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Editorial
Last month we said farewell to our friends Revd Rob Fox and his wife Louisa - this
month we welcome a new Curate to our parish – Fr Jules Mambu! He joins us at a
busy time of the year when we celebrate Harvest and look forward to All Saints and
All Soul. Our Harvest theme this year is End Hunger UK and we are supporting the
Magic Breakfast project, which offers breakfasts to children at schools with more
than 35% free school meals entitlement. How sad that even today so many children
in this country are hungry and under nourished.
There are also some fun events this month, including an interesting talk about bees,
those clever insects that work so very hard to produce honey - which leads us on to
a very important birthday, Winnie the Pooh is 90! Plus for the first time we have a
Light Party - !!
If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!!
The views expressed in articles in the magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the
Parish of The Good Shepherd. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you
have any comments to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330
2771 or talk to a member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made .
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The Parish Prayer
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow
in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work
together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches,
and be relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Registered Charity Number 1134826

www.goodshepherdashton.co.uk
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“All shall be well, and all shall
be well and all manner of thing
shall be well.”
I love this quote from Julian of Norwich! It's
one I think about a lot. I have certainly found
her words to be a real support over the past
three years. It's a sort of spiritual version of
those popular mugs with "Keep calm and carry
on" printed on the side.
So who was this very wise woman that gave us a spiritual anchor to cling to
when the going gets tough?
She was an English anchoress - a woman who had set herself apart for God
and who lived, for the latter part of her life, isolated, in a cell. Julian was
born around 1342 and her actual name isn't known. She was called Julian
because her cell was built onto the wall of the Church of St Julian in
Norwich. When she was 30, and living at home, Julian suffered from a
serious illness. The last rites were administered and Julian began to lose
her sight and felt physically numb. Over the next few hours she had a
series of 16 visions of Christ. She eventually recovered from her illness
and set her visions down.
In later years she began to write a theological exploration of the meaning
of the visions. Her book, Revelations of Divine Love, is the first book in the
English language known to have been written by a woman. She served as a
counsellor and advisor to the people Norwich until her death in about 1416.
A remarkable woman of her time.
But how, you may ask, was Julian able to counsel and advise people when she
shut herself away from the world? How could someone in that position
know what was going on in the lives of the people who were living such in
vastly different way from her own? I believe it was because she was rooted
and grafted in her Lord. It seems clear that she firmly believed in the
power of prayer and in God's guidance to enable her to give answers to
those who came to her for advice.
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Prayer - that heartfelt request for help or an expression of thanks to God.
Through prayer, we acknowledge God's power and goodness towards us as
well as recognise our own neediness and dependence on him. It is the
deepest expression of our confidence and trust in the God who created us
and who shapes our lives.
Our prayers may not appear to be answered in the way that we hope, or in
the timescale that we want, but we can have faith that they will be
answered in the way that God knows is right for us and at the time of his
choosing. Of course, it's hard when we don't feel that our prayers have
been answered. It's difficult to keep calm and carry on when
circumstances seem to conspire against us. And that's when we need
something to hang onto - a few words to settle our minds and to remind us
to have faith. Julian gives us them. No matter what the heartbreak, the
sadness, the anxiety or the confusion that faces us, all will be well because
we are cherished by God and we can faithfully rest in his love.
And finally, a thought for the end of this month - How is being a Christian
like a Hallow'een Pumpkin light?
God picks you from the patch, brings you in, and washes all
the dirt off you. He cuts off the top and scoops out all
the yucky stuff. He removes the seeds of doubt, hate,
greed etc . . . and then he carves you a smiling face and
puts his light inside you to shine for all the world to see.
In love and prayer,
Pat

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Welcome to our new Curate!
We wish a welcome to Fr. Jules Mambu, who
will be serving a 3 year curacy in the Parish
of the Good Shepherd.
His day to day supervision will be by Rachel.
His licensing will be on Sunday 23rd October
at St. Michael's but he will be working in the
parish with effect from Sunday 11th September.
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Ask, Seek and Knock
"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it will be opened to you." (Luke 11:9)
Please choose one focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer. There is a prayer at
the end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your
prayers.
This month:


Please pray for our Harvest appeal, with financial gifts going
towards the End Hunger UK campaign and the good work of
the 'Magic Breakfast' project which aims to provide healthy
breakfasts to children who otherwise would go to school
hungry.



Please pray for our town, for it to be a prosperous place
where people can find work and provide for their families, for
it to be a safe place where people do not feel afraid, for it to
be a welcoming place where people feel accepted.



As winter approaches please pray for those who don't have a
home. In our own country, for those who sleep on the streets
or in shelters, and around the world for the refugees who
have had to flee their own homes and now live in temporary
accommodation. Pray for them to be able to find places that
they can call home.



Please pray for God to heal those that you know who are ill or
in pain. Pray also for those carers, doctors and nurses who
work so diligently in our hospitals, care homes and
rehabilitation centres. Pray for God's blessing to be on them.

Lord, we offer you our prayers. Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and
help us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.
Amen
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Gardener Alan digs the
Real Advent Calendar

Advent Calendars have been sold,
which means over a million people
have read the Real Advent
Calendar Christmas story, many for
the first time. This year the story is
illustrated by award winning artist
Alida Massari and includes
activities and challenges.

Alan Titchmarsh has welcomed the
launch of the 2016 Real Advent
Calendar, describing it as 'a great
idea'. Each Real Advent Calendar
comes with a free 28 page copy of
the Christmas story in the box, 24
Fairtrade chocolates and sales of
the calendar support charitable
causes.

From the charitable donations, the
calendar has helped equip a baby
clinic in Kenya and supported
charities such as Traidcraft
Exchange and The Children’s
Society.

David Marshall, from The
Meaningful Chocolate Company
which makes the calendars, said:
"Three years ago we saw survey
research which showed that
knowledge of the Christmas story
was fading. Among 5-7 year olds,
36% didn’t know whose birthday
was celebrated at Christmas.

Alan Titchmarsh said: "The Real
Advent Calendar is a great idea.
Not only does it raise money for
good causes and is made from
Fairtrade Chocolate but is also tells
the Christmas story."

“Among adults, less than 12% knew
the full nativity story and 51% said
that the birth of Jesus was
irrelevant to their Christmas. As a
result of this survey we launched
The Real Advent Calendar hoping
to help adults and children engage
with the Christmas story for the
full 24 days of Advent.”

Delivery is free on orders of at
least one case of 18 calendars if
made by 1st November. Schools
receive a 10% discount for each
case ordered in October. Free
resources for schools and
churches are also available online.
Visit www.realadvent.co.uk

More than half a million Real
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Winnie the Pooh – a much loved bear
Winnie-the-Pooh was born 90
years ago this month, on 14
October, 1926 – in the sense
that this was the date on which
the world-famous children’s book
by A. A. Milne was first
published.

in an area recognisable as
Ashdown Forest in Sussex, have
been translated into many
languages, including a Latin
version, Winnie ille Pu.
Though naive and somewhat
literal-minded, honey-loving
Pooh composes songs and
hums and comes up with
unexpected solutions to
problems. He also invents
the game Poohsticks. He
has been recommended to
Christians for his love
toward his friends, such as
Piglet, Tigger, Kanga and
Rabbit – all modelled on
Christopher Robin’s soft toys.

Technically, Winnie-thePooh, also called Pooh
Bear, is a fictional
anthropomorphic teddy
bear hero of a number of
books, always illustrated
by E H Shepard, who
therefore gave Pooh his
distinctive shape in the
mind of the reader.
To his many admirers, Pooh is
the wise, kind and loving
companion they always wanted –
a bear of very little brain and
with many faults, but whose
heart is always in the right
place.

Examples of Pooh’s wisdom are
widely quoted. His refusal to let
Piglet worry him can be seen as
deeply Christian:
“Supposing a tree fell down,
Pooh, while we were underneath
it?”
“Supposing it didn’t,” said Pooh
after careful thought.

The Pooh stories, written
originally for the author’s only
son, Christopher Robin, and set

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A Prayer for Children
Loving God,
your Son told his disciples to become like little children.
Lead us to work for the welfare and protection of all young people.
May we respect their dignity that they may flourish in life,
Following the example of the same Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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What’s happening?
St. Michael’s
Open Days

Café Church
at Costa Coffee, Ashton
3pm – 4pm
Sunday 16th October

St. Michael’s is open
every Thursday from
10.30am to 3.00pm
The Eucharist will
take place as usual at
11.00am Thursdays

Parish “Light Party”
We are planning a Parish "Light Party" at St Peters Church
on Sat 29th October at 5pm until 7pm.
A night of fun, dancing, and a celebration of light. £1 a
head on the door and please bring food to share. Any
donations of paper tableware, glow sticks, adult volunteers,
and food are most welcome.
Please contact
Amy Sheridan 07879 880208
Cath Sheldon 231 5339
Ruth Summers 339 0346
for more information.

Café Church at
St James’ Church
Wednesday 12th October at 1.45pm
Everyone is welcome to join us for
informal worship, coffee, cake & a chat
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Bee Keeping Talk
6.30pm Wednesday 19th October
St James’ Church
A bee keeper will be giving a talk and slide show about these
pollinators and honey makers. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Refreshments afterwards.
The uniformed organisations will also be attending. (This talk
may help them to gain a badge!)

‘Colours’ Fashion Show
7.30pm Friday 25th November
St Gabriel’s Church
Lots of bargains from High Street brands with up to 50% or more off
the retail price. (Including M&S, Top Shop, Coast, Asos, Phase Eight,
River Island, Planet, French Connection and more!)
Tickets on sale from Sandra Kiy 07740 766687

Harvest Event
At St. George's Hyde 6pm to 9pm
Saturday 15th October
The theme for Harvest this year is 'End Hunger UK', a campaign to
remind the government of a promise to end hunger in the UK by 2020. A
lot of charities are involved with this. We have chosen one of these for
our monetary donations at Harvest to be sent to "Magic Breakfast". Gifts
of food will go as usual to the place our churches support.
You can find out more about Magic Breakfast at
http://www.magicbreakfast.com
It is a charity that provides breakfasts for schools which
have more than 35% free school meals entitlement. They
already do this for 25 schools in the Manchester area.
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Saint for the Month - Denys of Paris – why
losing your head is not always a bad thing
Have you ever held your head in your hands and
felt that events were against you? Then Denys is
the saint for you. This Christian martyr knew all
about holding his head in his hands when times
got rough.
According to Gregory of Tours, Denys was an Italian bishop who
became the first bishop of Paris. Along with five other bishops, he had
been sent by the Pope to convert all of Gaul. Denys reached Paris, where
the common people welcomed him, and his preaching was met with great
popular success. In time he even went on to establish a Christian centre
on an island in the Seine. That was the beginning of Christianity in Paris.
However, Gaul was still under Roman rule, and trouble began for Denys
when in the year 250 the Emperor Decius issued an unusual Roman
imperial edict. All the citizens of the empire were required to sacrifice to
the Emperor in order to prove their loyalty to the old ways. Once they
had sacrificed, they could obtain a libellous (certificate) to prove they
had complied. This sacrifice was of course out of the question for any
Christian, and Denys and several leading Christians in Paris refused.
Soon Denys, along with a priest called Rusticus and a deacon called
Eleutherius, were imprisoned and beheaded.
So loved had Denys been by the people that stories soon sprang up about
how he had then picked up his head and carried it for ten kilometres,
preaching a sermon as he walked. Today you can see a statue
commemorating this unusual (!) event in the crypt of the Roman Catholic
Basilica of Denys in Paris.
**********************************************

Milk Notes
From now on please leave two pints every other day and one pint on the
days in between, except for Wednesday and Saturday – when I don’t want
any milk. Thank you.
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King John and the Crown Jewels
October 1216 was a bad month for King John.
Much of his country was under the control of
Louis VIII of France, the barons had forced him
to sign the Magna Carta, he was ill with
dysentery and he was on the road, carrying his
crown jewels with him.
Attempting to reach Newark Castle from Bishop’s
Lynn (now King’s Lynn), he lost all his treasure to
the incoming tide on the Wash – then a huge
area of marsh and bog – which swamped his
wagons and drowned many of his soldiers. He himself escaped (either
because he took a different route or because he fled the tide
successfully), but died from his illness days later, on 19th October.
The jewels have never been found, partly because the Wash area is
very different 800 years on, with the course of rivers having been
altered substantially. King John himself has never had a good
reputation, but the Magna Carta, which he was forced to sign in
1215, survived miraculously to become the bedrock of English law.
During much of his troubled 17-year reign, John was in dispute with
the Pope over control of the English church, with the result that the
Pope placed England under Interdict in 1208 (suspending services
and prohibiting Christian burial) and eventually excommunicated
John.
Though skilled to a degree in administration, John was suspicious by
nature, with (some say) near-paranoid tendencies. Following his
death, the Pope restored the English church to its traditional status.
======================================

It’s all in the past

65 years ago:- on 26th Oct 1951 that Winston Churchill became British Prime
Minister for the second time.
60 years ago:- on 29th Oct 1956 (to 7th Nov) that the Suez Crisis took place
when Israel invaded Egypt in attempt to regain Western control of the Suez Canal.
Britain and France joined the invasion, but were forced to withdraw by the UN,
USA and USSR. Prime Minister Anthony Eden resigned, and many commentators
consider the crisis the end of Britain’s role as a major world power.
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St Francis
4th October is the feast day of St Francis of Assisi. When Francis
came to God people thought he had gone mad and even his
own father disowned him. But Francis’ simple way of life soon attracted others.
He and his companions went out to preach two by two. Unlike the preachers and
priests that people were used to, they wore sackcloth and went barefoot. They
were different in other ways too; they lived a very simple life and celebrated God’s
creation.
And to Francis all of God's creation was equally important. In one famous story a
wolf had been eating people. The town wanted to kill the wolf but Francis talked
the wolf into never killing again. And the townspeople made sure that the wolf
always had plenty to eat.
Even blindness did not discourage Francis’ spirit when he wrote his beautiful
‘Canticle of the Sun’ praising God through the miracle of His creation. Francis
died aged only 45, worn out with years of poverty and wandering.

Swim, Fish, Swim
How do you make a paper fish swim? Cut a fish shape from a sheet of
ordinary writing paper. Make it 10-12cm long, and decorate it making
sure that the colours won’t run when the fish gets wet. In the centre of the
fish’s body cut a small circle and then a very narrow slit from the tail to
the circle.
Now, keeping its surface dry, gently lay the
fish on the surface of a bath or large bowl of
water and carefully place a few drops of
cooking oil into the central hole. The oil will
expand through the slit and drive the fish
through the water.



What’s black and white and goes round and round?
A zebra stuck in a revolving door.
Why did the homeless turtle cross the road?
To get to the Shell station.
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Dates for your Diary
Thursday

6th October

Sunday

9th October

Friday

14th October

8.30am Macmillan Coffee Morning until 11.30am
at St James’ Church

Saturday

29th October

5.00pm Parish Light Party at St Peter’s Church

7.30pm Deanery Mission and Pastoral Committee
meet at St Lawrence Denton
Harvest Festival

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

I Just Called to Say Hello
A visiting preacher a few years ago at a Thursday morning
service told this story in his sermon, which I have always
remembered. I will try to remember the details as
accurately as possible!
Church Elders/Congregation witness a young, unkempt man going into
the Church at the same time every week, after everyone had left, then
hurriedly scuttling away.
Being suspicious regarding his purpose, they decided to wait for him one
week and quietly entered church after him to watch his movements.
They witnessed the young man kneeling at the altar, bowing his head in
reverence and saying “Hello Jesus, I am Paul and I have just called to
say Hello.”
Several weeks elapsed with no-one seeing the man again. They tried to
track him down and found that he had been living in a nearby hostel,
but had died a few weeks earlier.
As stories unfolded, apparently he had become very happy and
peaceful over the last few weeks before his death, as he was at his
death.
His last words were that Jesus had come to visit him and said “Hello Paul,
I am Jesus and I have just called to say Hello.”
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Humility

-

Barry Bowden

A very personal and humbling experience, just like
unconditional love, humility enables us to be better than we
are as a person, a Christian, and thereby being more God
purpose-driven, seeing beyond ourselves and recognising how important
we all are to God and each other. Without humility, we cannot love,
care, serve, wash feet etc. We could at least try to follow Jesus’s
example in any way we can.
The worst in us does not define who we are, but we should always try to
be as Christ-like as possible in thought word and deed. The first shall be
last, and the last shall be first.
To believe in God is the most important decision for any one of us to
make, and it must be a decision made of our own free will – but to do so
requires humility and a contrite heart.
The ultimate example of humility and unconditional love was Jesus’s
death on the cross and everything leading up to that moment. We will
never be perfect as Jesus was and no-one can be responsible for the
problems of the whole world and modern life – we are children of God
and our trials and tribulations are many.
However, as much as we need God in our lives, we also need each
other. Jesus came to serve and we need to follow his example. We are
responsible for our own behaviour, no-one else’s, so can we try to lead
by example?
Humility always.
Barry
////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Wear out
Three little boys were bragging about how tough they
were. "I'm so tough," said the first boy, "that I can
wear out a pair of shoes in a week." "Well," said the
second little boy, "I'm so tough, I can wear out a pair of
jeans in a day."
"That's nothing," said the third boy. "When my parents take me to see
my grandma and grandpa, I can wear them out in just one hour."
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Ensuring the church is a safe place for all
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin
Welby, has contributed the foreword to
a special safeguarding edition of
Crucible, the journal of Christian social
ethics, saying the Church must be
“compassionate and attentive to those
who have been abused and sinned
against”.

stressed how we must continue to
invest in the future. “Where people
have been abused we must respond
well and not try to brush things under
the carpet. How we respond can give
confidence about present practice.
“I genuinely have some concern that
so much time, energy and expenditure
is being put into ‘the past’ that the
present might be at risk of being
compromised and the future
inadequately invested in. We must
respond well to the past but we must
also ensure the present is the best that
it can be.”

His foreword begins: “When I became
Archbishop I knew that the whole issue
of the Safeguarding of Children and
Vulnerable adults would be an
important area to be addressed, but
had mistakenly believed that the major
changes needed in outlook had already
been achieved. “However, it very
quickly became apparent that this
would have to be an area of major
concern. Not only were some of the
measures already taken only a
beginning, the proper response
to survivors and the
embedding of a proper culture
of safeguarding in every part of
the Church still had a very long
way to go.”

Bishop Paul also spoke about the
importance of engaging with survivors:
“One of the deepest learnings
personally has been through
engaging with survivors. I am
deeply grateful to all those who
have openly shared with me.”
The Bishop of Bath and Wells, Peter
Hancock, who is taking on the role
said: “It is an enormous privilege and
challenge to be taking this on safeguarding must be everyone’s
responsibility as it is about the
wellbeing of everyone. I am indebted
to the leadership and commitment
shown by Bishop Paul and recognise
the immense changes that have already
taken place. But we must never be
complacent and must work with and
walk alongside survivors for whom the
effects of abuse can be lifelong.”

The Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, has
reflected on the past six years as he
hands over the role of lead
safeguarding bishop. “The core base of
all church safeguarding is the work
done in our parishes: this is where
safeguarding is worked out every day
of the week, and all church policies and
practices have to be designed for this.”
Along with the importance of
safeguarding in the local church, he
15

Parish Notices
Baptisms:
We give thanks with the family and friends of:
August:

Lola Annie Stacey

September:

Jaxson Hassall

Henry James Collins

Weddings:
There were no weddings in September

Funerals:
We pray with the family and friends of:
Marion Parkinson

Clifford Bent

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Prayer of trust in God’s Word.
Father,
Thank you for your written Word to us in the Bible, inspired and interpreted by
your Holy Spirit. Thank you that from beginning to end it reveals Jesus, the living
Word, sent by you to rescue us from the mess of selfishness and disobedience. May
we treasure your revelation to us and allow you to guide us by it through the
confusion and pain of this world, confident that your Word is unchanging and
powerful and trustworthy.
In Jesus name, Amen.
By Daphne Kitching
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Great, local, reliable and hardworking domestic Cleaners. £11.95
per hour. Tel Angela Robbins
07713 921676 Well Polished AUL
http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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October 2016 - Parish Sunday Services
19th Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 2nd October

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael

Holy Communion + Baptism
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Morning Prayer + Baptism
Holy Communion + Baptism

20th Sunday after Trinity 9.30am
Sunday 9th October
9.30am
Harvest Festival
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St. Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of the Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

21st Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 16th October

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St. James
St Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael

Family Communion
Holy Communion+Junior Church
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Last Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 23rd October

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

St James
St Gabriel
St Peter
St Michael
St James

Holy Communion
All Age Service of The Word
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

4th Sunday before Advent 9.30am St James
Sunday 30th October
9.30am St. Gabriel
11.00am St. Peter
11.00am St. Michael
4.00pm St James

Holy Communion
Family Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
St James on Sunday Afternoon

Regular Weekday Services
Tuesday:

12.15pm St Peter’s
Morning Prayer/Holy Communion
(followed by optional bring and share lunch)

Wednesday:
1.30pm St. James
(except 2nd Wed of the month)
Thursday:

11.00am
4.00pm

Holy Communion

St. Michael Holy Communion
Holy Trinity Evening Prayer
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CONTACT DETAILS
CLERGY: (*usual day off)

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)
The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL
Revd Rachel Battershell, Team Vicar (*Mon)
2a Hutton Avenue, Ashton OL6 6QY
Revd George Reeves, Team Curate (*Fri)
1 Windmill Lane, Denton M34 3RN
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330 2771
292 3224
336 1850
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Items for the Magazine:
Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the 15th October for inclusion in
the next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18.

The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne
is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor
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