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Editorial 
 

According to one survey, during the lockdown, a quarter of adults in the UK have watched or 
listened to a religious service and one in 20 have started praying. While majority of people who 
contract Covid-19 survive, it reminds us that we are much more frail and weak than we like to 
think. As the prophet Isaiah says: 
‘All people are like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. The grass withers 
and the flowers fall, because the breath of the Lord blows on them. Surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures for ever.’ (Isaiah 40:6-8). 
Isaiah’s words really resonate at this time. In more normal times we can avoid facing up to our 
vulnerability, but this pandemic has forced us to recognise our weakness and fragility. 
However, this shouldn’t lead us to despair or fear; rather it is an opportunity to worship and praise 
for his constancy and care. In Peter’s first letter he quotes this passage from Isaiah and says, ‘For 
you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and 
enduring word of God’ (1 Peter 1:23). Peter contrasts our mortality with the eternal Word of God, 
which bring us new birth and life through the power of the Spirit. Jesus died for our sins and rose 
again to make us right with God, so that trough faith in him we can know eternal life. We don’t 
need to be afraid of our frailty, for God is a dependable foundation on which to build our lives and 
face eternity. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those 
of the Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, 
for editorial purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you 
have any comments to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 
0161 330 2771 or talk to a member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are 
made. 
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                           The Parish Prayer 
 

 Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to 
grow in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work 
together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches, and 
be relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.      Amen. 
 

www.goodshepherdashton.org            Registered Charity Number 1134826 

http://www.goodshepherdashton.org/
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For everything there is a 

season . . . . .  

 
he beautiful poetry of 
Ecclesiastes Chapter 3 
verses 1-8 has long been a 

favourite Bible reading of mine. 
And in these very strange times it 
is such an appropriate piece, 
highlighting , as it does, the 
contrasts and the highs and lows 
of our lives. 
 
The actual author of this little 
book from the Old Testament is 
unknown.  Its alternative title is 
The Preacher.  Traditionally, it is 
identified as being written by 
Solomon, as it is argued that no-
one else was the “son of David, 
King of Jerusalem”.  But this is 
debatable as so many came from 
the line of David! 
 
It is a book that represents a 
journey that takes us, much like 
life, from one point to the other, 
and this is what I like about the 
beginning of Chapter 3 – it takes 
us from “a time to be born and a 
time to die” with everything else 
of life in between. 
 
It has certainly been “a time to 
weep, and a time to laugh” over 

these past few months of life 
with Coronavirus, though, if I’m 
honest I’ve done more crying 
than laughing! 
 
It’s certainly been a time in which 
we have wanted to be able to 
hug and have been unable to.  
And I know many, like me, have 
used this time to have a good 
sort through and clear out of 
cupboards, garages and attics – 
“a time to keep and a time to 
cast away”.  I worry where the 
Charity shops are going to put all 
the stuff that people have 
decided to cast away! 
 
For me, this time has also been 
one in which I’ve appreciated the 
value of silence and speech.  I 
think Terry would agree with me 
that when you are enclosed, as 
we have been 24/7 for 12 weeks 
so far, there is a limit to how 
much conversation you can keep 
going!  I think we’ve both 

T 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fartgallery.co.uk%2Fsummer-fields-226047&psig=AOvVaw0wgEo5FXCsF4nWyh0eqatt&ust=1591973214788000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCND8sceA-ukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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enjoyed the inevitable slower 
pace of life and the quiet to just 
let each other “ be” - time to 
reflect, time to read, time to sew. 
We’ve both loved appreciating 
what we have and what we can 
still enjoy  - each other, 
our home, our garden, 
calls from family to 
check up that we’re 
OK, coming up with 
new variations on our 
menu dependent on 
what we could, or 
couldn’t get, in our supermarket 
order – so many things that we 
take for granted usually. 
 
We’ve both relished the time to 
appreciate how beautifully green 
the vegetation is this year, how 
huge the poppies in the garden 
are, how clean and fresh the air is 
and how blue the sky is when the 
sun is shining –  and how anti-
social the vapour trial from the 
few planes that have flown over 
feel!  We have loved sitting 
quietly watching the blue tits and 
hedge sparrows encouraging 
their young to take their first 
flights and how angrily they have 
chattered at the magpies who’ve 
come too close to their precious 
fledglings. 

And amidst the sadness and pain 
of the thousands who’ve died 
from the virus,  the exhaustion of 
the key workers that have kept 
things going so wonderfully, the 
anxiety and concerns for people 

who don’t know if they 
have a job to go back to 
and who are worried 
about the possibility of 
losing their homes, the 
shocking death of 
George Floyd and the 
outcry that has 

stemmed from it, the 
desperation to hug our 
grandchildren and families again, 
I believe that God keeps showing 
himself to us through all the 
positives that there have been - 
constant, strong, recognising our 
heartbreak, anger and frustration 
and encouraging us to lean on 
him and heal through the 
strength and power of his love, 
and in that we are truly blessed. 
 
“For I know the plans I have for 
you, declares the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope.” 
 

Every Blessing! 
Pat 

 
Revd Pat Lodge 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fshop.perennial.org.uk%2Fproducts%2Ffloreo-card-blue-tits&psig=AOvVaw368DHJhapGsJzaHZ3vVPKG&ust=1591972898764000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLiEj6z_-ekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAL
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Coronavirus Pandemic 

Church Openings for Private Prayer  
 

Churches remain closed for public worship at the present time. 

However, the Government have recently lifted some restrictions and it 

is now permissible for churches to be open for individual prayer.  

 

This means that a person or household may enter our churches to pray 

on their own and not as part of a group, led prayer or communal act.   

 

Risk assessments have been carried out and we have put procedures in 

place to ensure that people follow all relevant public health advice, 

including social distancing guidelines and hand and respiratory hygiene 

measures – you may find that your churches look a bit different as a 

result. 

 

Please note that those who are extremely clinically vulnerable/shielding, or who 

have symptoms of a continuous cough or a high temperature or loss of or 

change to sense of smell or taste, should not attend church. 
 

 

Holy Trinity Church will be open on Thursdays for one hour, 4pm to 

5pm, from Thursday 18th June. 
 

St. Gabriel's have been undergoing building alterations but plan to be 

open for private prayer from Sunday 28th June from 10.30am to 

11.30am. 
 

St. James' is also undergoing building alterations and hope to open mid-

July on Sunday mornings from 10.30am to 11.30am – please contact  a 

warden to confirm when this will begin. 
 

St. Michael's open from Sunday 28th June, from 10.30am to 11.30am.  
 

St. Peter's plan to open Sunday 28th June from 10.30am to 11.30am. 

 

If you would like further advice, please contact your church warden. 
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Other Worlds  

There are more things in heaven and on earth than 

are dreamt of in our imagination – William 

Shakespeare. 

Quite a statement, given there is no limit to our 

imagination. 

From prehistoric times, we have progressed from fire cooking food, the wheel 

etc.  Now, we have put man on the moon, machines on planets and also, over 30 

years ago, Voyager 1 and Voyager 2 have actually left our solar system – wow - 

powered by solar energy and the gravity of each planet. 

So we now have pictures and information from each one.  They are still working 

but are too far away now for any signals to reach us. 

If future generations ever colonise other worlds, I hope and pray that by then 

people will be living together in love and peace, as God intended. 

Our God is still the master of all he surveys, despite our many foolish ways. 

Of course, any progress which isn’t for the greater good isn’t really progress at 

all, is it? 

God bless us all – Amen.                             Barry Bowden. 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 

‘Safe spaces’ in Boots the Chemist   

Boots has become one of the first high street stores to 
create ‘safe spaces’ to help victims of domestic abuse who 
need help during the coronavirus lockdown. 

The pharmacy chain, which is the biggest retailer of its kind in the UK, has 
opened consultation rooms in its 2,400 high street stores. People who have 
been unable to seek help while trapped at home with an abusive partner can 
access these ‘safe space’ rooms. 

There they will find posters providing the phone numbers of the key support 
services, as well as helplines whom they can call without fear of their abuser 
eavesdropping on them.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fdomestic%2Bviolence%2Bawareness&psig=AOvVaw1xw6tAqhHoHJGVnrQvMeOE&ust=1591973520131000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOi-gdqB-ukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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The Coronavirus, Church & You Survey 

You are invited to take part in this national survey…… 

The Covid-19 pandemic has obviously had a profound effect on churches. The 
lockdown has severely restricted ministry in areas such as pastoral care, 
fellowship groups, and serving the community. On the other hand, for those 
with online access, worship has taken on new and creative forms over the last 
few weeks. Many clergy and ministry teams have risen to the challenge of 
operating in the virtual environment. 

As we pass the most severe period of lockdown, it seems a good time to assess 
how churchgoers have responded to the experience, and what they think the 
future might hold. How well have people coped with the pandemic? Has it 
strengthened or weakened their faith? How has it been for clergy and ministry 
teams trying to work in this new environment? Will virtual ministry become 
part of the post-pandemic landscape, and will this be a good move for your 
church? 

We have developed a survey over the last few weeks which we hope will 
enable you to record your experience of the pandemic, the ministry you have 
given or received, and what you think will happen to churches in a post-
pandemic world. 

This is an online survey, which we estimate it will take you about 20-30 
minutes to complete. Most of the questions simply require you to tick boxes, 
though there are options to specify your particular circumstances, and an 
opportunity at the end for you to tell us your views in your own words. 
Alongside questions about the pandemic and ministry there are sections which 
ask about you: these are important because they will allow us to see how the 
lockdown is affecting different sorts of people in different contexts. 

The survey can be completed on mobile phones, though it is more quickly 
completed on devices with larger screens such as tablets or computers. You 
can access at: https://tinyurl.com/ycsq9fy2 

Please tell other churchgoers you feel might want to take part in the survey 
and support this research. We should have some initial results within a few 
weeks and will make these available as widely as we can. 

The Revd Professor Andrew Village, York St John University   
The Revd Canon Professor Leslie J. Francis, Visiting Professor York St John 
University       

https://tinyurl.com/ycsq9fy2
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Revd Pat Lodge found this newspaper cutting whilst carrying out a 
“pandemic sort-out”! 
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A huge Thank You and Well Done to our churches for once 
again paying our Parish Share in full in 2019! 
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Parish Notices 
 

From the June registers: 
 
 

Funerals: 
We pray for the families and friends of: 
 

Peter Bradshaw Mildred Marsden 
Jack Andrew Richard Anthony Littlewood 

 
here were no baptisms or weddings in June  
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Great, local, reliable and hard-working 
Domestic Cleaners. £13.45 per hour.  
 
 

Tel Angela Robbins 
Christ Church, Oldham Rd, Choir Member  

    07713 921676 
 
 

                                         Well Polished Tameside 

covering Tameside, Oldham, Glossop and Stockport 
 

http://www.well-polished.com/F039 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Free national phoneline bringing worship 
and prayer 

Government figures show that 2.5 million people 
aged 75 and above have never used the internet. And so, to help them, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, recently launched a free 
national phoneline to bring worship and prayer into the homes of those 
without access to the internet. 

Daily Hope, which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – offers 
music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from the 
Church of England.  
 

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 

CLERGY: (*usual day off) 
 

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)        
 The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL  330 2771 
 
Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate  (*Fri)            400 1556 
     
 
 
 

THE PARISH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD:  
Parish Warden:         Cath Sheldon 18 Essex Road, Debdale Park, Manchester   07702 137596 
Parish Warden:         Les Smith  20 Lowerbank, Denton                                        336 0904 
Warden Emeritus:    Enid Fisher 243 Mossley Road, Ashton                                   308 2795  
Chair of PCC:              Roger Farnworth The Vicarage, Westbury St, Ashton                              330 2771  
PCC Secretary:           Pat Lodge  250 Yew Tree Lane, Dukinfield              338 5303 
Safeguarding:            Moira Wilson        07854 536949 
PCC Treasurer:  Jan Ratcliffe   c/o The Vicarage, Westbury St, Ashton            330 2771 
Parish Magazine:       Roger Farnworth The Vicarage, Westbury St, Ashton                              330 2771 
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The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne 
 is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only  

Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor 

 

210 Stamford Street 

 

 
ashton@minutemanpress.com 

mailto:ashton@minutemanpress.com

