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Editorial
As we celebrate Easter, What difference can the resurrection make to my life?
My past is forgiven:
Have you ever been half-way through a project and wanted to start again? In life we all have
regrets about things we have done, said or thought. The good news is that Jesus died to forgive
these things: ‘All sins forgiven, the slate wiped clean, that old arrest warrant cancelled and nailed
to Christ’s cross.’ (Colossians 2:14, The Message). The resurrection is the guarantee that we can
know Jesus’ pardon and forgiveness. Do we need to let go a load of guilt and unforgiveness that
we are carrying?
My present is under control:
How often do we say ‘My life is out of control.’ We can’t control life, but God can! The
‘incomparably great power at work for those who believe’ is the same power that raised Christ
from the dead (Ephesians 1:20). God promises us the power that we need to face any situation,
as we trust Him: ‘I can do all this through Him who gives me strength.’ (Philippians 4:13).
My future is secure:
Death is the great certainty, ‘one out of one dies!’. Yet Jesus overcame death by the resurrection,
that we might experience the life of heaven, both now and for eternity. ‘I am the resurrection
and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by
believing in me will never die’. (John 11:25,26). We don’t need to fear death; but if we are to
really live, we have to be ready to die! How does the resurrection affect our view of death?
If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!!
The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the
Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, for editorial
purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have any comments
to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 2771 or talk to a
member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made .
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The Parish Prayer
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow in
faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work together
to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches, and be relevant to
those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
www.goodshepherdashton.org

Registered Charity Number 1134826
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Just Reach Out ……………

T

here’s a true story told of a
group of sailors shipwrecked
in the Atlantic, off the Brazilian
coast. There were marooned for
days on a small life-raft. Their small
supply of water ran out long before
they were eventually rescued by a
passing ship.
The ship’s captain asked why they
were so dehydrated. Obviously, they
answered that they’d run out of
water. “No water?” said the captain,
“You only had to reach over the side
of the boat for an endless supply.”

him, from God, all that they need for
life. And as God invites Israel to
receive from him, so he invites us.
God’s not so much concerned with
physical hunger and thirst, but with
that sense we have at times that
there must be more to life than we
are experiencing or the, at times
overpowering, need to know that we
are loved. Isaiah is convinced that as
we come to God; as we listen to him
speaking through his word; as we
receive his unconditional love for us then, and only then, will we find that
our deepest needs have been met.

We all know that you can’t drink seawater because of the high salt
content - but these men had been
marooned in the middle of the
freshwater stream which pushes out
around 200 miles into the Atlantic
from the River Amazon. The
shortage was an illusion. All they had
to do was drink!

For many years, society has told us
that this is not true. That if God isn’t
dead, God has certainly become an
irrelevance. Since the Enlightenment
in the 17th century we’ve been told
that Science or Rational Thought
give answers to all our problems;
that as the human race advances
‘enlightened thinking’ will mean an
end to evil and will bring the gradual
dawning of a new rational age of
harmony. An age that no longer

In Isaiah 55:1-9, hunger and thirst are
compared with our need for God and
his love. God invites Isaiah’s listeners
to draw from heaven’s storehouses
of wine, milk and bread. Isaiah
highlights just how strongly our need
for the love of God determines our
lives.
God speaks through Isaiah, inviting
the people of Israel to receive from
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needs the ‘Spiritual’, that no longer
needs God.

women. Michael Nazir-Ali, one-time
Bishop of Rochester, quotes some
research done at the end of the 20thC
among working men. This research
found that a significant proportion of
‘working men’ at some time had
gone through a ‘spiritual’ experience
but had not felt able to talk about it
with their mates. Their experience
was buried and not allowed to affect
their lives at work, in the pub or at
home.

In the 20th century we discovered
that advances in knowledge do not
change the human heart. In that
century we saw some of the greatest
evils committed by the most
advanced of nations. We’ve been left
with a world which is suffering
environmental damage, where the
majority live in poverty while the
minority feast on untold riches. As
we come to terms with the state of
our world, it’s no longer obvious that
advancing
human
knowledge
creates a better world.

It’s just like we’re in the boat with
those castaways off the Brazilian
coast. All they had to do was reach
over the side to quench their thirst.
All we have to do is reach out to God
in Jesus. And if we do, just as Jesus
did for the multitude with fish and
bread, so he will do for us.

People are dissatisfied, disaffected,
and they’re looking for other ways to
make sense of their lives. They are
looking for spiritual answers - a trip
to any bookshop on the High Street
will illustrate the point. In recent
years significant shelf space has been
given over to special ways of
knowing, to alternative ‘spirituality’.
As a society, we are searching for
meaning; we are looking for peace
and wholeness; we are thirsty, we
are hungry and we scrabbling around
looking for answers.

Listen to what God says through
Isaiah:

“Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live. I will
make with you an everlasting
covenant, my steadfast, sure love.”

“God speaks to us in the things that
happen to us each day and we need to
listen deeply for God’s movement in
our lives. This is our contemplative
stance. It calls us to be led by God’s
spirit into action.”

It is no longer possible to argue that
people are not ‘spiritual’ beings. We
all have a sense of the spiritual, and
of spiritual need. Men as well as

Barbara Hudock
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Ask, Seek and Knock
"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it will be opened to you." (Luke 11:9)
Please choose a focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer. There is a prayer at
the end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your
prayers.
This month:


Please pray for our town centre here in Ashton. Pray that the
businesses prosper and that people can find work to support
their families. Pray also that the decision makers in the town
make wise decisions with compassion for all.



Thank God for the wonderful reality of Jesus’ resurrection on
that first Easter Day.
Give thanks that, because Jesus is alive, life has meaning and
purpose. When your life is difficult, when you are struggling
through pain and loss, ask God to help you to know His risen
presence and love in your life.



Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill
or in need of God’s healing touch at this time. Please pray for
God to heal them, take away pain, get rid of any illness and to
bring them comfort.

Lord, we offer you our prayers. Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and
help us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.
Amen
*****************************************************

Scouts Please!
3rd Ashton Scout Group are looking for
new members ages 101/2yrs to 14yrs.
We meet every Tuesday at 7.15pm to 9.00pm
at St James Church.
For more information contact Tina
Group Scout Leader - 07411773336 or tina@dah.co.uk
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Services during
Holy Week
Palm Sunday
14th April

9:30 am
9.30 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
4.00pm
5.00pm

St. James’
St. Gabriel’s
St. Peter’s
St. Michael’s
St James’
St Michael’s

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon
Stainer’s Crucifixion

Monday
15th April

10.30 am
6:30 pm

Cathedral
St Peter’s

Chrism Eucharist
Passover Meal with St John’s

Tuesday
16th April

12:15 pm

St. Peter’s

7.30 pm

St Gabriel’s

Holy Communion followed
by Bring and Share Lunch
Compline

1:30 pm

St. James’

7:30 pm

St. Gabriel’s

Wednesday
17th April

Maundy Thursday 11:00 am
18th April
4:00 pm
7:30 pm

St. Michael’s

Good Friday
19th April

St. James’
St Peter’s

10:30 am
12:00 noon

Saturday 20th April
Sunday 21st April

Holy Trinity
St James’

Holy Saturday – Easter Eve
8.00 pm St. Michael’s
Easter Day
8.00am
St James’

Holy Communion and
Stations of the Cross
Compline
Holy Communion and
Stations of The Cross
Holy Communion
Holy Communion with Washing
Feet & Vigil until 11.00pm.
Family Worship
Liturgy of the Passion – At the
Foot of the Cross.
The Easter Liturgy
Breakfast of
Bacon and Sausage Rolls
followed by Holy Communion

Services in other churches at usual times.
No midweek services between 21st and 28th April
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St Peter’s Guardian
By Team 5 (Rabee, Johanna, Heather, Eshal, Lauren)

WORLD EXCLUSIVES

ST PETER’S SPECTACULAR SCIENCE WEEK
On Monday 25 February 2019, St
Peter’s Primary School had an
amazing science week with the
theme of “Journeys.” The children
were introduced to many interesting
things such as building chariots in
Year 4 and Year 5 and making and
flying paper airplanes, gliders and
helicopters in many classes. All
classes had a wonderful time
experiencing different things and
most of all, everyone learned so
much and they cannot wait until
next year!
On Monday 25th and Tuesday 26th,
year 4 and year 5 had a visitor who
was a retired engineer. His name
was Alan Clare. With Alan’s help,
they made replica Shang Dynasty
chariots based on the Ancient China
topic they were doing.
These chariots were replicas of the
chariots that were used around 3500
years ago. Year 4 based their chariots
on the Ancient Greeks’ from 3000
years ago. Year 5s’ wheels broke so
they had to solve a problem but in
year 4 they didn’t have any problems.
Both classes had a wonderful time.
7

Mrs Todd explained, “The focus of the
days was Science, but also
engineering, problem solving and
resilience – we wanted the children to
know lots of Science is a process of
experimenting and refining.”
In Reception, they held a “dark day.” The
class came to school in their pj’s with
their torches and teddies and predicted
how far rockets would fly.
They worked in darkness and had great fun with the UV and glitter paint. In
year 1, they predicted which aircraft would stay in the air the longest out of
a helicopter, an aeroplane or glider and found out the helicopter stayed in
the air the longest. In year 2, they worked on what size aeroplane is the
best. Most people predicted the big one and they were correct. In year 3,
they investigated if an aeroplane, helicopter or glider will stay in the air the
longest. They also looked at a real drone to see how it flies and compared
their designs to it. In year 4, they decided to investigate “will a big aeroplane
travel further than a small aeroplane?”
They carried out a full fair test and found out that the A3 piece of paper
aeroplane won by a centimetre.
In year 5, they coloured in eggs and made parachutes out of bin bag liners
and string. They predicted which size they think will stay in the air the
longest, 20cm x 20cm, 20cm x 30cm or 20cm x 40cm. Mr Hickey got on the
roof and dropped the egg parachutes! The 20cm x 40cm parachute spent
the most time in the air as it created the most air resistance dues to the fact
that it had the largest surface area. For a
bit of fun, they had a challenge on who
could make a parachute that could gather
up the most air resistance to stay in the
air the longest. Whoever won got a
reward. Team Success won with a
parachute that measured 85cm x 1m. In
year 6, they investigated gliders. They
made a graph of the length of straws and
distance thrown. The glider with the
longest straw flew the furthest.
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On Thursday 28th March 2019, we
had a STEM ambassador visit us, a
medical imaging student from
Manchester University whose name
was Shane Mackie. He talked about
our brains and how the different
scanners they use in hospital work.
We found out why the part of the
brain we use to see is at the back of
our head - because otherwise every
time we bang the front of our head
our eyesight will be affected! Later on in the day, we had a science show,
which people enjoyed. Adrian Bowden came in and talked about forces,
with KS2, then with KS1.
During the science show, he talked about magnetism, static, gravity, air
resistance and other forces. After all the visitors, 85% of children asked said
that they are now seriously considering careers in science!
As you can tell, it has been a great
week for St Peter’s. They have had
such a great time. Over 98% of the
whole school loved science week
based on their Science Week Survey
(for the British Science Association,
who gave a grant towards our
chariot building project.) Lucas
Rhodes exclaimed, “I loved the
science show – it had lots of
experiments.” Jade Higgin said, “I
loved it – I just absolutely adored
it(the chariots). It was just the BEST!!!”

Did you know?
125 years ago, on 16th April 1894 that Manchester City Football
Club was founded. It was a reorganisation of a church team that
was established in 1880, initially as St Mark’s (West Gorton), and, from
1887, Ardwick Association Football Club.
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Saint for the Month:

25 April – Mark: disciple, apostle, writer of the
second gospel
Mark, whose home in Jerusalem became a place of rest for
Jesus and His 12 apostles, is considered the traditional
author of the second gospel. He is also usually
identified as the young man, described in Mark 14:51,
who followed Christ after his arrest and then escaped capture by leaving his
clothes behind.
Papias, in 130, said that in later years Mark became Peter’s interpreter. If so,
then this close friendship would have been how Mark gathered so much
information about Jesus’ life. Peter referred to him affectionately as his
‘son’.
Mark was also a companion to Paul on his journeys. When Paul was held
captive at Rome, Mark was with him, helping him. Mark’s Gospel, most
likely written in Italy, perhaps in Rome, is the earliest account we have of the
life of Jesus. Mark died about 74 AD.
Early in the 9th century Mark’s body was brought to Venice, whose patron
he became, and there it has remained to this day. The symbol of Mark as an
evangelist, the lion, is much in evidence at Venice.
********************************************************************
Moses and the Red Sea
Nine-year-old Joseph was asked by his mother what he
had learned in Sunday school. ‘Well, Mum, our teacher
told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a
rescue mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.
“When he got to the Red Sea, Moses had his army build a
pontoon bridge and all the people walked across safely. Then, he radioed
HQ for reinforcements. They sent bombers to blow up the bridge and all
the Israelites were saved.”
“Now, Joseph, is that really what your teacher taught you?” his mother
asked, startled.
“Well, no,” her son admitted. “But if I told it the way the teacher did,
you’d never believe it!”
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What’s On?
16th Ashton Brownies
16th Ashton Brownies meet at
Shop to Drop
St Gabriel's Church on Mondays
Fashion Show
from 6.30 till 8.00 pm.
and Clothes Sale
They have new leaders and have
Lots of high street fashions at bargain
some places available for girls
prices – get your tickets now for this
between the ages of 7 and 10 years.
popular, fun evening!
Please contact
Refreshments and wine available on
Sharon Oldham 07795957114
the night – enjoy a night out with
Chloe Hammond 07450572303
friends and family!
St Gabriel’s Church
if your child is interested in joining.
Friday 5th April 2019
7.00pm for 7.30 start
Parish
Tickets £5 - available in advance from
Annual General Meeting
Sandra Kiy 07740 766687
The AGM has been set for
Tuesday 30th April
Café Church at
at
St Michael’s Church
St James’ Church
th
There will be a PCC meeting to
Wednesday 10 April 1.45pm
Informal worship with
approve the Parish Accounts at 7pm
tea, coffee and a chat.
and the AGM will begin at 7.30pm
Everyone is welcome

Sunday Evening Service
St Michael’s Church
Contemporary worship with prayer
for Tameside and Ashton,
with other churches in Tameside
6.30pm on the 1st Sunday
of each month
The next will be 7th April.

Hurst Fest
Saturday 11th May at
Ashton United Football
Ground, Hurst Cross
Lots of stalls and activities
St James’ Church has a stall
selling £1 parcels
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A Place of Welcome

St Peter’s Church

St Gabriel's Church open their doors
Designated Red Cross
every Monday morning from 9.30 till
Drop-in Centre
12.00 to invite people from the
For
Refugees
and Asylum Seekers
community in to our building to enjoy a
Thursdays 10.00am – 2.00pm
free drink and refreshments. This is not
just for church members but for
The Red Cross will be providing
everybody in the neighbourhood who
grants to Refugees and Asylum
would like to come along.
Seekers who meet eligibility
We hope that people will come along to
requirements. Also providing
socialise and just enjoy each other's
ESOL classes;
company. During the morning we aim to
a hub for other organisation such
provide simple entertainment such as a
as NHS, Action Together etc;
quiz sheet, some armchair aerobics,
and a signposting service to
bingo, craft activities etc. We are sure
other organisations.
that some of you may even have your
Refreshments available
own skills to share!
All are welcome!
However, none of these are obligatory you may prefer to just sit and chat - and
that is perfectly fine! There is no charge
for anything – all welcome!

Come and Sing

Stainer’s Crucifixion
Sunday 14th April at St Michael’s Church
Rehearsal at 2.30pm followed by refreshments and
performance at 5.00pm. Or just come and listen!
Limited number of scores available;
please bring your own if you have one!
Cost: £6 for singers or audience
For more information contact John Miles 01457 763701
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Worshipping at Sea
Ron and myself usually take a cruise every year
and find that the small and friendly cruise line
that we use has a retired vicar on board on all cruises that have more than
two Sundays. We have been on three such cruises.
On our last cruise, the minister said he was sponsored by the Mission to
Seamen. Whether this applies to all sea-going ministers I am not sure, but
on the last three cruises each minister has taken an Ecumenical service on
Sundays. One preferred a Holy Communion service on Sundays, the second
chose a separate Communion service after a short service and the third
chose a weekday Sacrament.
Each sea day there was a morning gathering for those who wished to
attend. Sometimes a few stayed away because the sea was too rough. The
first retired vicar titled his service “Thought for the Day”. It comprised a
Bible reading followed by a daily thought taken from the Scriptures and
followed by prayers.
On the second cruise, the minister talked about writers of more modern
hymns. He had a strong Welsh voice and we sang the hymns without music,
including hymns such as I the Lord of Sea and Sky and Here I am Lord,
both composed by James Kilbane.
The third vicar’s subject related to places visited during the cruise, eg
rivers, high and lonely places and the beauty of the Earth. For the rivers
readings, he chose Exodus 2, verses 2-10; 2 Kings 5, verses 1-14; Psalm 137,
verses 1-6; Mark 1, verses 9-ll; 1 Peter 2, verses 16-18; Revelations 22,
verses 1-5.
His chosen music was Handel’s Water Music; By the River, by Delius; By the
Rivers of Babylon; Old Man River; The Blue Danube; and Moon River; plus
the hymn On Jordan’s Bank.
All three had a time each day when they were available for a personal chat.
What will happen on our next cruise we will have to wait and see!
Jean Fletcher
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THE WAY OF THE CROSS

-

by Barry Bowden

Chosen
Mission
Purpose
Humility
Unconditional love
Vulnerable
Serving
Teaching by words and deeds
Faith
Passive resistance
Suffering
Enduring
Life, death and resurrection
Victory
Courage
Forgiven
Redemption
Eternal life
Greater love hath no-one
Thank you Jesus
Amen

Church leaders give blessing to plastic-free faith Easter Egg
The Archbishop of York and the lead Bishop for the environment have
welcomed a ‘plastic free’ version of The Real Easter Egg.
Out of the 80 million eggs sold in the UK every year The Real Easter Egg is
the only one which includes a 24 page copy of the Easter story in the box, is
Fairtrade and supports charitable causes. And now, this year the Real Easter
Egg is going plastic-free.
The change is in response to a survey which found that 96% of Christians
think it is important for Easter Eggs to be plastic-free and news that 11.5
million tonnes of food packaging waste is produced every year.
David Marshall from the Meaningful Chocolate Company, who make the
Real Easter Egg, said: “Easter eggs don’t have to cost the earth. We have
replaced plastic bags, tamper-seals and Best Before stickers with paper
versions. There is still the same amount of chocolate in the Real Easter Egg
and the box sizes are the same, but the redesign means our Dark and
Original Egg will save at least 5 tonnes of plastic and 175 tonnes of card in
the next five years.”
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Answers to last month’s homophone puzzles
1
2

I’ll be walking down the aisle on my wedding day.
The man was so hungry, he ate eight sandwiches.

3
4
5

The knot was not tied properly, so it came undone.
The film’s final scene had to be seen to be believed!
The family was in mourning the morning after the funeral.

6

I can’t wait to put on weight and become a wrestler.

7

The police led me to the roof – to show me the lead was missing from
the church roof.
A prophet spreads the news of God without earning a profit.
Steel is a cheap metal so not worth trying to steal.
My father and I don’t see each other often, as we have drifted farther
apart.
What a noise! Have you heard that herd of cows?
The fare they charge to get in the fayre (fair) is really unfair!

8
9
10
11
12

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Do you have any photos of……
The Widow’s Gates at the Memorial Gardens, Ashton?

The gates stood at the entrance to the War Memorial Gardens
and there is a proposal to create and install new gates
which will replicate the old ones. The makers will need as much
information and detail as possible.
If you have a photo, please see Peter Lee
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Smile Lines
A bishop was visiting a small church in his diocese for
Easter. He wanted the young people to understand what
he had to say about the Good Shepherd, so he dressed
up in his bishop’s long, flowing robes and carried his
crook. “Now,” beamed the bishop, “do you know who I
am?”
After a moment’s silence, one child ventured “Little Bo Peep?”
15

April 2019 - Parish Sunday Services
Lent 5
Sunday 7th April

Palm Sunday
Sunday 14th April

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael

Holy Communion + Baptism
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Baptism & Service of the Word
Holy Communion + Baptism

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St. Gabriel
St Michael
St Peter
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

For Holy Week Services, please see page /6
Easter Day
Sunday 21st April

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St. James
St Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael

Family Communion
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Easter 2
Sunday 28th April

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

Regular Weekday Services
Please note: No weekday services between 21st and 28th April
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

12.15pm St Peter’s
Morning Prayer/Holy Communion
(followed by optional bring and share lunch)
1.30pm St. James
Holy Communion
nd
(except 2 Wed of the month, which is Café Church)
11.00am
4.00pm

St. Michael Holy Communion
Holy Trinity Evening Prayer *

* (This will be a Eucharist Service on the 1st Thursday of the month)
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Parish Notices
From the March registers:

Baptisms:
We give thanks with the families of:
Francesca Ava Bradbury
Parker Douglas Howarth-Handley

Lottie-Rae Joyce Credy
Oliver George Collins

Weddings:
There were no weddings in March

Funerals:
We pray for the families of:
Geoffrey Joseph Sullivan
Ivor Wells

June Taylor

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

That’s fine………..!
You know, somebody actually complimented me on my driving today. They
left a little note on the windshield that read: ‘Parking Fine’. How nice!

Easter Quote
Who delivered up Jesus to die? Not Judas, for money; not Pilate, for fear;
not the Jews, for envy; but the Father, for love!
– Octavious Winslow
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Great, local, reliable and hard-working
Domestic Cleaners. £13.45 per hour.
Tel Angela Robbins
Christ Church, Oldham Rd, Choir Member
07713 921676

Well Polished Tameside
covering Tameside, Oldham, Glossop and Stockport

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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CONTACT DETAILS
CLERGY:

(*usual day off)

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)
The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL

330 2771

Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate (*Fri)

400 1556
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Items for the Magazine: Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the
15th March for inclusion in the next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18.
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210 Stamford Street

ashton@minutemanpress.com

The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne
is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor
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