas Eve
5.00pm - Crib Service at St Gabriel’s
8.30pm - First Communion of Christmas at Holy Trinity
9.30pm - First Communion of Christmas at St Michael’s
11.30pm - Holy Communion at St Peter’s
11.30pm - Holy Communion at St James’

Christmas Day
9.30am - Family Communion at St Gabriel’s
9.30am - Family Communion at St James’
10.30am - Holy Communion at St Michael’s
10.30am - Holy Communion at St Peters

Sunday 31st December
10.30am - United Service of Holy Communion at St James’ Church
(there will be no other services in the Parish on this day)
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CARD or DECORATION
Here is a simple 3-D Christmas tree
that you can use as a decoration or a
card. You will need green card,
crayons, glitter or paint, scissors and
sticky tape.
Fold a piece of card in half, then cut it
in half. Put the two pieces together
and fold them in half again.


CHRISTMAS CARDS

Draw half a Christmas tree opposite
the fold. Cut along the line and you
will have 2 identical trees. Fold the
trees in half, very lightly, hardly
creasing the centre line to mark the
centre of the tree. Cut a slit along the
bottom half
of
the
centre of
one
tree
and along the top half of the centre
of the other tree. Slip the two trees
together along the slits. To help the
tree to stand firmly, use sticky tape to
fasten the parts together where they
meet.

Time to write your Christmas cards
again – what designs have you picked
to send this year? Are they religious
ones?





Look in the shops at all the different
designs, traditional and modern.
Traditional religious cards have
usually included the nativity – Mary,
Joseph and the baby Jesus. But what
else would you count as religious?
The Three Kings? The Bible doesn’t
say they were kings, or that there
were three; just that they were Wise
Men, who travelled far to bring
special gifts for the baby Jesus.

Decorate the tree. If you are using it
as a card then leave an area free of
decorations so that you
can write on it.

Do you know why there are so many
robins on Christmas cards? The first
postmen in Victorian times wore red
and were called robins, so robins
were shown as delivering cards.
Whatever kind of card you
send this year, be sure to
include a kind message
with love for your friends.
Our love is a tiny echo of God’s love
for all the world.


What goes red white red white red
white?
Santa rolling down a hill
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Christmas presents
Catching her in the act, I confronted our three-year-old
granddaughter. ‘Are you opening your little sister’s presents?’ I demanded.
‘No,’ she innocently replied, ‘I'm just helping her learn to share.’

Wiped out
Just got home and found all the windows and doors open and everything has
gone.
What kind of twisted person does that to someone’s Advent calendar?
***********************************************************************

St. Michael’s
Open Days
St. Michael’s is open every
Thursday 10.30am to 3.00pm
The Eucharist will take place as
usual at 11.00am on Thursdays

Café Church
at Costa Coffee, Ashton
3pm – 4pm
Sunday 17th December

Bible Studies – Fr. Jules

Café Church at
St James’ Church

Fr. Jules is leading Bible Studies
7.00pm at St Michael’s Church
every Thursday evening

Wednesday 13th December
1.45pm
Everyone is welcome!

*************************************************************************

Vernon Shipley
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons
Fairways Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
24 Hour Personal Service
87 Penny Meadow, Ashton-u-Lyne, OL6 6EP
Tel: 0161-339-0696 • Fax: 0161-339-0599
Email: frlvshipley@funeralservicesltd
A member of the
National Association of Funeral Directors
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December 2017 - Parish Sunday Services
1st Sunday of Advent
Sunday 3rd December

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael

Holy Communion + Baptism
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Morning Prayer + Baptism
Holy Communion + Baptism

2nd Sunday of Advent
Sunday 10th December

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St. Gabriel
St Michael
St Peter
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

3rd Sunday of Advent
Sunday 17th December

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St. James
St Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael

Family Communion
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

4th Sunday of Advent
Sunday 24th December

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

See page 9 for details of our Christmas Services

Regular Weekday Services
Note: NO MIDWEEK SERVICES BETWEEN 25TH DECEMBER AND 1ST JANUARY
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

12.15pm St Peter’s
Morning Prayer/Holy Communion
(followed by optional bring and share lunch)
1.30pm St. James
Holy Communion
(except 2nd Wed of the month, which is Café Church)
11.00am St. Michael Holy Communion
4.00pm Holy Trinity Evening Prayer *
* (This will be a Eucharist Service on the 1st Thursday of the month)
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Parish Notices
Baptisms:
We give thanks with the family of:
Hannah Bethany Kagande
Asa James Smith

Sekai Kagande

Weddings:
There were no weddings in November

Funerals:
There were no funerals in November
”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””

Prayer at Christmas

Father of all good gifts,
Thank you for the greatest gift of all – your precious Son, Jesus. Thank you
that He chose to live with us so that all who trust Him will one day live with you
in peace and wholeness.
Help us Father, this Christmas, to keep you at the centre of our celebrations
and, in the midst of all the busy-ness and rush, to know your presence and the
peace that only you can give. And Lord, may we reflect your love to those who
don’t yet know that you are real and alive and able to help, whatever their
situation. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

By Daphne Kitching

”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””

Great, local, reliable and hard-working
Domestic Cleaners. £11.95 per hour.
Tel Angela Robbins
07713 921676

Well Polished AUL
http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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CONTACT DETAILS
CLERGY:

(*usual day off)

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)
The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL
Fr Jules Mambu, Team Curate (*Mon)
35 Palace Road, Ashton OL6 8HJ
Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate (*Fri)
2 Ryecroft Street, Ashton OL7 0BL

330 2771

07897 697503
285 1382

Items for the Magazine:
Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the 15th December for inclusion
in the next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18.
14

210 Stamford Street

ashton@minutemanpress.com

The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne
is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor
15

