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Editorial
Some porters were hired to carry a group’s possessions on a trip through the jungle. The
pace quickly increased until the head porter called a halt: ‘We’ve come so far, so fast we
need to take a break and allow our souls to catch up with our bodies!’
How often do we feel like this? July is a month when many of us take a break. Jesus and his
disciples often took time to withdraw from the crowds: ‘because so many people were
coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, ‘Come with
me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.’ (Mark 6: 31,32).
Jesus saw how tired and stressed his disciples were and wanted to give them a break from
their busy lives. He loved them and cared about their wellbeing. He longs to do the same
with us, so we can restore the balance of work, rest and play in our lives. Going on holiday
or taking time off gives us an opportunity of letting go the burdens of everyday life and
renewing our rest in him. This enables us to entrust Jesus with our issues and concerns, as
we take time aside to declare a holy day or holiday!
The story is told of the aged Apostle John playing with doves. A passing hunter expressed
surprise at what a man as pious as John was doing. John pointed to the bow in the hunter’s
hand and asked him why he carried it with a loosened string. The hunter replied, ‘it loses its
strength unless it is given the chance to unbend’. John replied, ‘why are you surprised that
a servant of Christ should not relax to keep himself stronger for his work?’
If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!!
The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the
Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, for editorial
purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have any comments
to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 2771 or talk to a
member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made .
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The Parish Prayer
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow in
faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work together
to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches, and be relevant to
those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
www.goodshepherdashton.org

Registered Charity Number 1134826
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St Peter’s Pet Service
The Pet Service at St Peter’s church celebrated its 50th
Anniversary last year. The variety of animals that
attended was fantastic! We had dogs, hamsters, therapy
rats, guinea pigs, chickens, birds of prey and even snakes! Amazingly, Roger
ended up praying for the snakes and I prayed with some very cute dogs...
The service is to offer pet owners the opportunity to have their pet prayed
for and blessed. I’m sure St Francis of Assisi would support this as he
referred to animals as ‘brother sparrow’ and ‘sister rabbit’. His love and care
for nature and the environment is still very much shared and observed.
I do understand how strange it can sound. I think that for people who have
never had a pet, it will appear simply bizarre. But, for those of us who have
and have had pets, we know there is a deeper relationship than simply
picking up your dog’s poo or cleaning out the litter tray. Animals have
instincts and can provide companionship. This is evident with the use of
therapy animals. Many universities have events like ‘puppy day’. This is
during the exam period and, you guessed it!, a load of puppies are brought
into the campus to calm students and simply bring joy.
With all this in mind, I looked at the demographic of the St Peter’s Ward area
and noticed a large percentage of people live on their own. Having lived in
the area, I also noticed how many people had pets. Just because someone
lives alone, does not mean they must be lonely, but they could be.
Hopefully the pet service will provide a space where people with similar
interests and passions for animals can meet together. Owners of pets can
have them blessed and give thanks for the companionship that they share.
So please do come and show your support. Not for the service itself, but for
the purpose of the service. A community gathering with similar interests,
praying to grow stronger bonds together.
Revd Ben Brady
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Young Leaders from St. James’ Primary School
This year, St James’ Church of England Primary School in Ashton-UnderLyne took part in the Key Stage 2 Young Leaders Award (YLA) with 31
year five pupils. The YLA helps pupils learn key leadership skills, grow in
character and have practical opportunities to volunteer and help others
in their community.
The young leaders from St James’ took part in both personal and
community projects to empower them to ‘be the change they want to
see’ in their communities. Their personal projects included buying
homeless people lunch, putting their neighbours’ bins out, collecting
items to be donated to charity, helping parents to cook and clearing
rubbish from the streets in their community.
As part of the YLA, the young leaders also joined together to take part in
a community action project. With permission from the council, they took
over some local planters that the council could no longer afford to
maintain. They dug out the weeds, replaced the soil, planted bulbs and
waited for spring when the flowers bloomed. Now, many of the young
leaders walk past the planters in full blossom on their way to school every
day, clearing any rubbish to keep them looking tidy.
Along with the accumulated total of 250 hours of volunteering, the
young leaders raised nearly £1,000 for two local charities. One of the
charities the young leaders chose to support, was a hospice that had
sadly looked after the parents of two young leaders in the last year.
“We are so proud of what the
children have achieved. As well
as improving the community by
taking control of some uncaredfor planters near school, they
have also spent time organising
2 charity events and raised
almost £1,000 in doing so. The
support and interest that our
children have generated in
organising these events has
been great and we are so
excited to see where they can
go next with 'being the change they want to see'.”
Claire Stott, Teacher, St James’ Church of England Primary School
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Ask, Seek and Knock
"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it will be opened to you." (Luke 11:9)
Please choose a focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer. There is a prayer at
the end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your
prayers.
This month:


Please pray for our town centre here in Ashton. Pray that the
businesses prosper and that people can find work to support their
families. Pray also that the decision makers in the town make wise
decisions with compassion for all.

 Please pray for those who are stalwarts in our churches.
The term ‘Stalwart’ describes someone who is loyal and reliable,
hard-working and deeply committed to a cause, especially over a
long period of time.
Most churches would not function without a good number of
stalwarts because they are foundational people. They are the ones
we all rely on to do the jobs that need doing without fuss. They are
always there and we can depend on them, but it is easy to take them
for granted. And that is the danger.
Please stop, think and pray for a moment about the stalwarts you
know. Who are they? How can you encourage and appreciate them?
And if you are a stalwart yourself, don’t undervalue your
contribution. You are vital to your church’s stability.


Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill or
in need of God’s healing touch at this time. Please pray for God to
heal them, take away pain, get rid of any illness and to bring them
comfort.

Lord, we offer you our prayers. Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and
help us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.
Amen
*****************************************************
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What’s On?
16th Ashton Brownies

Café Church at
St James’ Church

16th Ashton Brownies meet at
St Gabriel's Church on Mondays
from 6.30 till 8.00 pm.
They have new leaders and have
some places available for girls
between the ages of 7 and 10 years.
Please contact
Sharon Oldham 07795957114
Chloe Hammond 07450572303
if your child is interested in joining.

Wednesday 10th July 1.45pm
Informal worship with
tea, coffee and a chat.
Everyone is welcome

Scouts Please!

3rd Ashton Scout Group are looking for
new members ages 101/2yrs to 14yrs.
We meet every Tuesday
at 7.15pm to 9.00pm
at St James Church.
For more information contact Tina
Group Scout Leader - 07411773336
or tina@dah.co.uk

Picnic in the Park and
Inter-Churches Rounders
Tournament
1.00pm Sunday 7th July
King George’s Park
(near Georgie Porgie’s Café)

St James church would like to invite
other churches to join them for this
St Michael’s Church
Contemporary worship with prayer family event. Hopefully you will have
rounders’ team to take part in the
for Tameside and Ashton,
fun. Ideally for this event the team
with other churches in Tameside
should consist of 9 players of mixed
6.30pm on the 1st Sunday
ages and gender. Please bring own
of each month
picnics, chairs, blankets, etc.
The next will be 7th July

Sunday Evening Service
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A Place of Welcome

St Peter’s Church

St Gabriel's Church open their doors
Designated Red Cross
every Monday morning from 9.30 till
Drop-in Centre
12.00 to invite people from the community
For
Refugees
and Asylum Seekers
in to our building to enjoy a free drink and
refreshments. This is not just for church
Thursdays 10.00am – 2.00pm
members but for everybody in the
The Red Cross will be providing
neighbourhood who would like to come
grants to Refugees and Asylum
along.
Seekers who meet eligibility
We hope that people will come along to
requirements. Also providing
socialise and just enjoy each other's
ESOL classes;
company. During the morning we aim to
a hub for other organisation such
provide simple entertainment such as a
quiz sheet, some armchair aerobics, bingo,
as NHS, Action Together etc;
craft activities etc. We are sure that some
and a signposting service to
of you may even have your own skills to
other organisations.
share!
Refreshments available
However, none of these are obligatory All are welcome!
you may prefer to just sit and chat - and
that is perfectly fine! There is no charge
for anything – all welcome!
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

St James’ Summer Fair
Saturday 13th July
12.00noon to 3.00pm
Lots of stalls, raffles, and fun events:
Egg and Spoon Races,
Football Dribbling, Skittle Alley,
Boules Competition
Refreshments, including
Strawberry Cream Teas.
Come and join the fun!
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Find us
on:

Elite Care Services (UK) Ltd is dedicated to providing home care support and
palliative care services within the client’s own home – Promoting independence
and choice always. Our dedicated team is available to meet your care needs 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.
Our Services
 End of Life Care
 Personal Care Support
 Meal preparation
 Medication reminders
 Sitting and Support Service
 Cleans and Domestic Support
 Laundry Support
 Shopping
 Grave Guardians
 Appointment attendance
 Rest & Recuperation Support

Elite Care Services (UK) Ltd is different
Our home visits are one hour in duration, no less. Our services are client centred
to provide home help for people who need daily assistance and support. It is our
aim to enable you or your loved one to live both comfortably, safely and
independently within your own home.
Elite Care Services (UK) Ltd recognise that having the very best Community Care
Workers is central to our success. Passionate, enthusiastic and full of a ‘can do’
positivity, our Community Care Workers consistently deliver quality care, all
tailored to the specific needs of our clients.
Contact us today to discuss your care requirements.

Registered Manager – Hayley Penkett
0161 850 3306
45 Knowl Street, Stalybridge, Cheshire SK15 3AW
hayley@elitecarecheshire.co.uk

www.elitecarecheshire.co.uk
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St Gabriel’s Walk of Witness
After hitting social media by storm at last
year's Walks of Witness with St Gabriel's
Church, the local community were wondering how
Rev Ben Brady would follow up on his famous
moves and grooves which went viral. This year,
following his appointment as Chaplain to the
Mayor of Tameside, Rev Ben was able to reach
out for a support act. He invited the Mayor, Cllr
Leigh Drennan and his Consort, Mr Cory James
to join St Gabriel's on their walk to St
Michael's Church and was able, once more to
make people notice that the church is still very
much alive!
Although the weather was miserable,
the spirits of the faithful church
members and the very wet Dobcross
Youth Band were lifted as the leaders
out in front performed some impressive
choreography to the music - completely
unrehearsed but extremely impressive
and entertaining. The sun shone only
some of the time - but the spirit was
strong throughout!
Photos and videos hit social media quickly
and have been viewed by thousands of
people and shared several times over. The
annual Whit Walks tradition is at risk of
dying out completely - but we are grateful
to Rev Ben, our young and enthusiastic
Mayor and St Gabriel's Church, Ashtonunder-Lyne for making sure that we are
still walking with pride and are getting
noticed in our community for doing so.
Sandra Kiy
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Could this be a topic for discussion at your DCC?

Torch Trust celebrates 60 years
of ministry to those with
partial or full sight loss
When Torch Trust was born 60 years ago, a vision burned to see God’s Word
in action, to enable all with partial or full sight loss to be fully able to play
their part in a Christian community and to grow in faith.
250 people daily in the UK receive a diagnosis of sight loss. The impact on
their sight – and everything else – is life-changing and a challenge that
deserves a kingdom response, ensuring that isolation and loneliness is not
the reality in Christian communities, although so often this is the case.
Torch’s time of celebration will mark the official launch of their Sight Loss
Friendly Church initiative. Torch wants to connect with 50,000 churches
across the UK; equipping them with resources and free expert advice,
ensuring that every person living with sight loss is provided with the
opportunity to grow in faith. Torch’s website and team of advisors offer
online resources, training and workshops, to help churches include all with
sight loss.
Torch invites churches and individuals to visit its website
www.sightlossfriendlychurch.org.uk and consider how they would like to
get involved.
(Editor: This website has some very helpful ideas and resources)
///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

1st Aid for Animals
Dr Emma Griffiths is coming to our Annual Pet Service,
2.30pm at St Peter’s Church on Sunday 14th July
If you are interested in learning about giving your pet 1st aid,
pleasecome along with your pet and have a chat with Emma.
Alternatively, you can contact her via www.Berryfieldpress.co.uk
or on 01457 601671
If there is sufficient interest, she will run courses locally for us.
There is a free 1st Aid Kit with each course
and discounts off human and animal acupressure courses.
11

St Gabriel's Place of Welcome Open Day
Monday 10th June 2019
To celebrate Tameside's Volunteers Week, the Place of Welcome
were given a grant by Action Together. This was given to allow us to
hold an Open Day event which may encourage people in the
community to come along to see what we do.
The day was a success and led to a couple of people offering to help
us and we have also gained new members at our Monday morning
sessions. We enjoyed activities such as Bingo, Yoga, African
drumming and hand massages followed by a lovely buffet lunch with
entertainment from a singer.
Sandra Kiy
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July 2019 - Parish Sunday Services
3rd Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 7th July

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael

Holy Communion + Baptism
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Baptism & Service of the Word
Holy Communion + Baptism

4th Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 14th July

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St. Gabriel
St Michael
St Peter
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

5th Sunday after Trinity

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St. James
St Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael

Family Communion
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Sunday 21st July

*********************************************************

UNITED PARISH SERVICES DURING JULY/AUGUST
Sunday Morning services will be at
10.30am as follows:
28th
4th
11th
18th
25th

July
August
August
August
August

St. Michael’s
Holy Trinity
St. James’
St. Peter’s
St. Gabriel’s

Mid-week Services
11.00am Thursdays at St. Michael's
each week
4.00pm Thursdays at Holy Trinity
each week

Sunday Afternoons at 4.00pm
28th July
St. James’
th
11 August St. James’
25th August St. James’
Normal services will resume on Sunday 1st September 2019
13

What a cup of coffee can do
for the elderly

Book Review:
Retired and Inspired: making
the most of our latter years

Here is a curious thing: even just one
cup of coffee a day can reduce the
risk of an elderly person falling – by
up to a third.

By Wendy Billington, BRF, £8.99

This book is a Christian view of
retirement. Attitudes to retirement
vary, and in this book Wendy
Billington draws on her pastoral skills
and life experience to ask the
question: what is a Christian view of
retirement?

A recent study of thousands of older
patients from the UK and Spain has
found that even small amounts of
coffee are enough to make them
steadier on their feet.
That is good news for many elderly
folk, as about one in three people
over 65 will have at least one fall a
year, and half will fall frequently. This
is because older people can suffer
balance problems, weaker muscles,
dementia or low blood pressure.

If we believe that life is a gift from
God, should we not be viewing
retirement as part of an integrated
whole and see our latter years as part
of God’s plan? This book is intended
for all to read: individuals preparing
for retirement and in their retirement
years as well as their families, friends,
befrienders, carers and professionals.

The study was
done at a
university in
Madrid. All in all, it
costs the NHS
£2.3billion a year
to treat and care
for elderly patients
who suffer a fall.

Written in two sections, ‘Uprooting
the weeds’ and ‘Sowing the seeds’, it
includes questions for group
discussion at the end of each chapter,
followed by a meditative thought for
the day and a closing prayer.

School End of Year Services
Monday

22nd July

2.00pm Hurst Knoll St James St James’ Church

Wednesday 24th July

9.30am

Parochial School

St Michael’s Church

Thursday

25th July

9.30am

St Peter’s School

St Peter’s Church

Thursday

25th July

9.30am

St James’ School

St James’ Church

Friday

26th July

9.30am

Holy Trinity School

Holy Trinity Church
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I have been looking through old photos and came across these from Holy Trinity
Ashton. The one with a lot of children in I think may have been Robin Hood. My
uncle is on the back row 3rd from the right. Think it was about mid - late 1940s.
The other photo was Principles don't know which show I can name a few on this one
starting front left Walter Booth, Margaret Rexstraw, my mum Sylvia Hallas not
sure of the next person, then Dorothy Nevitt. The lady peering through the middle
is Margaret Marsland. Back row left Jim Marsland not sure of the others.
Of course this was before my time.

Judith Hilton
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Billy on Prayer
“We may not fully understand why God connects His work so closely with
prayer – but He does.
Yes, He could do anything He wants to do, but one of the things He wants to
do is use our prayers to accomplish His work. Through prayer we draw closer
to God and through prayer God uses us to intercede for others who are in
need.
If the Lord Jesus Christ felt the need of spending time in prayer, how much
more should we feel the need of drawing closer to God in prayer!
Remember, however, that prayer is not just asking God for things. We should
worship and praise Him in prayer. We should thank God for all His blessings in
prayer and also we should confess our sins to Him. Most of all, remember that
prayer is possible because Jesus Christ has reconciled us to God by His death on
the cross. If you have never turned to Christ, the most important prayer you
will ever make – and one you need to make now – is the prayer inviting Jesus
Christ to come into your life”
Dr Billy Graham (submitted by Barry Bowden)
Oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Well said!……….
An actor’s a guy who, if you ain’t talking about him, ain’t listening.
– Marlon Brando
Classical music: The kind you “keep on hoping will turn into a tune.”
– Kin Hubbard
Music – the only universal tongue.
– Anon
Sleep is an excellent way of listening to an opera.

– James Stephens

Give me a laundry list and I will set it to music.

– Gioacchino Antonio

Oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Sky at night
The scientific theory I like best is that the rings of
Saturn are composed entirely of lost airline luggage.
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Parish Notices
From the June registers:

Baptisms:
We give thanks with the families of:
Willow Paige Frost
(May)
Charlie Peter John Barnett

Kiela Rose McCann-Blatchley

Weddings:
There were no weddings in June

Funerals:
We pray with the family of:
David Buckley
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Too grand a piano
The story is told how after the concert hall at Broadcasting House was
built there was doubt whether the door would admit a concert grand. “Try
it,” said somebody. But the musical director objected on the ground that if
his beautiful Bechstein got stuck it would be damaged. So they instructed
the carpenter to take measurements and make an exact replica in
plywood. This was done, and then they found they couldn’t get the model
out of the carpenter’s shop. (from Alexander Donald)
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Great, local, reliable and hard-working
Domestic Cleaners. £13.45 per hour.
Tel Angela Robbins
Christ Church, Oldham Rd, Choir Member
07713 921676

Well Polished Tameside
covering Tameside, Oldham, Glossop and Stockport

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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CONTACT DETAILS
CLERGY:

(*usual day off)

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)
The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL

330 2771

Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate (*Fri)

400 1556

For Banns, Weddings contact Revd Roger Farnworth 330 2771

Items for the Magazine: Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the
15th July for inclusion in the next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18.
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210 Stamford Street

ashton@minutemanpress.com

The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne
is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor
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