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Editorial 
This month we remember St Luke (18th October), the author of the third Gospel and Book of 
Acts. Throughout his writing Luke makes clear that the good news of salvation is available to all 
people regardless of their gender, social position or nationality. It is believed that Luke was a 
doctor, so he sees the importance of healing in the ministry of Jesus and the Church. The signs of 
the presence of God’s kingdom include the healing of sickness, hurts, as well as unforgiveness. 
This is evident when Jesus sends out the 72 in Luke 10, a reading for St Luke’s Day: 
‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send 
out workers into his harvest field…When you enter a town and are welcomed eat what is set 
before you. Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you.’’ (Luke 
10:2,8). What challenges do we find in these verses? 
Firstly Luke, as a Gentile (a non-Jew) recognises the revolutionary way outsiders are welcomed 
into the faith community eg Zacchaeus (Luke 19) and Cornelius (Acts 10). How can we engage 
with those who are outside the community of faith? We have to avoid the tendency to regard 
ourselves as insiders! As we reach out to those who are ready to welcome the gospel, we have 
an opportunity to share good news and healing in the name of Jesus. 
Secondly, as an Evangelist, Luke wants us to share the love of Jesus with all those we 
encounter.  However, as these verses indicate, this has got to be rooted in prayer, if we are 
going to be led by God in our response to others. ‘Mission is seeing what God is doing and 
joining in’ (Rowan Williams). 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those 
of the Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, 
for editorial purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you 
have any comments to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 
0161 330 2771 or talk to a member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are 
made. 
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                           The Parish Prayer 
 Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to 
grow in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we 

can work together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our 
churches, and be relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.      Amen. 
 

www.goodshepherdashton.org            Registered Charity Number 1134826 

http://www.goodshepherdashton.org/
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As ye sow, so shall ye reap!             
 
Here is a verse about sowing and 
reaping! 
 

Don't delude yourself: God is not to 
be fooled; whatever someone sows, 
that is what they will reap. (Gal.6:7) 
 

"Summer and winter, and 
springtime and harvest" - I guess 
that's a line from a hymn that we 
may all think of when we hear  
words like 'sowing' and 'reaping'. 
Harvest Festivals give us an annual  
opportunity – particularly as we do 
not live in the country, close to real 
agriculture - to remember that our 
'daily bread' does not just magically 
appear on supermarket shelves. 
There is an easy temptation to fall 
into - to take fresh food for granted. 
It is important, therefore, hat we 
remind ourselves of our blessed 
good fortune to be living when and 
where we do, and to give thanks to 
God. 
 
But our bounty comes at a cost, and 
the 'sowing' and 'reaping' that Paul 
writes about are far more serious 
than merely literal ‘sowing’ and 
‘reaping’.  
 
What are we doing to the planet, in 
our demand for all-year-round 
access to our favourite fruit and 
vegetables? What is the real price of 
ready-washed lettuce, for the 
low-paid labourers, the finite water 

supply, and our 
carbon footprint? 
I was reading 
some old parish magazines very 
recently. Some of you will 
remember Fr. Alec Mitchell, who is 
now retired and living on Anglesey. 
 
In quite a prophetic article in our 
Parish Magazine in October 2006 he 
wrote: “The politics and economics 
of food production are murky, 
muddy fields, and most of us prefer 
not to think about them, as we 
graze on fast foods, and dine 
unwittingly on the backs of the 
poor.” He mentioned an article 
carried in the Guardian in 2006 
which included the words of a dying 
man (in his fifties) in rural Pakistan. 
He said that his ‘dream in life’ was to 
have a glass of clean drinking water 
before he died. A dream! 
 
Fr. Alec went on to say: “As we 
thank God for ‘all good gifts around 
us’, perhaps we might also spare a 
thought for the other 'harvests' that 
are yet to come: in particular, I am 
thinking about the longer-term 
health of planet earth, so 
profoundly affected by the size of 
our 'carbon footprints' today; and 
the 'harvest' of future human 
relations, that will be shaped, if not 
determined, by things that we say 
and do now. 
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The government wants us to reduce 
our carbon emissions drastically in 
the next decade or so. An enormous 
challenge! Fr. Alec mentioned this 
challenge and prophetically spoke of 
us having to “review our life-styles, 
our use of energy in the home, our 
travel arrangements. Perhaps,” he 
wrote, “we will have to make 
'sacrifices' about flying to sunny 
Mediterranean resorts for absurdly 
low fares; perhaps we will soon 
come to decide that the era of 
cheap world travel was just a tiny 
'blip' in the long history of human 
migration and mobility. I don't 
know; I just sense that we are on the 
edge of something for which the 
expression "reaping the whirlwind" 
might seem disturbingly accurate.” 
 
It strikes me that Fr. Alec’s words in 
2006 reflect our current situation 
just as clearly as they did those 
pertaining in 2006. This is a great 
sadness. It seems that the fine 
words of 15 years ago have still 
produced little major change. We 
are still dealing with the same issues 
in 2021. In addition, we have just 
experienced, and are still feeling, 
some of the effects of a pandemic 
which may well result in some of the 
changes Fr. Alec predicted about 
international travel. 
 
It is worth taking time this harvest 
season to reflect on ‘sowing and 
reaping’ - not just seeds for lettuce, 

tomatoes, cucumbers, and other 
fruit and veg. Fr. Alec suggested in 
2006 that in raising the issues of 
‘sowing and reaping’. Fr Alec was 
unable to provide any substantial 
answers. It is sad that this still seems 
to be the case. Fifteen years on from 
Fr. Alec’s article our civilisation has 
still to fully grapple with the reality 
of our shared future. We continue to 
‘reap’ what we have ‘sown’ in terms 
of ecology, the climate emergency 
and our relations with other 
societies around the world.  
 
We can continue to encourage our 
political leaders to address these 
defining issues in the immediate 
future. There are other things about 
‘reaping’ and ‘sowing’ that we are 
able to do something about. The 
words we utter, the thoughts we 
harbour, the actions in which we 
engage here in our own community 
can bear good or bad fruit. 
Seemingly Jesus suggests that 
whatever our choices are they could 
easily reap thirty, sixty or even a 
hundredfold for good or ill!  
 
Whatever we sow - others around us 
will reap. How we engage with each 
other in our churches, the choices 
we make, the way relate, all of these 
will impact on our future. Let’s pray 
that we will produce good fruit 
through our common life together. 

 
Revd Roger Farnworth
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October Services 
We are still asking people to wear masks and to maintain social distancing and all 
government safety advice.  It may be necessary to change or cancel any of these 
services at short notice should government or local guidance change.   
Please check our weekly sheets or with your wardens for up-to-date information. 
Please note that those who are extremely clinically vulnerable/shielding, or who have 
symptoms of a continuous cough or a high temperature or loss of or change to sense 

of smell or taste, should not attend church. 
 

18th Sunday after Trinity    9.30am St James   Holy Communion  
Sunday 3rd October    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion 
  11.00am St Peter   Holy Communion  
  11.00am St Michael   Holy Communion  
 

19th Sunday after Trinity    9.30am St James   Holy Communion 
Sunday 10th October             9.30am St Gabriel      Family Worship 
Harvest Festival                   11.00am  St Peter   Holy Communion     
  11.00am St Michael   Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James   St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 

20th Sunday after Trinity    9.30am St. James    Holy Communion 
Sunday 17th October    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion 
  11.00am St. Peter   Holy Communion   
  11.00am St. Michael   Holy Communion 
 

Last Sunday after Trinity    9.30am St James    Morning Prayer   
Sunday 24th October             9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion 
  11.00am St Peter   Holy Communion 
  11.00am St Michael   Holy Communion/Morning Prayer 
    4.00pm St James   St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 

4th Sunday before Advent    9.30am St James   Holy Communion 
Sunday 31st October              9.30am St Gabriel      Family Communion 
All Saints  11.00am  St Peter   Holy Communion     
  11.00am St Michael   Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James   St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 

Thursdays – Holy Trinity  3.30pm 
   7th and 21st October  Holy Communion 

14th and 28th October  Evening Prayer 
 

 

Please be aware of the need to maintain social distancing and wear your mask in 
church unless you are exempt from doing so. 
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Arctic Man and Ashton-under-Lyne 
 

At the beginning of May 2021 the 
skeletal remains of a sailor from the 
ill-fated Franklin Expedition of  1845, 
which was trying to find the elusive 
North West Passage linking the 
Arctic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean, 
were positively identified using the 
DNA of the sailor and that of a living 
relative. Jonathan Gregory from 
Port Elizabeth, South Africa was 
aware that his great-great-great-
grandfather, had been chief 
engineer aboard HMS Erebus, one 
of two vessels which sailed with the 
Expedition.  
 
Once the match proved positive, the 
family was able to tell researchers 
that their great grandfather x 3, 
John Gregory was believed to be a 
life long member of St Michael and 
All Angels Church, Ashton-under-
Lyne, had been baptised there in 
1798, married there in 1823 and had 
7 of his 9 children baptised there.  
 

 

They also had in their possession a 
letter from John to his wife from 
Greenland, written, in 1845 in which 
he names several of his children. The 
letter was eloquently and 
articulately written demonstrating 
that John would have been both 
literate and numerate, given his job 
as a chief engineer.  
 
The problem at this stage, was that 
whereas the family gave him a 
birthdate of 1798, the archaeologist 
whose team discovered the 
remains, dates his birth range as 
between 1801-1804. It was 
important to the researchers to 
establish his exact birth date. 
 
At this stage, one of the volunteers 
with the polar researchers 
contacted Roger, and thus I began a 
fascinating but intensive project 
with Juliette Pochulu (the 
volunteer), Russell Potter  
(Professor of English at Rhode 
Island College and an academic 
authority on the Expedition) and 
Gay Oliver (local historian and an 
expert on tracing).  
 
There was an immediate problem in 
so far as the registers for the period 
1798 – 1806 were missing from the 
online genealogical websites and so 
it was hoped that the registers from 
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the archives at St Michael's could 
provide the missing information. 
Moreover, the online websites show 
that John signed the marriage 
register with a cross 'X', his mark yet 
he was presumed to be literate. 
 
Juliette was soon able to discount 
the John Gregory baptised in 1798 as 
he appeared on 1871 Census, still 
very much alive. And I was able to 
locate the relevant register for 
baptisms between 1798-1806 and 
having gone through them page by 
page and apart from a brother born 
to this John Gregory, there was no 
other child by the name of Gregory – 
let alone John Gregory – baptised 
during the whole of that period. I 
did however find his marriage to 
Hannah Wilson on 14 Apr 1823 and 
whilst both he and Hannah signed 
the register with their marks, the 
name 'Ann' was crossed out and 
'Hannah' substituted.  
 
It was common practice then for the 
clerk, acting on the instruction of 
the clergyman conducting the 
marriages, to fill in the register in 
advance to speed things up, as there 
was the presumption that those 
marrying were illiterate and all they 
had to do was put their mark in the 
place indicated. I would like to think 
that the young John recognised that 
his wife's name had been recorded 
incorrectly and asked for it to be 

changed. But why not sign the 
register? 
 
 I was also able to find all seven 
baptisms of John's children and it 
seems that wherever John and 
Hannah were living in the area 
(Ashton, Stalybridge, Manchester 
and even 'Newton in the Willows'), 
it was important to them to have 
their children baptised at St 
Michael's. The children  had been 
named after family members, a 
common practice in 18th and 19th 
Century Britain (I had found 
Hannah's parents, grandparents and 
brothers and sisters).  
 
Then in the late 1830's it appears 
John, Hannah and their children 
moved to London to live, 
presumably to further John's career 
as a mechanic. They certainly 
appeared on the 1841 Census living 
in Southwark but the early census 
returns did not ask for the place of 
birth. His age was given as 35yrs and 
that of his wife, 40yrs and this time 
his occupation was recorded as 
'Engineer'. Before John departed 
with the Expedition two more 
children were born to them, yet his 
final letter home names but five. I 
was then able to identify the deaths 
of two of the children when the 
family was living in Manchester but 
two remained unaccounted for. 
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But when exactly was John born? I 
was able to find a John Gregory 
born in Sept 1806 and baptised at St 
Michael and All Angels, Angel 
Meadow, Manchester in October 
1806. This would have made him 
only 16 ½ yrs old when he married 
Hannah, aged 21 and heavily 
pregnant with her first child, 
Edward, who was baptised on 15 
June 1823. The polar researchers 
were very sceptical about this being 
the right man until Gay was able to 
find this John's parents' marriage 
when William Gregory, Grocer 
married Frances Anderson at the 
Cathedral on 9 Feb 1806, William 
signing the register himself. (John 
and Hannah called two of their 
children William and Frances). Gay 
says that all trades people in the 
early 19th century would have been 
literate and numerate and moreover 
would have ensured that their 
children were similarly educated.  
 
Consulting the trade directories for 
Manchester, she found a cluster of 
the Gregory family, all trades 
people, living in Salford with only 
one William Gregory, a grocer, 
mentioned in the whole of 
Manchester. Gay goes on to say she 
can imagine a bright, intelligent boy 
becoming fascinated by the 
relatively new steam power and the 
massive Murray Mills built in 
Ancoats and persuading his parents 
to let him become a mechanic, 

instead of entering the family 
business. His ambition led him to 
want to work on the steam driven 
engines of the cotton mills which 
were springing up East of 
Manchester, which is presumably 
what brought him to Ashton-under-
Lyne as a young man. 
 
With regards to the age difference 
between John and Hannah, Gay 
wrote that she could see that it was 
“rather awkward and rather 
unlikely”, but she cited a lusty 16 
year old agricultural labourer in her 
own family history who married a 25 
year old woman who went on to 
bear him 15 children. 
 
With this additional information, the 
polar researchers were convinced 
that the right John Gregory had 
been found. Russell describes how 
he was eventually to work for the 
firm of Maudslay, Sons and Fields, 
Lambeth (Marine and Mechanical 
Engineers and Boiler Makers) who 
were to recommend John to Sir 
John Franklin as a first-class 
engineer when he was recruiting 
personnel for his Expedition. 
Although he had never sailed 
before, John was engaged on 
double pay, as a newly appointed 
Admiralty warrant officer to serve as 
chief engineer on HMS Erebus. 
 
The plight of Franklin's doomed 
Expedition has been well 
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documented elsewhere and John is 
presumed to have died in 1848, with 
other crew members, whilst trying 
to walk back to civilisation. John is 
the first of the Expedition's sailors 
to have been identified through his 
DNA and that of a living relative. 
 
Hannah, John's widow died in 1873 
and was buried in Nunhead 
Cemetery, Southark. His eldest son 

Edward was to become a ship's 
engineer, like his father, working for 
the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Navigation Company and his 
grandson, Edward John Gregory 
(1851-1909) became a famous 
painter whose self-portrait hangs in 
the Tate Gallery. 
 

Margaret Stanley St Michael and All 
Angels Church 

Margaret is willing to supply anyone with a full copy of the 3,000 word article 
she wrote for the benefit of the polar researchers (of which this is a summary, 
but would ask for a donation (minimum of £3) to go towards the fitting of a 
gate at the top of the outside cellar steps at St Michael's. Because it is a Grade 1 
listed building it is costing in excess of £900. Sadly, the cellar steps are used by 
drug users who then depart leaving all their drugs paraphernalia behind, which 
poses a health and safety risk for those having to clear up after them. 
 

************************************** 
 

“Generosity and thankfulness at your church” 

Self-assessment toolkit 
 

Manchester Diocese are offering an opportunity to get your church ready 

for the launch of the diocese's giving strategy by completing the 

‘Generosity and thankfulness at your church’ self-assessment toolkit. This 

online session will train facilitators to lead this process, which will enable 

your church to evaluate where it is, what it’d like to improve, and agree 

its future goals. 
 

The toolkit is fully resourced to ensure it supports individuals who will be 

facilitating these discussions at each church, and will include guidance on 

how to run these sessions via online or face-to-face meetings. 
 

Date and time    Thur 23rd Sept 2021     19.00 – 21.00 

To register, visit the Manchester Diocese website. 
 

************************************** 
We shall continue to send out, either by post or email, a weekly  

sheet containing prayers and readings for each Sunday 
 and the readings for the following week. 
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Look what’s on at St Gabriel’s Church! 
 

Mondays 9.30am-12.00        Place of Welcome       
We meet every week for tea & coffee, toast and cake and 

the chance to chat. With activities such as bingo, beetle 

drives, word puzzles, hand massage and yoga/meditation 

there is something for anybody who may be feeling lonely or 

socially isolated.  

For more information please contact: 

Sandra on 07740 766687 or Sheila on 07880 936411 

 
Monday 6.30pm-8.00pm       16th Ashton Brownies and Rainbows 

Please contact Sharon Oldham on 07795 957114 for details  

 
Tuesday 8.00pm-9.00pm         Belly-dancing Class 

For ladies of any age, fun and great exercise!  

Contact Linda Revill on 0161 339 6063 for more details 

 
Wednesday 10.30am-11.30am     Sweaty Mama  

A post-natal exercise class for mums and their babies.  

Contact Kim for more details on 07450 525791 

 
Wednesday 6.00pm-7.15pm Exercise and Fitness Class 

All round workout to music for all ability levels 

For more info please call Julia on 07922 756844   

 
Thursdays and Saturdays - various times       Baker School of Dance 

Dance classes for children of all ages.  

Please call Christine on 07795 032249 for more details 

 
St Gabriel’s Church Hall is available for private hire at only £10 per hour 

and includes kitchen, accessible toilet facilities, tables, chairs and other 

equipment as required - please contact Sandra on 07740 766687  

for details and availability. 
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Beavers Are Back! 
3rd Ashton Beavers at St James’ Church - Mondays 6.00pm to 7.00pm 

6 years to 8 years old.  If you would like more information  

please contact Tina on 07411773336 
 

***************************************************** 

 Conservation   
 

Yes, it is serious, but land-fills are nothing new – years 

ago they basically contained bones, broken pots etc. Then 

there were fewer people, less waste. 

Now we have mass production and packaging of all kinds, 

more people, more needing or wanting homes, clothes, food, drink in 

machines etc. 

And, of course, transport – air, rivers, oceans – more pollution.  

 

Hybrid transport, wind turbines and recycling are a start, but any solution 

is long term.  Apparently, peat bogs could be the answer – they soak up 

pollution like a sponge. 

Many periods of global warming and ice ages have been and gone - all our 

hope in God is still founded. 

                                            God bless us all.                        Barry Bowden 

 
***************************************************** 

 

                        Book Review 
                     

                   Stories Jesus Told    

By Tim Dowley, Candle Books, £15 (for a pack of five) 

Here is a book that young children will love. Parents will find it very useful on 

long car drives, in Sunday school, for awards, and even just on a rainy 

afternoon at home. 

 The puzzles and activities are based around the stories Jesus told. They 

include dot-to-dot, ‘spot the difference’, colouring, ‘match the pairs’, ‘put the 

story in the right order’, mazes, ‘complete the drawing’, and ‘spot the 

deliberate mistakes.’ At the bottom of each page the Bible story that the 

activity is from is explained. 
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God in the Arts 
 
The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a 
wood engraving of The Feast of Tabernacles, one of several 
‘Illustrations of Jewish Customs’ by Simeon Solomon.   

 
 

 
 
 
'Spread over us 
the tabernacle of 
your peace, O God'  
 
 
 
 
 
 

For nine days at the end of 
September Jewish families will have 
gathered to celebrate the festival of 
Tabernacles. It is always a happy 
season as adults and children alike 
join for their Harvest feast. Many 
churches will be having their own 
Harvest Thanksgivings at the 
beginning of this month. We know 
this was a custom revived by Parson 
Hawker in the Victorian period, but 
its roots lie in that Jewish feast 
which Jesus Himself knew and 
celebrated. 
 
Each family erects a tabernacle or 
tent in the garden or back yard. 
They will have their meals and spend 
time there, relaxing with one 

another. The roof of each tabernacle 
might have branches of trees 
covering it, hung with fruits and 
fragrant flowers. The children 
decorate the tent with drawings and 
pictures.  
 
Because it is only a temporary 
building for that time of the year, 
and because the roof is fragile, it is a 
reminder of the journeying of the 
Israelites in the wilderness when 
their safety rested on the goodness 
of God. It was God who watched 
over the people then. It is God who 
watches over them now and 
watches over the earth, so that it is 
fruitful, providing food for their 
health and happiness. 
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This feast is the subject of this 
month's picture by Simeon 
Solomon. He was a Jewish artist, 
born in London in 1840 into a family 
of artists. He made his own 
reputation through meeting the Pre-
Raphaelites and the poet, 
Swinburne. Solomon was a colourful 
character of that period, whose life 
sadly ended in poverty and 
alcoholism. But this wood engraving 
was made early on in his life in 1866. 
It is part of a series illustrating 
Jewish customs, which Solomon 
provided for 'Leisure Hour.' 
 
We see an elderly person on the left 
making his way into the tent, and at 
the other side a mother leading her 
children. The walls outside are 
adorned with palm branches and 
inside the tent a feast of fruits and 
food await them. The young boy 
seems hesitant, wondering what he 
will find and clinging to the hand of 
his mother. But all is well, for inside 
other members of the family are 
there to welcome them. 
 

Solomon conveys the domesticity of 
this feast, and the young boy 
outside reminds us that Jesus 
Himself would have celebrated this 
feast with Mary and Joseph. They 
would also have gone up to 
Jerusalem to join the thousands of 
pilgrims there, as Jesus was to do 
later in His adult ministry. Each 
pilgrim would carry a branch of 
myrtle, palm and willow in one hand 
and a citrus fruit in the other, 
symbols of the fruits of the 
promised land. The air would be full 
of hosannas and praises to God. 
 
Like the Jewish families at the Feast 
of Tabernacles, we shall gather for 
our Harvest Thanksgivings. Like 
them, we shall thank God for His 
faithful goodness in the past. Like 
them, we shall look ahead to the 
coming of God's kingdom, where 
God who feeds us now in food and 
drink will nourish us eternally. Like 
them, we shall proclaim, 'O taste 
and see how gracious the Lord is: 
blessed is the one who trusts in 
Him.'
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Parish Notices 
 

From the September registers: 
 
 

Baptisms 
We rejoice with the family and friends of: 
             Harry Andrew Thomas Mills                      Gene Michael Gardner 
 

Funerals 
We pray for the family and friends of: 
                                 Karreen Booth                        Heather Hirst 
 
There were no weddings in September 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Great, local, reliable and hard-working 
Domestic Cleaners. £13.95 per hour.  
 
 

Tel Angela Robbins 
Christ Church, Oldham Rd, Choir Member  

    07713 921676 
 

                                         Well Polished Tameside 

covering Tameside, Oldham, Glossop and Stockport 
 

http://www.well-polished.com 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Free national phoneline bringing 
worship and prayer 
 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, 
recently launched a free national phoneline to 
bring worship and prayer into the homes of 
those without access to the internet.   
Daily Hope, which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – offers 
music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from the 
Church of England.  

 

http://www.well-polished.com/
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 

CLERGY: (*usual day off) 
 

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)        
 The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL  330 2771 
Revd Sheila Cant,  Associate Priest        336 1566 
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The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne 

 

210 Stamford Street 

 

 
 

ashton@minutemanpress.com 

mailto:ashton@minutemanpress.com
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 is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only  
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor 


